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Minding
the rets

The Southfield boys' tennis
team oponed the season on a
positive note Tuesdsy when
the Blue Jays edged Birming-
ham Groves, 4-3. Southtield’s
success came from its singles
players with the Blue Jays
winning all four matchen, The
No, 1 singles player, John Zep-
pa (right), defeated Mark
Karcher, 8-0, 6-1, while No. 2
player Jim Haver (below) haon-
dled Corey Boiton, 6-2, 8-3,
For a cloaer logk at the match
and a roundup of Monday and
Tuesday sclivilles, see Page

photos by STEPHEN CANTRELL

By Tom Hendsrson
slat wrlter

Pat Plcard makea a recession look
Ilke a pretty good thing, After all, were
it not for a bad cconomy and a boring
acceunting job, he might not be travel-
Ing the world as a high diver. He'might
not be the star of ABC's Wide World of
Sports. He might not be knocklng him-
self out, elther, hittlng the water at a
zillion mites an hour from 172 feet high
and getting pulled from the pool as the
cameras cranked and the announcers
wondered if he were dead or alive,

Pleard, a 25-year-old di of

Ker-plunk!

Diver makes a big splash
but misses chance for cash

. (Mo

Southficld High School basketball
atandout Michael McCaskill an-
nounced yesterday he will contlnue
his career with Eastern Michlgan
University, according to the South-
fleld athletic director Fred Goldberg
and coach Greg Sliwka.

McCaskill, who was slck with a
cold Wednesday, was to have met
with Eastern coach Jim Boyee late

Michigan State who went to Covington
Junlor High In Birmingham, worked
briefly in the dull accounting depart-
ment of a Farmington flrm. He now
llves moat of the winter with his
mother in Troy and bas a funny story to
teil about his recent quest for the world
high dlving title.

Pleard, stifled with a busincss de-
gree in a world that was doing very !t-
tle business, got a job through his col-
lege swimming coach doing 80-foot
high dives at Belle Isle followlng his
graduatlon in 1980. The divers worked
for Maxwell Assoclates, which runs
dlving shows at 18 locatlons In Eurepe
and the U.S,, Inctuding the Sea Worlds
in Florida and San Dicgo. Picard
worked for the company in Germany
last symmer and will be working near
Niagara Falls this summer.

Anyway, back to the funny atory.
Maxwell has a contract with ABC to
provide the dlvers for its annual high-
dlving show, the one where the dlvers
stand on a precarious metal platform
16 or 17 storles above a postage-sized
swimming pool and wait for the jet
stream up there to stop blowing them
around long enough to give them a rea-
sonable chance of bitting water instead
of splatting on the conerete apron.

S0, there I3 young Pat, 172 feot abuve
the shark tank that, unfortunately, has
been emptied of sharks. He has just
done 132 feet in quallfying, but before
that, he'd never been above 100 feet be-
fore. Thls is all new to him.

“I wondered what the hell I was
doing out there,” just before he hurled
himself off into space for a flylng gain-
er. The flrst part of the trick is done In
Iaynut, with hle hack archad and his

to sign his letter
of Intent. McCasklll, a 6-4, 190-pound
forward who helped the Blue Jays to
the Class A state semifinals two
straight years, also was consldering
Michigan State Unlversity, where for-
mer high school teammate Ralph
Walker currently playa for the Spar-

tany,

“I think it boiled down to the fact
that Eastern Michlgan is smaller than
Michigan State, and he can get more

MecCaskill picks Eastern

personal help in the classroom,” Sliw-
kp zaid. “J think be fel he'll get more
of an opportunity to play, It’s a lot
more probable he'll have a lot of suc.
cess In the MAC (Mid-American Con-
ference) over the Big 10, But there's
absolutely no way he thought be
couldn't play In the Big 10,”

During his senior year, MeCaskill
average 17.5 polnta, 10 rebounds, five
assists and two blocked shots per
game.

It also was announced yesterday
that Redford Blshop Borgess standout
Lewls Scolt and Westland John
Glenn's Paul Graxulis signed at East-
ern, a school which flnlshed under
.500 last year,

“1 think Eastern Michigan Is on its
way to bullding a powerhouse,” Sliw-

ka sald.
— Jim Hughes

face looking up at the sky. You then
pull into a somersault, spot the waler
and hit it. Except, “when I spotted the
water, I was stlll 30 hlgh it amazed me.
1 remember going into the water and
that's all I remember.,”

They pulled him from the pool and
took him to the hosplta), where he was
checked and relcased. Except for a
sore knee, he was fine.

THE NEXT THING Picard remem-
bers [a asking the organizers how ho

win $500, though, in the prellminary
dlving, when a fleld of 18 was win-
nowed to six.

All 5ix dlvers got credit for the new
world record, breaking the old one by
six feet. To miss out on the record, one
would have had to miss the pool —'
that's now known as the Picard rute,

“Hey, 1 waa never In it for the mon-
¢y,” shrugs Picard. “It was the adven-
lure of the thing. To do it. But it waz &
one-time shot. Even if I had fared well,
1 wouldn't do it agaln. I gave uj one,
year of my life for that one dive. My

finished and how much was he getting~ 1ife docsn’t consist of diving, Next year;:

pald.
“It was funny the way they cxpl
it to me,” recsils Pical

Bu!p:eum 1'd hit the water, 1'd still
get credit for the world record.”

Dana Kunze, who did an amazing re-
verse triple somersault that left him
hobbled for a week, was judged the
winner and took In $2,300, To add {nsult
to Pleard’s injury, he had to pay his
own way to San Diego and stayed with
a frivnd while thare Ha did managa ta

lained
rd, “Becacza 1
was not able to get out of the water an

T'd rather go to (gra luzie) school and;
coach.” .
Pieard is heping his title will mean-

an extra $135 a week, putling him at:.
season. 'He's

$500 & week: for, the- atso!
hoplug the notoriety might help him:
find a univeraity that might be willing:
to trade him free computer classes for:
hls expertiss coaching the diving team, !
“Diving gives me a chance (o ride:
out the economy. Once the economy:
geta better, there's & belter chance of
me getting a good job. Dlving isn't’
somethlng I'd do for a carcer, but It.
cortalaly Iz fun while yan're vonnz

Bench talk: one of a kind
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Ah, the rites of spring.

Opening Day at Tiger Stadlum, overwhelming
displays of optimlsm — also known as Sparky’s
Malarkey — softball practice in the park, washed
out athtetic events, and, of course, Gearge Kell.

You knaw spring Is here when you fllp throught
the TV stations and flnd the Tiger network just in
time to hear Kell's familiar voice signalling, “The
first pitch from Guidry, a curve . . . and a good
one.”

To the baschall enthuslast, Kell's calls from the
booth provide young impressionlsts a chance to im-
itate the most imitable medla personality. Where
would WRIF's George Baler be without Kell?

We're used to such dn;dlu a3, “He just absotute-
1y hit it & mile” and, “You are so right, Al" {as
opposed o being just moderately right, Al).

AS FAMILIAR as Keil's vernacular ls 1o the
Tiger viewers, the same ia truc for baseball and
softball particlpants. Whereas Kell haa a language
all hls own, 80, t00, do baseball and softball partici-
pants. .

Etymologiats could have a fleld day exploring
the origins of what we're golng to call *bench talk.”
Bench talk is universal, And you nead not be the
team’s best athlete to excel, In fact, the class
clowns ustally are tho best in the business.

In order to be a successful chatter box from the
bench, you need the gift of spontanelty. You have to
be qulc{kullh a llne on & second's notice.

The role of the bench jockey Ls to not only rattle
the opposition with remarks — especiaily the pitch-
er — but encourage your teammates In glven situa-
tions,

Now, when you hoot on the opposition, there's a
ioe lina you should avold ctossing. Bush remarks
1all on the other side of that line, and such remarks
often are coazidered taboo. It's OK to make sport of
the way a plicher winds up, but cheap shots about
tis mother and girlfriend are forbidden.

LET'S GO DOWN Into a dugout to see bow a
bench jockay oparates and offer some definitions of

-— - The first job of the bench jockey {a.k.a. & bench

carburetor) is to test the opposing pltcher for ravbit
mutbzplmhercomulnwllhmnh(hhbm

B th_lumto?‘m:{

How you can benefit from
the oil price decline

Many companies that rely on oil as a fuel or raw
material should benefit substantially from lower oil
prices. Among the industries we see recording earn-
ings gains are airlines, autos, chemicals and electric
utilities. i

This brightened outlook for many stock groups
is the subject of a new 12-page report from Argus
Research. In it you'll read of the economic factors that
have contributed to the break in oil prices, as well as
comments on 8 companies Argus feels have better-
than-average investrment appeal.

Learn how you can benefit from the oil price
decline. To get your free copy of Beneficiaries of Fall-
ing Oil Prices, call 313-540-1221 or mail the coupon.

McDONALD & COMPANY

better you know us the better your future
Member New York Stock Exchange Member SIPC

McDonald & Company

Birmingham Place, Suite 333 )
401 Woodward Ave. E
Birmingham, Michigan 48011 ’

Please send me a copy of Beneficiarles of Falling Oll Prices.

Name.

Address. Phone. .

City. State, | Zlp.
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