@he Eccentric

entertainment

Ethel Simmons editor/644-1100

Thursday, Mareh 33, 1883 OKE

{WD,T,5,F-7C,Ro-58XORC

‘Unexpected Guest’ delivers excitement

Performances of “The Us
ed Guest,” mpstery by Agatha Chris-
tie, continue through April 17 at
Meadow Brook Theatre on the Oak-
land University campus near Ro-
chester.

By Helon Zucker

spoclal writor

Where there's fog, uncxpected
corpses, unbalanced brothers, tweedy
widows, i and

review

Terence Kllburn manages to direct thls
terribly British mystery n an ofthand
manner, but Christie's crisp diatogue,
her dry humor and séveral actors man-
age to rise above the directlon.

Peter W. Hicks' sct is superb, Those

plstols, there’s Agatha Chrisile, Murder
In large houses is her special territory,
and the Meadow Brook productlon of
Christles “The Unexpected Guest® is
absorbing,

The plotting ls so fine that cven the
slow pacing doesn't affect It much.

P beautlful French doors are
In just the right place, and the stuffed
heads of game anlmals from Afelean
safarls hanglng above Richard War-
wick's gorgeous study in South Wales
lend the slnister ccho necessary to the
action. Everyone in the play is game at
some polnt,

Lettermen, Freshmen
to open Variety Series

Meadow Brook Muslc Festival has
announced Friday and Saturday Varle-
ty Series attractions for the 1833 sea-
son at Baldwin Pavillon on the Oakland
Universlty campus near Rochester.

The Lettermen and the Four Fresh-
men wlll appear in the epening Friday
concert, June 24. Richard Hayman wlil
canduct the Detrolt Symphony Orches.
tra Paops at the first Saturday concert,
June 25. The program (features the
“1B12 Qverture" with cannons and
laser lights,

Other artists on the Friday Varicty
Series I Include Roy Clark, Cico Lalne,
Tony Bennett, Chuck Mangltone, Teresa
Brewer and Frankle Lalne, Mitch Mll-
ler, Al Hirt and Woody Herman, and
B.J. Thomas.

Artists on the Saturday Variety Se-
ties 11 Include the Rovers and Tom

Paxton, Harry Belafonte, Kris Kris-

tolferson, Lou Rawls, Andy Wllliams,

Prescrvation Hall Jazz Band, Morton

Gould and the Romeros Quartét, and

BIll Cosby..The-DSO Pops wili be fea-

ldnred on three Fridays and three Satur-
ays.

BESIDES THE Friday and Saturday
Varlety Serics, the [festlval offers
Thursday/Sunday symphonie conceris
and children’s concerts, plus many non-
serles apeclals,

All concerts are at 8 p.m. in the pavi-
tlon, with entrances on Walton Boule-
vard and Adams Road. More than 7,000
people can be seated En the pavillon
and on the lawn.

on season
and a brochure wlll be available after
April 1 by calling the Meadow Brook
Box Offlce at 377-2010.

Tom Mabard as *a nasty blt of
goods™ In his nhursc/valet outflt steals
the show. Mahard looks ke a refncar-
nation of the gifted comle, Marty Feld-
man.

AS HENRY ANGELL, the black-
malling, smiling valct, Mahard jerks
about the stage looklng Ilke Igor in Mel
Brooks' “Young Frankenstein.® Far
from belng out of tone, Mahard adds
the most and ralses the level of the pro-
ductlon considerahly.

He's skinny, pleasingly evl), has a
wonderful, “Just dolng my job, slr,” alr
about him, ‘even while aitempting
blackmall. His ambition to run a *little
place for alecholle gentlemen™ scems
to sult him.

Thom Haneline as Sergeant Cadwall-
er, who recites Keats, writes bad poet.
ry, lets the Inspector answer the tele-
phone and has opinlona about every-
thing, s totally bellevable. He's even
brave.

George Glito is authoritatlve as In-
spector Thomas, who has (o put up with
Cadwaller and all the others, Gltto
treata his role with a flne edge of impa-
tience, quite suitable §n light of all the
Inctfflclency and madness.

Philllp Locker as nervous Julian
Farrar, the politican runnlng for clee-
tion at an “unfortunate time* (he thinks
his mistress has murdered her hus-
band), smokes his way through hls role.
Locker is strong, if not quite “British.”

NACMI HATFIELD DOES a fine,
tragic job as Mrs. Warwick, the mother
of the murdered man. She's a woman
with secrets of her own. Hatficld looks
great In belted tweed suits.

Mary Pat Gleason s sirong as Miss
Bennett, the devoted nurse and house-
held manager. “Benny” has a good
scene with Richard Blumenfeld, who
has the toughest role in the play — Jan
Warwlck, the [rightened, sick brother
of the corpse. Blumenfleld manages to

George Gitto is Inspector Thomas, Barbara Barr-
inger is Laura Warwick, and Phllllp Locker Is Juli-

an Farrar, who find themselves involved with a

be seary at the right Ume.

On sccond thought, perhaps George
Spelvin has the toughest role. Spelvin
plays the corpse, He says nary a word
and manages to slt without moving a
muscle, slumped over with his back to
us as the late Rlchard Warwick,

Barbara Barrlnger looks dramatic,
dressed to kill In a black evenlng gown
and pearls, holding a plstol at the open-
Ing. Needless to say, she couldn't have
done It since she says she *dld it* right

(e}

oft the bat. Barringer looks grlef-
stricken throughout, though there are
moments when joy would've been ap-
propriate.

Peter Brandon Is cute {of all things)
In the large, talky role of Michacl
Starkwedder. Brandon, who has much
cause for grief, manages to be down-
right amusing. He seems to enjoy leap-

mysterious death in Agatha Christie's “The Unex-
pected Guest” at Meadow Brook Theatre,

Ing out Into the consuming fog. He has
good lungs. Some of the actors
coughed.

Well, this season began in thick fog
(“Macbeth®). Perhaps Meadow Brook is
under some compulsion ta fog up the
stage? [ can’t wait to see the finnl pro-
duction this year, Perhaps the whole
theater wlll fog up.
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*Spacial Braaklast
+Businssamens Luncheons
+Famlly Dining

28990 Orchard Lk Ad
outh of . Ad,
Farmington Hllla

Phone 851-1310

EARLY DINING CluB
/A

Serving Complsle Dinners
§ p.m.-6:30 p.m., Mon. thru Thurs.
Featuring your cholce of

+ Stufied Sole
* Fish & Chips m
« Brolled Chicken or Manager's Daily Speciall
Includes salad or homomade ¢lam chowder, hot
bread, vegotablo and your cholco of rico or patato.

Entrees at *6.95

« Shrimp Stir Fry
« Potlta Prima Aib

2262 S. Tolegraph Road
N. of Square Lake Road
Bloomtiold Hilla

334-4694 J

culinary delight for every

$9°

O F

.

Our Wicker Works buffet has a anCh

member of your family! Steamship Round of.Beef
au jus, ham, lamb, salads, potatoes, vegatables, eggs,

bacon, sausage, Danish, juices, breads, rolls, desserts
and a 6-foot Easter Bunny for the kids! Served 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m, with advance reservations suggested.
Cocktails and wine will be available from noon,

Children under 12

/
10 NORTHFIELD HILTON _ et ¥

Crooks at 1-75 » Troy « 879-2100

Suanday

$450 .

Serving the finest in DA
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons . + Dinners « Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days a week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 8.m.-10 p.m; Fri 11 a.m.-11 p.m,
Sot 12-11 p.m.; Sun, 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
Q4 644-2913 éj@)

Restaurant only. No Carry Quts.
Purchase one of our speclal sandwiches listed
below at cur regular price of $3.70, and receive
2nd SANDWICH FOR ONLY 99¢
3-8 pm only Mon., Tues., Wed., March 28 lhru!\&arch 30

Carriage Big Wheel ~ =
Corned el Corned Dext
Bwite Cherse 5 Cheere
Lett & Tomasto 8 g
Russlen Drees. "
SRSy ound Disck Bresd
The Hub
Cormed Drel
Vienna Beef
Goced with coupon only Mustard Niinperniekel or
\\..Mon-Wed 328 - 3/30 Pumpespickel of Ry Rye
cou| .
>~ PON. == ~\

CARRY OUT ONLY
“PAUL NEWMAN'S SALAD DRESSING”

Putchase one of special sandwiches listed above

and Botlle & Baskaet will give you absclutely FREE, £
ona 8 o2. botile %aul h:)c\.rymsun %a;ud Dressing.
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Ice carvings!
Crepes made to
order! Stunning
fruit disp[oy! Fried
ice cream!
Surprises for the
kids! Live
bunnies...and
much, much
more!

12 .
Luscious
qoesserts

+ Sitawberry Mousio &
Chocolalo Mousio in
champagne glasnes

+ Engish lle

* Menngue Cokes

+ Coconut Cream tait

« Azplo Tuangles

* Kol Rico Pudaing

+ Chocolale Mousie
ical

e

« tossed Mued Green
Solad

« Cucumber Salad wih
1our cream.

« Potcia Salad with
)

10ttot
cEnirees

« Steamship Round of
Beel served wih

au fus

« Honey Bokod Hom
servod with romin
sauc

« Seatood thermidor

+ Saute Poik lenaetion
wilh sweel and sout

PRIe!
+ knab Celety Solod
« Mannotod
Muthtooms
« Waldoit Salod
+ Ambrosia Satad
« Macaroni Salad
» Chicken Liver Moutio
+ Chicken Salad
+ Green Pea ond Nut

sauco
* Wild R blend

« AuGrotn Poioioes

+ Frosh Brustel Sproutt

+ Ausoried Tortes
+ Ausoried frun farts
+ Crepes mode o

ordet with assorted
Ll

+ fuied ice Cream 1o

ARSIk BanIY | Rnied frewn frun arder

Sato = Assorled Chocolote

* Queeho Florentine Rabbls ond totter

+ Maonated Ketning
wilh opples

+ Catlagoe Cheoss with
pwneopple garnih

+ Caorved Salman ot
Giave Lox

1595 for Children o Open 11 AMto §PM
Reservations suggested. Call 843-7800,

I TSR somerset inn ..o

2604 W Bg Boovor Rood Troy. MI 8088

*9.95 for Adulls ‘e
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