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‘New designers
‘work to give

“Detroit its own
Jashion image

By Loralne McClish
_staft writer

The models, d

glve the country a Detroit image,” she
aaid,
The Idea for Kirin (which is of Greek

ironing boards and sewing machlnes
that are filling up space now In an old
wlnery on Grand River are the begin-
nings of Kirin Designers.

While the flrst of the moving was
stiti golng on, the less than two-month-
old company was simultaneously in the
midst of its {lrst profect, Introducing
newcomers in the fashlon design world
to audiences at the 1983 Builders,
Home, Furniture and Flower Show In
Cobo Hall

"It went off very well and our oudl-
ences loved us,” sald Kirin's president
Ruth Whittaker,

*“Our clothes came from six Detralt
deslgniers whose works had never been
shown before and every one of our
‘models Ia a novice,” she sald, describ-
ing the'lormat of Kirin,

“We're saylng *Yes to Michlgan’ by
showcaslng the deslgn talent we've got
here because we belleve we can make
Detrolt & recognized name In the fash-
lon industry,” she sald.

. WHILE KRIRIN'S origina are based [n
getting the clothes fashioned by un-
known designers before the public, hir-
‘Ing modela to wear those clothes be-
came a pccessary adjunct {o the busi-

pess,

+ “We chose to go with the untrained
. models 20 we could tallor them ¢o sult
the clothes and the styles that are sult-
lbll: to us in the Midwest,” Whittaker
said.

"We're really pot iIn the modeling
and we are not in competition

sreacs

ul and they are not all tall and skinny.

. We bave a large varlety, Including
~ those who can medel for the fuller fig-

ured woman and the mature woman,

and means Unicorn) came
when Whittaker was a student at
Wayne State Unlvarsity.

“There was & tremendous amount of
talent around and no avenue of outlet
for thosa trying to get their foot In the
door,” she sald,

“Or there were those who knew &
great deal about designing but abso.
lutely nothlng about marketing.”

WHITTARER said she reallzed it
was “next to impossible” for one new
designer to put together 30 original de-
slgns, gather up the necessary models
to show them, and then promotae his or-
her own show.

““We gambled by taking four, five or
alx designe from several unknowns,
having them made up by our own
seamuatresses, and putting together a 40
minute show, Now we're hoplng and
waltlng that the orders will come In

. and so far, pretty good,” she satd.

Designs for Kirin's first show came
{rom Edward Wosachlo, Tonya Belton,
Mirjana, Karla's Fashion of Detrolt,
Ken Harp and Kirin Designers,

The showing ran the gamut from a
signature kimona wrap to a white tuxe.
do made of terry-rayon,

‘We've got
machines

I'm already thinking we're golng to
noed more space.”

Vice peesident for. Kirla Is Rick
Lawlor who has worked extenalvely In
tralning models for top model agencles
in the Detroit area In additlon to doing
commerclal photographlc work in the
arca.

Lawlor chose 43 to work as models
{for Kirin from the mare than 150 peo-

"“None of our models are P

ple who the pany’s first
ad for in the field, placed In

because our cllentel ian't yped.

As for the clothes the models wear,
“We're plcklng Detroit styles,” Whil-
* taker sald. .

- “All of the new desingers we fea-
tured at the bullder’s show have De-
trolt people In mind who are going to

S_tudeni‘s tackle heavy drama
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. the Observer & Eccentric newspapers.

Lawlor and Whittaker work with
Karen Cozx, who is the compary’s fash.
fon consultant.

Kirin will take individual orders for
custom-designed clothing in lis offlce
and showrooms at 31505 Grand Rlver.

Ruth Whittaker pro-
motes the work of
unknown tashion de-
signers and trains
unknown modals to
show those clothes
through Kirin, . with
the goal of giving De-
- troit its own {ashion
tmage.

“somo peat, innovatlve ideas" to put

the story across. -

This is a total student production and

the second students bave taken on to

stage by themselves, under the direc.

tion of Hane, after drama coach Rita

Pleron asked for a year's vacation
the gradilionat twice-

&) lons. *

“But Cralg came to our rescue,” sald

+ Mahle, who with a group of scniors

disapolnted at be prospect of not par-

* ta in a play, sought out Hane to
anp:tunxfn fall's’ producti
{chmaker.”

on of “The
e .

suburban life J
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The new Kirin model
Jorr

1s.In one of :hﬂ{kﬂul photographic sessions are from left Joe Staten, Alycla Hi
'] e M d s
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RANDY BORST/saft pholographer
Peggy Osterbeck and

Y ¥. Kirin ph

Man" had worked with him before and
21} of Lhe back stage crew came back to
‘work with him again,”" Mable sald.

Mahle stresses that “The Elephant
Man” Is not to be confused with the
movie of the same pame.

“The play was written to be done to-
tally without make-up and that's the
way wo're dolng it; putting emphasis on
the man and not bis deformitics. This Ls
the story of whal's going on inside this
man 30 It depends heavily on dialogue.

“Wa couldn't recreate that make-up
with a high school uctlon crew
without making it look phony so all of

Quaker Valley. Theatre. This fall he

- 'will ‘enter Central Michlgan Unlversity
-+ .on the bociors e

. THE
Tony

the resp ility falls on the actors
and their words,” she sald,
“Rebearsals are -on schedule.

. golng
- 'Byithe end of the first week we knew

wo had It togother and now It's Just a

‘Awards, Inc}
" il
Biv!dlu,y‘_' n197e.. .

of keeping gotting better, Cralg
E very happy with all of us.” .

ding “Best Play on

.

AP u
RANDY BORST/stet photogrepher

Tina Kranitsky {at left) is one of the new Kirin models who hopes
to trade in her job as a waltress at The Tollgate for & place in the
fashion world. Above, Tomi Conrad gets some mekeup advice
from Karen Cox, Kirin's fashion consultant, who is helping to cre.
ate the new Detrolt image.
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Al proceeds from the opening
night's production of “The Elephant
Man” will de glven to the National
Neurofibromatosls Foundation.

““The benefit is Craig's Idea,” Mahle
2afd, “and fully supported by all of us.”

It was alsc Hane's ldea for all of his
plne-member cast to take multiple
roles, “because thal's the way they do
iton Broadway,” Mahla sald,

Leads Inthe play are Kim Noles,
Dan Schroeder and Phil Lynch.

The cast ia rounded out with Larry
Wik, Tim Snyder, ‘Janctte Fleck, Liz
Berger, Joseph Panyard .and Tim
McHugh, - . J

Mahle I3 actiog a3 publicist and also
sewling a faw costumes, though many of
the costumes will come frop Farming.
ton Players' collection. ;- ; .

Krlstyn Mahte talks ¢
*about Farmington
High 8chool's . pro- g
duction of “The Ele-. ol

* phant Man,”: :




