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With extra

effort,

stars shine

By Kathy Parriah
staft writer

INO MUSCATO sure looked
1lke a football fan.
Every chance he got dur-
Ing the Super Stars competi-
tlon, the Spectal Olymplan hurtted into
Lem Barney's arms,

Actually, the Troy youth was after
the former Detrolt Lions cornerback’s
white cap,

“Lem Barney has a hat and Nino
Itkes hats, 50 he's going for him,” ex-
plaited Tervy Muscato, proudly watch-
ing his severely retarded son take third
place In the barrel ball contest.

Nino was one of 70 mentally im-
palred youth teamed up with local co-
lebritles Sunday for the slxth annual
Super Stars competition set up by Oak-
1and County Spectal Olymples.

Sponsored by arca businesses, each
group conslsted of two sponsor repre-
sentatlves, two Specia) Olymplans, a
celebrity and a coach who works with
mentally impaired youngsters,

During the actlon packed two hours,
team lled th

(FH8

these

ly flgured out the scooter course after
slx years.

“AlL these klds do better than I do. |
But [t's one of the most rewarding af- |
ternoons I spend all year.”

UNLIKE THE adcit particlpants,
many of the Special Olympians prac-
tleed all year for the event which
ralsed $78,000.

At the urglng of fellow team mem-
bers, they maneuvered o quickly as
thelr handicaps would allow.

For some, it was slmply a matter of
remembering which way to run or
which obstacle to tackte when.

But others needed a flrm helping
hand — or in one case two sets of hands
Iftlng him up aver a hurdle by hls
shorts,

"'Pick this hoop up. Pick it up and put
it over your head,” encouraged one spe-
clal educatfon coach. “Al} right now.”

“Remember, you have to bounce the
ball first,” coach Denlse Yokley bricfed
her two Speclal Olymplans before the
barrel ball competltion,

The R teacher has been

across QOakland Un'lvenlly'l Leploy
Sports Center on fiberglass scooters,
bounced balls into a barre] and tackled
an obstacle course fashloned of cones,
burdies and huta hoops,

“I'm getting it down to a selence,”
sald Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson, admitting he “final-

bringing educable mentally (mpalred
students from North Hills School to
Speclal Olymples events for 10 years.

“They all want to come. It's such a
thrill,” sald Yokley, whose team took
first place in the scoater relay,

“There's a fecling of success that
can't be duplicated anywhere.”

Rochester Special Olymplan Chris Pariseau, 11, and his teammate Detroit Lions running back Dexter Bussey proudly show off

their awards,

Nerth Hill sludent's team carry home tirst-place rib-
bons.

In her third Super Stars appearance, Rochester resi-
dent Mauriab Swaln pushes her scooter propels her
scaoler around the relay course. Her efforts helped the
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Working tog:

0 and their shared
in the excltement of Super Stars. (Above) North Hills
. teacher Denise Yokley and Mauriah Swaln keep thelr
fingers crossed while the over-al) winners are an-
hounced., (Left} Arleon Smale, teacher’s aide at Wing
Lake School in Bloomficld Hills, enjoys triumph with
student Nino Muscato. . :

With help from former Dotroit Lions

cornerback Lem Barnoy, Nino

Muscato plays barrel ball. Lending encouragement to the Troy
youngater is voluntecr Chuck Walhy.
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