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Mental health care advocates
fight to keep sessions private

By Josnne Maliszowsk{
statt writer

Psychiatrists say it’s almost [mpossl-
ble to determine which patient will act
on {eclings or fantasies of violence.

But a recent Michigan Court of
Appeals ruling held a psychlateist at

the Northville Reglonal Psychiatric
Center liable for his patlent's criminal
act saying the doctor had reasonable
cause to suspect the patlent was prone
to vielence,

“Traditionally, In Michigan, the
courts have ruled that a psychlatrist is
not responsible for the behavlor of his

Moth offensive

planned

By Joanne Mallezoweki
statt writor

If Mother Nature behaves herself,
Michigan Department of Agelculture
{MDA) officlals wlll begin the first of
two aerlal sprayings Tuesday, May 10,
to destroy gypsy moths In a concentrat-
ed area of hardwood trees in Farming-
ton Hills,

As required by the Federal Avlation
Admlnistratlon, the Farmlngton Hills
City Councll Monday gave MDA offi-
cials permission to acrially spray the
moth- infested neighborhood of 10 Mile
and Inkster Road. Thirty-live patches
of egg masses of the tiny destructlve
caterplllars were found In the area,
sald Carl Dolthop!, a superviser in
MDA’s Detrolt office,

The moths, In thelr eaterpillar stage,
which takes place In late April when
the eggs hatch, attack and defollate al-

Jor May

most every type of tree, partleularly
hardwoods, Dollhop! sald.

Unfortunately, the oak — the moths®
“flrst love” = llke beeches, walnuts,
maples and birches, are susceptible to
permanent damage from defoliatlon.
Thetrees have littleregeneratlve power
1o grow new leaves fast enough to stay
allve, Delthop! said.

Although concentrated in the 10 Mile
and Inkster Road area, 320 deres In the
arca of infestatlon have been specifled
for treatment with Sevin, a common In-
sectleide that can be purchased in any
lawn and garden shop.

THE AREA to be sprayed is beunded
an the cast by Inkster Road, on the
north a quarter-mile north of 10 Mile,
on the west by Briathlll and on the
south %-mile south of 10 Mile,

About two years ago, bands of the ra-
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patlents,” said Michae] Shore, an ad.
minlstrative assistant to the state at.
torney general. “But with that (the
Northville} declsion, that kind of turns
things around."

In the Northvllle case, the state
Court of Appeals upheld an earller
court declsion holding Dr. Yang-oh
Lhlm liable for hls patient's criminal
act. The patlent murdercd his mother
while on a weekend pass issued by the
psychlatrist, sald state Asslstant Attor.
ney General Craig Atchinson, The dead
woman's family was awarded $500,000,

preventive mental health treatments to
avoid the possiblity of belng faced with
a lawsult, Sargent sald. For example, §f
a patlent shows the slightest propensity
toward viclence, the psychiatrist could
recommend that he be Institutlonal-
lzed.

“But do you put everyone away who
says they'd Uke ta harm someone?”
Sargent asked. “If you force a psychia-
trist to practice defensively, soclety
wlll be the foser.”

And often, he added, a patient will
respond more quickly and more effec.

“To the best of my knowledge, th
decislon seems to be Inconsistent with
previous cases In Michigan,” Atehinson
said. Although Paut Swanson, a Detrolt
malpractice attorncy, sald the North-
ville case “didn't set a precedent at
all’ psychiatrists and psychologists
"nr? painfully aware of what's going

on.'

“The worst evl of thls declsion shifts
the burden from soclety to the doctor
who is trylng to help," safd Dr. Douglas
Sargent, & past president of the Michl.

tlvely to on an outpatfent ba-
sls rather than belng faced with the no-
tion of institutionalization,

The kdea of preventive medicine In
psychiatry and psychology to avold
lawsults, Sargent said, comes on the
heels of pressure to discharge patients
from state-operated instltutions be-
cause of Michigan's economlc prob-
lems. Mental health practloners, he
sald, are being backed Into a wall.

While aware of what's facing psychl-
atrists, Swanson s unconvinced pre-

gan Psychiatric Soctety, who
In Grosse Polnte Farms.

SARGENT SAID the trend toward
sulng psych; d

ventive should
mental health treatment.
“IT'S GOING to get ridlculous,” the

P
casts uncertalnty on the doctor’s role In
patlent treatment oa well as the pa-
tent's right to conlidentlallty,

If a paychiatrist warns pollce about
his patient's threat to commit violence,
the patient most llkely will become dis.
honest with the doctor or forega treat.
ment.

“The patients are going to avoid get-
ting turned in,” sajd Sargent, also an
attorney. On the other hand, there's the
potentlal for psychiatrists to practice

attorney sald. "I can forsee a lot of
p with It”

But Swanson clalms psychiatrists
and psychologists should avold allow-
ing the fear of lawsults to hamper men-
tal health treatment. He said “there’s
always been a cause for action In Mich.
lgan.
€ “You can sue anybody for anything,"
Swanson said, .

‘That fact, however, Is the problem,
Sargent sald. The public knows doctors -
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Sixteen-year-old Jeff Lupovitch explains why youths find meaning

in the Passover tradltions,

orai quarrel

How do you

On the second annlversary of John
Hinckley's assasination attempt
against Prosident Reagan, mental
health advocates are being attacked
for keeping patient conversations
contidentlal when other persons’ lives
are threatened.

Reeently, courts have been leaning
toward forcing psychlatrists to reveal
thase conversations and bresk the
bond of confldentiallty which'now ex-
Ists. Menta) health officlals feel this is
a violatlon of their cthles, Those on
tha other side of the ssue believe
lives wilt be saved If police are notl.
fled of these threats.

psychiatrists being sued?

feel about

Today's Oral Quarrel question s:

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT
PSYCHIATRISTS KEEPING SE-
CRET THOSE THREATS MADE
TOWARD OTHER PERSONS?
SHOULD LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICIALS BE INFORMED?

You have untll 1 p.m. Friday to an-
swer this questlon by calling 477.
5498. To sce how your nelghbora fec!
about this {ssue, look in Monday's
Farmington Observer.

Passover has special appeal
for the younger generation

By Diane Galo'
. staft writor

Traditlons and symbols of the Passo-
ver holiday commemorating the free.
dom of Jewish people from slavery in
1280 B.C. are still relevant to young
Jews today.

“1 enjoy belng In synagogue and 1 en-
Joy dolng what the hollday represents,”
Jetf Lupovitch sald, “Many people my
age feel the customs are obsolete and
don't apply to modern Umes, but many
fecl much the way I do."

The eight-day hollday, fllled with
meaning for Lupovlteh, began March
28 at sundown and contlnues through
sundown on April 5. The rituals were
reclted by Lupovitch's ancestors thou.
sands of years ago, and they're still en-
acted across the world in a commemp-
ration of Moses teading the Jewish peo-
ple out of slavery In Egypt.

APART FROM the holiday being a
symbel, it's also a time when the fami.
ly can meet and contemplate what hap-
pened during tha year, Lupovlich
grinned and explalned that Passover Is
2 happy hollday that marks a new be-
glnning and is consldered the first
month of the year,

Svppressing an urge to break Into
Hebrew to deseribe the many symbols
of the hollday, Lupovitch sald the maln
goal of the celebratlon Is {o capture the
children’s attention and to educate
them about Jewish history and rellglon.

“To a very great extent I foel a part
of the same Exodus that happened
thousands of years ago. We dlscuss (hat
and learn about that at the Seder,” Lu-
pavitch said. “I feel those. were my
peo le taken out of Egypt.”

‘To a great extent, | feel a part of the
.‘mme'Exodus that happened thousands
of years ago, We discuss that and learn
about that at the Seder. I feel those
were my people taken out of Egypt.’

— Jeff Lupovitch

THE SEDER s the ceremonial Pas.
sover dinner, which Is celebrated the
first and second day of the hollday.

Passover represents the freedom of
his ancestors thousands of years ago,
but Lupovitch sald it also brings to
mind suppressed Jews in the Sovlet Un-
lon and Syria today.

During the Seder Lupovitch thinks
about “people freedom” everywhere.
To hlm, the ceremany represents
human Ilberty for people of all races
and creeds.

On a spectrum with very liberal
Jews on one end, and the strictest Or-
thodox Jews on the other, Lupaviteh, a
member of the Congregation Adat
Shalom Synagogue in  Farmington
Hllls, cons(ders himself in the middle.

REPRESENTING THE liberal
members of Judalsm Is Harriet Maza,
principal at Birmingham Temple in
Farmington Hills.

Maza expl that most

Maza sald her family minimizes the
Importance of the rituals tled to the
hollday. Instcad they emphasize the
slgnitlcance of the people involved.

“Wherever you go Jewlsh people
know there are other Jews celebrating,
It may be in a different fashion, but
they're a1l recognlzing thelr connec-
tlons,” she sald,

SINCE 16-YEAR-OLD Lupovitch is ~

the youngest of hls lmmediate famlly,
1t's his duty to ask the four symbolic
questions at the Seder. They're intend-
ed to prompt Inquirles and discussion,
especinlly among the chlldren to show
why that night Is different from all oth-
ers.

The Seder dinner s rich with cultur-
al and rellglous meaning, A plate at the
center of the (able holds six dishes with
& dlfferent item on each. They include
a roasted bone; a mixture of apples,
nuts and wine; a hard bolled cgg: bltter
herbs; harseradish; and parsley. Each

of the Temple conslder themselves pri-
marily a cultural group.

“When we celebrate holldays we are,
in gencral, people orlentated,” Maza
sald. “It's our Jewish culture and
hur'pnn culture that glves us our identi-
ty.

1st apartment
goes for cable

Within a month, Hunters Ridge will
be the [lrst apartment complea in the
MetroVision cable flrm's trl<lly con-
sartium area to turn on cable televl-
alon.
Offlclals from MetroVision of Oak-
land County, the cable firm which holds
the franchise in Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills and Novi, signed an agree-
ment with Hartman & Tyner, the Hunt-
ers Rldge management flrm, to begin
cable television constructlon for 487
unlta in the corhplex.

The wlll atlow MetroVl.

alon to first construct the system and
then market the firm's cable services,
said Joc Adamy, Hartman and Tyner's
dlrector of property management.

UNLIKE PRIVATE resldences, an
agreement must be signed before
MetroVision can wite an apartment or
condominium complex for cablo televi-
slon, said Tom Bjorkland, the cable
{irm’s general manager.

“We wlll be contacting resldents (at
Hunters Ridge) as soon as cable service
is avaliable,” Bjorkland sald.

a

morsel repy elther Jewlsh suffer.
ing or frecdom.

After he marries and has chlldren,
Lupovitch said he plans ta carry on the
same religious customs that sparked
his interest and devotlon to Judalsm,

RANDY DORSTe3108 & anographer

The Cup of Elijah is filled with
wine symbollcally waiting for
the prophet to arrive,
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