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Doggcene!
Stray pooch, sent to
school, disappears

By Joanne Mallszewaeki
alalf writor

It's difficult to imagine. But even a
dog can get lost in today’s system of
rules and procedures.

So what began as a good-decd story
about the Farmington Police and Jull.
an Veterinary Hospltal'a jolnt effoct to
help Angel, a stray dog, find a new life,
has instead become a mystery.

Where are you Angel? Thal's a ques-
tion Leader Dog for the Blind officiala
In Rochester have been asked since last
week,

After a tedlous process of trying to
avold sendlng Angel to the county ani-
mal control center to be destroyed,
both Dan Polter; a Farmington patrol:
man and Terrl Fendt, the Farmington
vet hospltal’s animal assistant, man.
aged to get Leader Dog offlctals to ac-
cept the stray anlmal as a dog-In-traln-
Ing. But when asked to locate the dog
for a photograph, Leader Dog offlcials
{ailed to determlne which dog is Angel.

“I'm sorry, you need the contract
number,” answered a volce over the
Leader Dog schoel's telephone when
asked If Angel could be located.

On March 13, Potter was called to
James Court (o pick up 2 stray, female
Golden Retriever.

“EVERYBODY was talking about
the dog,” Patter zaid. "It reaily was
Jjust a super dog.”

Generally, when the police pick up a
stray dog, they must take the animal to
the veterinary hospital, which has a
contract .with the city to accept all
stray animals, - )

The hospital usually holds the dog for
about {lve days and, if unclaimed, it Is
sent tn Lhe county anlmal control to be
destroyed.

But Polter, fellow officers and
dispatchers and Fendt thought Angel

Officials

was too special to end her lfe as an
unkn

own,

“Everyone fell in love with the dog,”
Potter sald, adding be tried to find An-
gel a home to prevent her belng sent to
the county pound.

“J got pretty aitached, too,” Fendt
admlitted. “And he_(Potter) thought
what a shame it wan for such a nice dog
to be taken to animal control.”

So, the animal lovers declded (o
cheek with the Leader Dog school to
see if Ange! could pass the evaluatlon
and live with an owner who really
needed her. .

“They declded she was a good candl-
date,” Fendt sald,

After 14 days in quarantine, Angel
apparently was accepted [nto the Lead-
er Dog tralnlng program. In fact, Fendt
took Angel to Rochester and her new
home at the school.

While Angel was under conslderatlon
as a Leader Dog, Potter and Fendt
wangled a court order (o stop the
grinding wheels of animal disposal and
ln case someone later tried to claim
Ange! as thelr own.

“THERE ARE a lot of anlmals that
don't get clalmed,” Fendt sald, indleat.
ing that about 80 percent of the ani-
17 srasea o b pood T deposal.
y are senl for

That's why finding Angel a pew’
home was 5o Important, Fendt added.

““The city even got a break on con-
{inement (charges),” Potter said, add-
ing that Angel's room and hoard

gea
“It usually ‘would have been
more than that.”,

But pow about 1%-2 weeka later, An.
ge! appears loat under a mound of pro-
cedures and contract numbers.

“Y know I took the dog there" Fendt
sald.

ponder

library proposal

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staff wrltor

It appears unlikely that Farmington
ané Farmington Hills officlals will
grant the Farmington Communlty Li-
brary Board of Trustees their request
to be reorganized as an affictal govern-
mental authority capable of asking vot-
ers for operating millage.

The Farmington City Councll Mon-
day accepted & report issued by Farm-
ington Hills attorney Paul Blbeas eval.
uating whether the two city counslu‘

The 1978 law, designed to clarify the

earller act, stl}] is too unclear in deline-
ating the status a library board would
bave as an authority, Bibeau said.

Now, after reviewing the laws, Bl
beau sald that the question raised Is
whether reorganizing the lbrary board
aa an authority would “provide any-
thing other than an opportunity for the
Board of Trustecs to' place millage
questions before the electarate of the
communities,” Deadman sald.

BECOMING AN autbority would al-
low the library board greater autoso-

shoold place the question of
ing the Ubrary board on the November-
198BS ballot.

A almilar Ubrary reorganization
question was defeated In 1978 when Il
brary board members first requested
the change, sald Flmlaw:hl?!m City Man-"

e

thority, Deadman sald, It Is apparent
the two cities stifl would be financially
tesponalble Gnless thie pewly created

ager Robert g

ton votera approved the request, Farm-

{ngton Hills voters opposed It so the is-

sue was put on hold, Deadman added.

At the time of that election, Dead-

man sald,cltyofficials falledto conalder’
.the ramifications of both the 1935 and

1978 library organization laws.

oral quarrel

voters for operating

millage. .-

! “The Library Board would bave the
) best of both worlds. They may be au-
, tooomous in the usa of thelr funds and
at the same time the clties are required
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Star listener
The Peach Mbuntaln ra Io telescope, atl 200 tons of ii; site atop a
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City outlines uses
for federal money

l..he public safety department helps to
mnpl:,’,.‘mu“ procedures, Dead-

man 3 .

The clty recelves the minimum
.amount of federal shared revenucs al-
‘lowed under a complicated formula be-
cause of Farmington's overall {ncome
leve), Deadman sald.

‘.. Allbough - the federal funding pro-

Farmingtso's approximately $58,000
in 1988-84 federal shared revenues
most Ukely will be used to help pay
puhlinu{«yunplqyes'mdu .
Athough Clty Councll members of-
ferol no oiher proposed -uses for the
2 puoblie

bo made later this year when the city’s In be de .
ﬂ\ant’mu is made, said Farming. . -m‘"q’..'ﬂl,l&:'tﬁ consgimu :xpl:ezuea

Edesn to repew the program for another three
_Using the federal shared reveaues years. | _ .
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Doug Verbanic tests his skilla on G*Bert, s video game like the ono fo be used in the up
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By Tom Baer
stalf writer

Blll Etter, a self-confessed video-.
game freak, has an added incentive to
keep plugging those 25-cent tokens into
his favorite machines these days.

Etter, 17, of Farmington s “In train-
ing” for the inaugural Video Games
Olymples Friday through Sunday at
Detroit’s Cobo-Hall. He's honing his
skills this weck on the gameas at Pult 'n’r
Games, a Farmington arcade.

“I enjoy playing the games and get-
ting the high scores,” sald Etter, who
claims to have scored 25,000 on Q*Bert
and 10,000 on Front Line, two of the
games he'll be playing at the olymples.
1 like being the best.” T ‘

At the Video Games Olympics, he'll
have & chance to earn (hose bragging
vights, win prizes and help a charity.
All entry fees from the games will be
donated to the Assoclation for Retard.
ed Citizens/Michigan.

Asked what it takes to rack up those
high scores, Etter sald, “It takes good
hand-eys coordinatlon, and you have to
know the computer palterns. You have
1o go ”the way the computer wants you

[

Putt 'n' Games, which combines min-
tature golf with arcade games in-a
complez on Grand Rlver, s one of 14
Detrolt-araa establishments to particl-
pate In the Video Games Olymples.

CONTESTANTS CAN train at Putt.
'n’ Games on machines set to the same
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