Saving revenue sharing will be ‘an uphill battle’

By Carol Azizlan
slatf writer

Michlgan goverament leaders,
clalming they're *hard-pressed to pro-
vide essentls) and basic services,” are
making strong pliches for continuing
federal ald to help pay for those ser-
vices,

State, county, city and townshlp offl-
clals urged members of a U.S. House of
Representatives' government opera.
tions subcommiitee Monday to reln-
stato the federal revenue sharing pro-
gram. Some $178 million will be dis-
tributed this' flscal year to local gov-
eruments In Michigan.

Congress must act to renew federal
revenue sharing funds, which are de-
rived from personal income tax, before
the program explres Sept. 30.

“At a time when local units of gov.
ernment are bard-pressed to provide
essential and baslc services, Congress
should act to reauthorize this import.
ant program which for over 10 years

Storm spotters class Monday

A class designed to teach particl-
pants how to spot severe storms witl be
conducted from 10-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-
3 p.m. Monday at the Qakland County
Board of Commlssioners Auditorfum,
1200 North Telegraph, Pontlac.

“Skywarn spotters™ assist the Na-
tional Weather Service in identifying

Town meeting calls on deaf

‘The Michlgan Department of Labor's
Division of Deaf and Deafened plans a
town meeting 7-9:30 p.m. Monday in
Room 115 of the Southtield Clvle Cen-
ter, 26000 Evergreen.

There wlil be a demonstration by a
“hearing ear dog,” tralned to alert deaf
persons when door bells and phones

ring.

The meeting 13 one of elght being
conducted throughout the atate to dis-
cern the problems and asplrations of
deaf and hearing-lmpaired persons in
Mlchigan. .

Dog classes start

" The division last year was lnstru-

bas provided a rellable and steady “We're asking for almost chicken
source of finaaclal assistance,” said’a feed to support atats, county and mu.
statement from Gov. Jamies J. Blane- nlclpal goveraments, but funding like
hard, drunken satlors when it comes to mili-
SEVERAL LOCAL officlals made taryspending.
similar pleas before Reps. John BOTH BLANCHARD and state Rep.
Conyers, D-Detrolt, Sander M. Lovin, Joe Forbes, D-Oak Park, echoed the
D-Southfield, and Ted Welss, D-New need for restoring the state's share,
York, at a hearing in Ferndale, which was ellminated three years ago.
. The congressmen have used the Michigan ranks among the top flve
grass-roots approach® In three other atates sending taxes to Washington, but
atates — - Callfornla, Alabama and Ia the last atate to get assistance back,
Pennaylvanla — in an attempt to  Forbes pald. In 1980, Michigan sent
strengthen their case for continuing the  $28.7 billion in tax revenves to Wash-
program, \ ington. The state received $15.4 billlon
All three support-a blll which would in 1980, The $7 billlon loss la larger
extend the program for flve years and  than the state's general fund budget.
restors the states’ share of the funds.  “Slnce that time (1980), state govern-
Thelr bill would increase the approprl-  ments bave been authorized to receive
ation to local units from $4.6 blilion to  shared-revenue funding, but have
$5.3 blllion, ‘r:jc:lved no appropriations,” Forbes
. “Thi

BLANCHARD URGED Congress to
oppose President Ronald Reagan's pro-
posal to merge the federal revenue
sharing program with the federal com-
munlty block grant program.

“Merging the two programs runa the
risk of causing confusion at the local
level and, In fact, reducing unfatrly the
actual funding levels for both pro-.
grams,” Blanchard sald.

Conyers agreed, calling Reagan'a
proposal a “polite way of wiplng out
federal revenue sharing without having
to take the heat.”

Here la the difference:

® General revenuc sharing dollars,
usually handed down with “no strings
attached,” are used to help pay for a
varlely of clty services — from publlc
safety to road improvements.

® Community block. grants are

hous.

But Conyers cautioned (hat the blll 1 has resulted In a loss of ap-  aimed pecifically at ellmlnating
may recelve liitle support in Congress.  proximatoly $95-$100 milllon per year  blight, health and safety hazards, im-
‘“We have an uphill battle in for the state g an 5 proving low-t: |
our colleagues about the wisdom of this  shock causing administrative tremors  ing and preserving historic buildings,
leglstation,” he said. throughout Lhe syatem," among other things.

and reporting severe storms and deter- £

mining the type, location and direction
of movement of tornadoes and thunder-
storms.

There is no charge. Groups interest-
ed In attendlng may contact the Oak-
land County EMS/Dlsaster Control Off-
jee at 858-5300.
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of the dlvlson, there are nearly 85,000
deal persons and 500,000 pernons with
hearing impairments in the state.
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mental In sccurlng passage of a new
law that guarantees Interpreters for
Judicial and administrative hearings.

For mare information, conlact the
Michigan Department of Labor, Divl-
slon of Deat and Deafened, 309 N.
Washington, Lansing 48909 or call (517}

Dog _and
handling classes are belng sponsored
by the Hazel Park Recreation Depart-
ment and Bartop Dog Tralning Club be-
gloning this week.

Beglnnin,

2 obedience classes are at 1
and 7 pm. Friday, April 8, at a fee of
$25. Don't bring your dog the first night
but do bring health certificates for

‘DHL, parvo, rabics and a fecal exam.
Classes are held In the Haze! Park

373-0379. 5pe. setincluding
- 48" table.
in HP

R Center, 620 W. Woodward

Helghts (9% Mlle), a block west of 1.75,

Conformation handling classes begin
at 8:45 p.m. next Wednesday, April 13,
Bring dogs and health certificates the
first night. Fea s $20 for 10 weeks or
$4 per night for walk-ins. '

‘Questlons may be called to the recre-
atlon center at $47-8535 or ‘Karen
Paraday at 398-4135, .

L

Save on famous Brown jordan
tamiami patio furniture

CASUAL CONTERPORARY AMD PATIO FURKISHINGS
33021 Grand River, Flunr:r:’g.ion (2 biks esai of Farmington Road) » 478-8550
Mondsy, Thursday, Fridsy 10-9 « Daily 10-8 .
Master Charge snd Yisa accepted or uee our finance program

The fanily that's gaing places
needs the tools to get there, and
our Computer Advantage Club

The TI Computer Advantage Club
First stop on the way to the top
. . . for the whole family.

Adult Computer
Awareness $49.95
Introduces home, business, and

has them, Useful hands-on train-
ing in the computer basics essen-
tial to success in tomorrow's
wotld. Each course (three for
children 8-15 and two for adules
includes 10 hours of

uses of
through casework and T1 BASIC
Programmiing.
BASIC Pro; ming
for Adults $49.95

wilh button

with

. . in skills that last a lifetime.

Children’s Computer
Awareness 549.35
Intruduces children to the way
computers work. Training with
11 BASIC and T1 LOGO.

I mming Discovery
in TL LOGO $49.95

hands.on creation of programs us-
ing features of the TI99/4A and
Ti BASIC commands.

To enroll, just call us (toll-frec} *

for times, dates and locatlons in -
your arez.

*+ Call 1-800-858-4069,

8 a.m.~8:30 p.m., M-F, and
12 p.m~4:30 pm., Sat. and
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Single need}e shoulder
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CLAIMING THE eliminatlon of fed-
eral revenus sharing would cause fur.
ther hardship to financially strapped
Wayne County, County Exccutive Wil-
Uam Lucas sald: *We nced this to get
on an even fooling. Withaut ft, we don't
have a flghting chance.”

Wayne County, which faces a $330.
million deflclt, necds the $11.3 million
allocation It received this year from
the [cderal government to help pay for
publlc safety and health care services,
Lucas sald,

Lucas suggested Congress consider a
proposal lo tie the revenue sharing pro-
gram to the patlonal unemployment
rate.

“'We would suggest that you consider
autherizing a atandby counter-cyclical,
anti-recession assistance program to
provide hard-pressed local govern-
ments with a reasonable lovel of fund-
h;g to help them cope with the reces-
slon. .

“Such a provision would start as the
recuslonar‘y cycele beglns and lh\’p as

Ilg

the ecanomy improves,” Lucas sald. A
Wayne County's executive also urged
that “general revenue sharing alloca-
Uons to Jocal governments be increasad
to reflect increzses in program coets
due o inflation.” s

‘While the funding 1evel has remalned
the same — $4,6 billion — alnce 1978,
the buying power of revenue sharing
dollars has been “eroded by inflation,”
Lucas said. Thus, he said, local govern-
ments recelve 40 percent leas federal
government ald than they did in 1976, "

MAYOR COLEMAN Young of De-
trolt told the congressional committee
hiscity Is In “deep fiscal trouble.”

“But we're not aloe,” he said.
""You're aware of cuts across the board
which have put poor people on tha
rack.

“I'm not here on a begging expedl.
ton,” Young sald, “I'm here demand-
ing somo degree of equlty for all cltigs,
particularly Detrolt.” .
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Children explare programming
concepts and logic in T1 BASIC Creating wseful products
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music and speech. , - < ‘
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