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Police break up year-old extortion plot

A burglary and extortlon scheme in-
volving seven carved lvory rellglous
statues, stalen more than a year ago
{rom a township home, was stopped by
a network of local police and the Oak.

land County Organized Crime Unit.

Two arrests were made, wlth the
posibillty of more to follow, according
to Sgt. Mike Madigan of the West
Bloomficld Pollce.

Two-foot high rellglous flgurines on
bases — worth an estimated $100,000
- were among tems stolen from a
Portpool address Mareh 12, 1982,

Two occupants — a man and woman

Tracing personal history discussed

Arthpr Kurzwel), author of “From
Generation to Generatlon — How to
‘Trace Your Jewlsh Genealogy and Per-
sonal Hlstory,” will be the featured
speaker at the annual Spring Forum of
the Women's Division of the Jewish
Welfare Federatlon, 9:15 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 21, at the Jewlsh Community
Center in West Bloomficld,

For further informatlon, contact
Bertha Chomsky, asslstant director of
Women's Divislon, at 965-3939.

Kurzwell has uncovered hundreds of
sources to help Jewish famllics with
the major challenge of (raclng their
roots, a dlfficult task since many re-
cords have been destroyed. The lectur-
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er and television Interviewer will look
at where we have come from and “Now
that we have a botter sense of where
vlwe've come from, what do we do with
t?"

Spring Forum Is one of the many ac-
tivities of Women's Dlvision, whose
year-round focus is education, fund
ralsing and service.

The event will be chalred by Annle
Cohen of Huntington Woods, with asso-
ciate chairman Barbara Zack of West
Bloomflcld. Among the many women
Involved in planning the event are Shir-
ley Loewenthal, Southileld and Pnlna
Basse and Leslle Frledman of Farm-

Accept

ington Hills, decoraticns; Hunilngton
Woodas resident Linda Soberman, Invi-
tatlon deslgn; and Karen Singer of
Southileld, Forum secretary.

~ were bound and gagged during the
daytime burglary, in which three
“clean-cut, suited men posing as feder-
al Drug Enlorcement Administration
agents,” forced thelr way into the home
at gunpoint and ransacked the house,
Madigan sald.

JEWELRY, CAMERAS, a handgun
and $400 in cash were among the items
stolen.

The owner of the house, who bought
the statues as an investment [n 1872,
recently alerted West Bloomlield po-
llee that he had recelved several tele-
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phone calls asking him if he were inter-
ested in buying them back for $60,000.

The statues were traced to Florida,
where, under palice direction, a plot
was hatched to return and sel) them In
the Detroit area, -

Last Thursday in Flat Rock, police
walted for and intereepted a car, whose
driver and passenger allegedly had
transported the statues from Florida.

THE CAR driver and passenger, Su-
san Marle Whitman, 31, and Lonnle Ar-
thur Steven, 47, both of Taylor, were

arrested and arraigned on charges of
recelving and conceallng stolen proper-
ty over the value of $100 in Wayne
County Dlstrict Court.

Both stood mute and were released
on $5,000 personal bond: Examination
Is set for ¢ a.m. Monday in Woodhaven
Blstrict Court.

“The Investigation iz continulng,”
Madigan said. More arrests in Oakland
County are expected.”

‘The statues are seven of a matched
sct of cight which were created by a
Pakistanlan artlst over a 20-year perl-
od, Mad!gan said.
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ASAVIOR!

The hubbub of totlic dwindles as
workors relox aboard the SEMTA Silver
Streak, The locomaolive speeds on, link-
ing suburb ond cily. cllowing the luxury
of raverle, daydream. even sleep. Luxury
is furthered by separate smoking cars
and cars that are roslioom-equipped
And the Silver Sircok has a 98% on-time
rocord. $0 PEaCo of mind is O reguiat
membor of the doily commule.

Moming and evening. the SEMTA Silver
Sheck signols 1he path to freedom, frons.
porting workors In supreme comfor!. At
the pOsSengers’ convenience,

The convenience continues when do-
baking he SEMTA Silvor Streak. A froo
shutite bus speeds passengers from Mil-
waukea Junclion and RenCen stolicns
to solected Now Center and Downtown
locallons. Late workers need nol teat

missing the last tain out of Detrot A
clean-up bus leaves the RenCen stalion
o 5:40. Simply flashing a SEMTACARD cr
frain kekel gets commuters detvered o
the lot or sialion wheto the day began
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
ADDITIONAL ENTICEMENTS!

Each and every workday in Apnl, mom-
Ing travele's will peruse fieo USA Tooay

nawspapers On Aptit 13, the trst 200
women 10 baard will receve lree copies
of Cosmopoiton magoare And on
Apnl 18, eoch passenger will be blessed
with g gorgeous Silver Streak poster.

Nathing could ba more pleoasan!

ficde the SEMTA Silver Streck ond vou
trovel with ranquility See you on the
SEMTA Sulver Streak. ladies ond gants!

ALLABOARD!
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