Despite court rulings

U.S. prisons ‘bursting at seams’

Second of three parts
By Carol Axizlan
staff writor

Denmark's Ringe prison looks more
lke a mndern condomlinlum or apart-
ment complex than a correctlonal fa-
cillty. -

‘There, young men and women who
have commiltted violent crimea walk
Ireely from cell to cell, buy their awn
food and do thelr own banking. Each
cell unlt has Its own kitchen and dining
1001

m. .

Prisoners are pald for carpentry
work [n a factory, Neither prisoners
nor guards wear unlforms. Male and
{emale prisoners are allowed to live to-
gether, even marry and have children.

Although prisoners have relatively
great frecdom inside the prison walls,
they are well aware of the limits of this
{reedom. The maxlmum securlty pris-
on Is virfually escape-proof, ‘

AMERICAN prison officlals may
learn a valuable lesson from the Ringe
model, according to Alvin J. Bronstein,
executive director of the American
Clvll Libertles Unlon National Prison
Project. N

“I've been to Ringe, and {t's working
as a decent, humane place to house in-
mates. I think that kind of thing is pos-
sible in the United States,” Bronstein
told participants at a recent conf

reduce oven g and improve con-
ditlons. Last year, court orders were [s.
sued In some 31 states,

The falls In both Wayne and Qakland
countles have been hit by suits from In-
mates. Court orders now govern in-
mate populatlons, exerclse, physlcal
and mental health care and classiflea-
tlon of inmates,

Colorado_courls have taken the moat
dramatlc step toward guaraniceing
Eighth Amendment rights to prisoners,
Bronstein sajd. Cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, under that court ruling, must
be eliminated by ensuring that all pris-
oners engage in productlve actlvity,
have sutticlent cell space and adequate
treatment for mental and physleal
health problems. Guards must not be
overworked in order to avold potentlal-
1y stressful or violent be-

' and
treatment, said Bronsteln, a ploncer In
prisoners’ rights litigatlon,

That's because, until 20 years ago,
there was “no concept of prisoners’
rights,” he said. The courts espoused a
“hands off” doctrine which virtuaily
gave administeators a free hand In run-
ning prisons,

AFTER THE civil rights movement
gained momentum, courts began inter-
vening in cases involving prisoners'
rights. .

During the late 1950s and early
1980s, courts focused on narrow kssues
or speclfic cases, Bronsteln sald,

“Courts addressed rellglous rights of
prisoners, such as the right of an Ortho-
dox Jew to have a pork-free dlct. They
dealt with specific cases of cruel and

. of South Africa and the Soviet Unton,”
Bronsteln sald.

Prison sentences are tonger in the
United States than In any other coun-
try. In the U.S,, the average sentence Is
three years, In Great Britaln and Cana-
da, it's one year.

Some 37 states have mandatory sen-
tenee laws which require that certaln
classes of felons be glven long prison
scntences with little or no chance of
parole.

BUT THERE Is no correlation be-
tween longer prison sentences and re-
ducing the erlme rate, Bronsteln aaid.

The crime rate [n the Unlted States
ts similar to that in most western Euro-
pean countrics. However, the homiclde
rate lslhlxhcr (n the United States be-

unusval punishment, such as atlaching
exposed wires of the so-called Tucker
telephone (o a prisoner’s genltals as a
method of shock treatment.” :

As a growing number of profession-
als, legal ald socletles and prisoners
rights organlzations pushed for broader
reforms, more sweeplng changes were
made,

“Courts began to take Into considera-
tion the totality of conditions — prison
violence, inadequate mental health
care, environmental health and safety
and overcrowding.

“I

tween staff and Inmates.

Despite the numerous court rullngs,
Amerlean prisons are still “bursting at
the scams,” Bronsteln sald.

He called Mlchjgan a “foriunate ex-
ception” because of a state law requir:
Ing carly relcase of less dangerous
prisoners when prison populatlons be-
come too high.

CONDITIONS were 50 bad that, in
1981, rlots broke out at prisons In Mich-
Igan, Iowa, Florida, Tennessee, Con-

on “Victims and Inmates Rights.” The
conference at Mercy College, Detroft,
was sponsered by the American Jewlsh
Committee.

Amerlcan prison officlals and courts,
however, are Just beginning to come to
grips with problems of overcrowding,

OU recruiting for legal aide

Enrollment is under way for a Legal
Asslstant Diploma Program offcred by
the Division of C at

'ys could shaw that prison
condltfons were actually debllitating
people, then the courts would conslder
that o violation of Eighth Amendment
Rights*

necticut, Pennsylvania, South Dakota,
Texas and North Carollna.

*We lock up more people per capita
(250 per- 100,000} than every other
country in the world with the exceptlon

cause are here and
not ln European countries, he sald.

‘The majority of inmates housed in
American prisons are not “dangerous
eriminals,” Bronsteln added.

*“We tock up non-violent offenders in
maxlmum security prisons which are
programmed (o- create problems be-
cause they've oppressive,

“American prisons are not only “un-
o \ .

cy'Te ,
Bronsteln sald. “When a young flrst of-
fender Is locked up and then gang-
raped, that's unclvllized.”

DESPITE COUNTLESS horror sto-
ries, many persons contend prisoners
should be denled rights guaraniced to
other citizens, Bronsteln said.
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Another Wiggs 80th Anniversary Special!
Save 33%% on Temper-ware

by Lenox®and 20% on
Lenox Casual Crystal .

SINCE THE 19703, courts across the
country have been ordering prisons to

MADD to hear
district judge
Mothers Agalnst Drunk

ments, bank trust departments, courts
and business and government agencics.

Oakland University,

The 18-month program, Including an
80-hour Internship and job-referral ser-
vice, begins the week of April 4,

Graduates of the non-credit evening
caurse are cliglble for jobs as parapro-
{csslonals assisting attorneys in private
law f{irms, corporate legal depart-

Drivers (MADD) will
meet at 7:30' p.m, Mon-
day, Aprlt 18, In Central
Unlted Methodlst Church,
3882 Highland Road in
Pontlac.

Guest speaker will be
Oak Park Distrlet Judge
Bernard Friedman,

P P must a per-
sonal assessment Inventory, whlch
measures language skills and levels of
abstract reasoning.

For a brochurc and reglstration in-
formation, call the Contlnuing Educa-
tlon office, 377-3120, between 8 a.m.
and 8 p.m. weekdays.
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~Trained Fitters
~Finest Quality
~VYast Selection
~Ask aboutour
Layaway Plan

Twolva Oaks Mall 0
349-7870
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@ vibram sole, orthotic insole,

Here at Overland Trading Co.'we
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a Special Gift..
Blood...The
Gift of Life

+ American Red Cross
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Contact:
P.TERRY KNIGHT, CLU

All feather lined,

for a hold on comfort,

originals. Beware of imitations.|

For Straight Talk
about

BIOOMULUD 1T AZA
GEALCTELL GRATTL ROALD
BIFRIINCIIAM. MIC) HOAN AROI0
TELEPHONE {315 G20 8140

Business, Financial
&

Insurance Planning
for the

»CORPORATE
+PROFESSIONAL
*BUSINESS MARKET

P. Terry Knight, CLU
& Associates

(o) 2075

=2 W, Big Beaver

Suite 310
Troy

649-3250
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it all
better.

Red Cross.
The Good Neighbor,

ILLUSTRATED
OPERA LECTURES
By Dr. Jack C. DuBois

Serles of seven lectures
All works fo be presented
by the Melropolitan Opera

Mondays—1:00PM—Beginning April 4th

April 4 — MacbethiVerdi

Aptil 11 — Lucia di tammarmoor! Donlzetii
Aptit 18 — Boris Godunov/Mussorgsky
April 25 — Der Rasenkovaliot/Streuss
Moy 2 — Adrianolecouviour/Cilca

Moy 9—(nolecture = 5ih Annuat Quilt Show)

May 46 — Lo Forza del DestinofVerdi
May 23 — Lo Bohema/Puccin
(opaning night parformanca)

Open to the public — at no charge

SOMERSET MALL

BIG BEAVER ROAD AT COOLIDGE, TROY
Sundtay 1251000y, Phursary, Fricay 10 9iCrher 6 10 6

Temper-wore 5-piece place ssttings end
accensories on sale now at Wiggs!
Temper-wareis the boautliul everyday
dinnarwaro by Lenax 1hat's right for any
hiesiyte. Exceptionally s1rong, 1 carrles a full
2-year wartanly against breaking. chipplng.
cracking and crazing. Afl Temper-waro cock
and serve pleces go dwectly trom froezer to
ovon (of mictowave) to1able1o dishwasher,

Plus 20% savings on HAntigue”
hand-blawn Lenox Casual Crystal) Al
paputat sizes and colots of the ""Antique™
patiern are on sale, Saloends 4/24/83.

A.E., Visa, M.C., Wps Charge. Mad Ocders. Phone Orders, UPS Servico
Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. (18-Mile), Bloomfield Hills = 644-7370

openon, Thurs. & Fn ‘9

Another Great 80th Anniversary Value from Wiggs...

Imported Rattan for Carefree Living!

86" Sofa, 67" Lovesoat,
25" x 52" Cocktail Table,
and Two 23" x 27" End Tables...

5-Piece Grouping, Regq. $2,593.
$1999. pre-seasnn special!-

7

Bring outside living inside with this sunny rattan living room! The
light or dark finish rattan frames plump cushions in an exciting
choice of colortul covers. Price depends upon tabric selection.
The coordinated glass-top tables are designed in your choice of
light or dark rattan...and we offer a matching glass-top sofa table,
18%2"" x 50" x 28%"" high (not shown). All pleces available
separately, including matching queen-size sleeper-sofa, at
comparable pre-season savings.

M.C., Visa, A.E. and Wiggs Charges

Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. {18-Mile), Bloomfield Hills, 644-7370
opension, Thurs & £, 'ti9




