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RANDY BOAST/slaf pholographes

After graduating from Farmington High School in 1980, Craig Hane
studled theater at Oakland Community College. He then returned
to his alma mater to help students produce their own plays.

Teachers reject student plea
for help in play production

By Tom Baet
statf writer

The show almost didn’t go on at
Farmington High School last fall, The
drama department quile literally
lnv:Fl_xcd directlon,

y

found themselves In deep trouble when

Rita Pleron, an English teacher who

had directed the school's plays for the

past several years, decided to take 2

:luve of absence from her dramatic du-
es.

The young actors and actresses
scoured the school, placing a “help
wanted” plea in every teacher’s mall-
box In an attempt to find another
teacher-director.

The students found no takers . . . no
response .., not even an ack-
nowledgement.

But, fortunately for the Farmington
players, help was close at hand — right
acroas the strect, In fact.

Cralg tone, n 1980 graduate of
Farmington who went on to study the-
ater at Oakland Community College,
voluntecred to dircct the school’s plays
- “The Matchmaker,” prescnted last

{all, and "The Elephant Man," to be
staged April 21-28 In the Farmington
audltorium,

Ameong Hane's many quallficatlons;
He lives on Prospect right across the
street from Farmington High School.

“He must have done something right
with ‘The Matchmaker,’ because most
of the cast and all of the backatage
crew came back to work with him on
‘Elephant Man,’ *’ sald Kristyn Mable, a
Farmington senlor who handles public-
Ity for the play.

HANE, NOW 20, intends to contlnue
his study of the theater at Central
Michigan Unlversity next fall. Until
then, he's happy to be gaining some on-
the-job training at his alma mater.

“The kids took it upon themselves to
do thesc piays,” sald Hane during a re-
hearsal Jast week. “They didn't tet not
having a teacher atop them. They de-
serve a heck of a lot of credit.

“It may sound corny, but It's that old
Judy Garland thing: The show must go
on.”

Hane knows first hand what it's llke
to be put out of a school activity be-
cause of teacher disinterest. During his

junlor year at Farmington, a produce
tlon he was in had to be scrapped be-
cause no teacher-dlrector could be
found,

“I was real mad," Hane remem-
bered. “I wrote a Jetter to the faculty. 1
even offered to direct it myself, But
ul\ey told us we needed adult supervi-
slon,

“I sald, 'Well, all you have te do is £t
In the back of tho auditorium and grade
your papers. I'll do the work.' Stil{, no
takers."

Senior Joe Panyard, a member of the
cast, scemed to like the fdea of not hav-
ing a teacher in charge.

“This way, we fecl llke we're doing it
all ourselves,” he sald, as he waited for
his cue during & rehearsal, “1 don't
know ... with a teacher there'd be
more of a classroom atmosphere. We'd
tend to let the teacher handle things.”

BUT MAHLE SEES some advantag.
es to having faculty help. "I think it
would help school splrit If someone
Irom school (directed) It,” she sald,
“Teachers are involved In everything
else, aports and everything. N

“More kids might be willing to get

involved In plays if they knew Lheir fa-
varile teachers were
ning them.”

high schoal in Michigan to do “The Efe-
phant Man," according to Hahe. “"We
mlased out on being the first.by about
two weeks. Bloomfledd Hills Lahser
was the first.”

three dates. The Apri) 21 performance
will be a beneflt for the National Neu-
roflbronactoals Foundation. In the play,
the leading character suffers from that
sease.

school to use volunteern to dircct plays.

wlill present "Double Exposure” April
21-22, 28-28, uslng two non-faculty dl-
recto

del.

“I'm exclted about dolng It,
said. "It glves the parents a chance lo
get Involved. There seem to be fewer
and fewer of Lhosc opportunities.”

plans to use a voluntebr director for its
presentation of “You Can't Take It
With You" May 10-2|.i

golng to bé run-
Farmington wil be only the-second

The play has an 8 p.m. curtaln all

anﬁlng{un isn't the only area
Farmington's Warner Middle Schoo!

, Dorthy Collins and Steita Ran-

" Collins

Farmington Harrison High School

Library chief angered
‘over stingy budgeting

By Joanns Maltszewski
staff writer

With frustration coloring hls speech,
Farmington Community Library DI-
rector, Gordon Lewls sayas the system's
ranking as Oakland County's largest
clrculating library belies its growing

1-696 crash
snarls
traffic

A Highland woman received a specd-
ing ticket Wednesday morning after
the subcompact car she was driving hit
a semi-trailer truck on castbound I-668
at Halstead Road in Farmington Hills.

No infuries resulted from the crash,
but rush hour traffic on the busy Inter-
state was anarled for about 45 minutes,
accordlng to Michigan State Police
who Investigated the accldent.

Susan Wangler, 22, was lasued the
ticket for “vlolation of the baslc specd
1aw,"” accordlng to a State Trooper Du-
ane Avery of the Northvllle post.

According to police, the Wangler
auto and a semi driven by Gary
Roumayah of West Bloomfield were
traveling side by alde on the interstate.
Wangler lost control of the car as she
braked for slowlng traffic, and it skidd-
ed under tha trailer part of the sem!.

“Luekily, it was the passenger slde of
the car which got all the damage,” Av-
ery sald.

Wangler refused medical attention,
police sald.

“It wasn't (hat bad,” Avery sald. "It
looked a lot worse than It was. It did
snarl up rush hour tralfic, however.

financial pinch.
Even il lbrary offlcials lose their
second bid In five years to reorganize

as a
ent authorily, they. still’ want more
money In 1983-84 from Fanningten
and Farmington Hllls —~ the lbrary's
two major funding sources,

“Appropriations have m:ll kep}
use,” sald Lewts, an a supporter
of the ibrary reorganization bld.

Even I the cities grant the Farming.
ton Communlty Library Board of Trus-
tees its requested 5 percent revenuc in-
crease this year, the finnncial pluch
would continte as Inflatlon hovers at
the 10 percent mark, shrinking the 1i-
brary's spendable dollars. While reve-
nue declines, elrculation has cllmbed to
an annual half-milllon and bullding,
employee and beck costs soar, Lewls
sald.

“In other words, we're pgetting
plached both ways, Lewls aald, indi-
cating that the increased circulation
means higher coats.

Faced with the same problem last
year, lbrary officials doubled book re-
turn fines and audltarium fces to help
offset such growlng operating costs as
the purchase of new books. Prices have
Jumped from about $19 cach In 1977 to
a current $30.59 per book.

brary, Lewls said.

He said, salarles and bencflts for the
syatem’s 87.5 employees hayo falled to
grow In proportion to other library sys-
tems because of Farmington's émplia.
sis on the book budget. ‘

“They (llbrary board of Lrustees)
have kept them {salaries) depressed In
order to provide as much funds as pos-

Yn honl hudead 1 T acnty add
the bosk budget,” Lewis 2dd

okt

Ol the 8,000 books library officials
are hoping to purchase in 1983-84,
about 1,600 are replacements in the
reference library, such as updated al-
manacs and encyclopedias. Another
2,400 titles would be non-fictlon and
4,000 — 2,000 in each of the system’s
two libraries — are “designed to meet
current demand.” But out of the 2,000
targeted for cach building, about 600
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Farmington's two libraries have been attracting
an increasing number of residents each year,
now pushing clrculation close to a halt-million.

RANDY p»sruﬁuph;nbww

As book, utility and building énu soar, library
officials remain frustrated witithe widening gap
between income and expenditres.

Novice hopefuls flood ballot "3

By Tom Baer
staff wrlter

tive in the F: C

only resident among the

Band as a musician (bass clarinet) and

Those fines and fee added
approximately $30,000 to the lbrary's
coffers last year, Lewis said. But it's
impoasible to ralse those fces (his year,
he said. .

“NOW THEY are the very highest of
the aurrounding llbraries,” Lewls said.

Although the library’s requested
$109,000 book budget could be de-
creased by cuttlng back on the 6,000
planned book purchases in 1983-84, the
quality and number of books, maga-
zines, newspapers and other reference
materials attract resldents to the I-

vice p of finances on Lhe board

Six all to
electlve politlcs, have declded to run
for one vacancy on the Farmington
Board Educatlon. The top vote
getter in the June 13 election will serve
& four-year term on the seven-member

Incumbent Michael Shpiece, who
served two terms on the board, is not
seeking re-electlon,

The candldates are:

# Michael J, Barnard, a 25-year-old
bachelor who llves on Minglewoed in
An acoount exect-

P — —

—

oral quarrel

Should teachers help

Fi gton Hills,
tiva for American Bell, Barnard s ac-

of

® Todd S. Bates, a 22-year-old stu-
dent who resides on Dumas Court in
Farmington Hills, Bates s a senfor at
the Unlversity of Michigan, Dearborn
with majors In political sclence and
paychology. He hopes to go on to law
school after graduation,

® Clarence M. Gabel, 51, an attor-
ney with his own practlice in Farming-
ton Hills, Gabel holds a master's of
butiness administralion as well as a
law degree. Gabel and his wife Ruth
have threo children and veside on Glou-
ster Circle In Farmington Hills,

® Ellzabeth A. Michelich, 33, the

six candldates, Michelich, who ls sin-
gle, llves in an apartment on Freedom
Road. A former English and creatlve
writing teacher at Detroit's St. Hedwig
High School, Michelich'is a [reclance
writer and photographer,

® Susan C. Rennels, a 39-year-old
assistant manager of the First Federal
Savings and Loan Association branch in
downtown Farmington. Rennels has
bean active In the League of Women
Voters and Common Cause, a citiren-
(ntarest group. A divorced mother of
two, she lives on Tuck Drive in Farm-
Ington Hills.

® Dr. Leonard M. Steln, 34, an opto-

Burglary

what’s inside

Jeatured
in this issue..

nabbed at bfeak-in‘;

metrist at théWoodland Medical Cen-
ter In Novi. 8in has been [nvolved in
two Farminton Hills homeowner's
groups, Kigspoint and Camelot
Courts. Steirand hls wife Rita are the
parents of of child. The Stelns live on
Mayfair in Jrmington Hills.

THE CADIDATES bave unul 4:30
pm. tod.ly’ remove their names from
the ballot they wish to withdraw
from Lhe ral. .

] dow'tkpect any of them to do
that,” ulﬂ:i Seott {lmn, adminlstra.
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