Palln is an

father, whe
nocldeo to sell his children for sclontitic experiment in
'Munly Pylhon's The Meaning of Life.,”

“The Crucible® by Arthur Miller will
be presenied by tho Blrmingham Vil-
Inxe Players at 8:30 p.m. Friday-Satur-

day, 7:30 p.m. Sunday and 8:30 p.m.
May 6-7 at the playhouse on the corner
of Hunter and Chestnut Streets, south
of Maple Road.

Tickets at $4 arc avallable at the
door, but reservations are recommend-
«d. For reservations, call 844-2075 any-

couple, who

The action focuses on John and Ellz-
abeth Proctor, played by Tim Wit
tlinger and Joann Sellers, & urming

are victims of a

form
serving girl of theirs, Abigail Wlllums.
. played by Sarah Heetderks.

Others In the cast are Dike Dwelley
as Deputy Governor Danforth, Joyce
Clouthier as Mary

Warren, Boria

Ume, Setlera as the Rev. Samuel Parris, John

‘The play Is about the witch trials in
1892, The trials were claxsic examples
of masa hysterla, resulting in the hang-
Ing of a great many respectable men
and women on charges of trafficking
with the devil.

Unruh as the Rev, John Hale and Larry
Sweel as Judge Hawthorne,

The show is produced by Helen Parr-
lsh and directed by Barbara Under-
wood. Set deslgn Is by Tom Kolodflez.

Oakland County group
sponsors theater benefit

The Birmingham Village Players
production of Arthur Miller's *The Cru-  ers Theatre,
clble” will be presented at 7:30 pm.  ham.
Thursday, May 5, as a beqe(lt for the
Friends of Qakland County Welfare
Rights Organlzatlon.

Tickets at $8 may be purchased by
calllng 846-3094, M1-51ll or 4‘14-5“0,
A check made out to *Friends of WRO"®
and malled to 2798 Eastways, Bloom-
fleld Hills 48013, wlll reserve tickets
until they can be plcked up the evenlng

of the performance at the Village Play-

752 Chestnut in Birming.

This Is the chlef fund-ralser of the
year for the WRO, which lasf
logged 12,000 phone calls and recelvd
3,680 affice visits from distressed, job-
Tess people llving in Oakland County,

‘The organization has maintatned an
office In Pontlac for 11 years and re-
cently opened In a new locatlon at 132
Franklin Blvd.
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Irreverent comics
Jab sacred cows
as they look at life

10 it s gross, absurd, terribly funny and totally disrespectful of
any person or thng ordinarily demandlng respect, then it's Monty
Python. And If it is the Python team's latest fllm, then it's “Monty
Python's The Meanlng of Lifc” (R).

Yes, the gang has decided to tackle the big L — Life itself. They
don't bave the credentials of Mortimer Adler summing up human
knowledge, but who does {except Adler, of course)?

On he other hand, they do have the zdvantage of an original,

.. skewed perspectlve, the Pythonesque view of life. This is a matter-
., ol-fact way of looking at life, which either dlspenses with all the
euvhemhml or treats them with mock solemnily,

The prologue, appropriately enough, is largely unrelated to what
lollowx It's a tale about an Insurance company wherein the fusty
and felsty, sbirt-sleeved scribes revolt against the young, three-
plece-suit computer-oriented types who are the managers. The old
men carry the day with rubber stamps and paper apindlae, than
literally welgh anchor and cut loose as the hul]dlng salls off Its
foundatlons.

‘IT BECOMES a plrate ship crulsing the lanes of flnance and

mounting raids on stedgy houslng
..Companles and banks.
-==What follows this inane prologue is a series of loosely connected
~aplsodes dealing with seven stages of Hfe from birth to death.

* The moat savagely cutting of the<e is a salire on religion and
birth control. It culminates in 2 lavish musical number with bun-
dreds of urchins, nuns and even a bishop singing “Every Sperm Is

. Bacred.”

:. The grossest eplsode is the gluttony caper. The fattest man in
-the world lumbers Into &n elegant restaurant. There, amid obscqui-
ous attention from the maitre d' he throws up all over the place,
gorges himself and throws up agaln.

‘The most deadpan, clinlcal segment ks a schoolmaster’s step-hy-
'step explanation of sexual Intercourse to his bored class.

RELATED TO the subject of schooling ls that of sportsmanship,
The Python’s example is the annual ritual of the faculty va. stu-
dents rugby game, in which the youngsters are leit bloodied and
b.mred on the fleld of battle — oops, competition,
Typical Briush politeness and aplomb set the tone for the visit
ol me Grim Reaper to a dinner party. When the hooded fIgure with
- the scythe knocks on the door, the host and hostess graciously
Invite him In and introduce “Mr. Reaper” to their other guests.
, Moviegoers unfamillar with Monty Pythen humor should be
warned that it Is specific, pmvocauvc and "not pretly,® as Steve
Martin remarked about comedy. People who take themselves and
various institutions seriously wlill be seriously offended by all the
shooting at sacred cows.
i+.4 Those warnings noted, “The Meaning of Lifo” is raunchy, crack.
up humor like nothing else around. The Pythona make their pointa
‘even more telling by presenting the comments of a lchool of flsh
'who are view!ng the golngs-on of humans,
3 The whole gang of six consplred to.write and perform in the
[231itm, They are Grabam Chapman, Jokn Cleese, Terry Gliitam, Exic
Idle, Michacl Palin and Terry Jones, who also directed,
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Chamber“Music Kociety qf “Detroit

presents the Incomparable

GIDON KREMER

“Ona of the most lormidable violinisis of the day."”

HECITAL. 'I'unday. April 26, 8 pm
CHESTRA HALL

3711 Woodwnrd Ave., Detroit
Music of aekumnnn, Shostakavich, Brahms

Co-sponaored by WQRS-FM
Fou ICKET INFORMATION CALL
833-3700
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Birmingham Players present ‘Crucible’

‘seasons.

‘The Payroll
Savings Plan is
one of the
easiest, safest
ways to get
started on the
saving habit.
Even if saving
has always
seemed too
difficult in past

seasons,

A little is
automatically
taken out of
each paycheck
toward the
purchase of
U.S. Savings
Bonds. You’ll
never miss it,
so you’ll never

spend it.
1t just keeps
growing for
some coming
spring or
maybe a warm
‘vacation during
a cold winter.
It's a plan for

all Amerjcans,

merica.
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GARY CASKEY/statf photographer

Joann Sellers and Dike Dwelloy appear in the Birmingham Village
Playera production of “The Cruciblo,” Arthur Miller's drama about
the Salem witch trials, .

Daily Dinner Specials

{rom *5.95. Includes vegelabla ou
Jour, Bréad & Butter, Dinner Salad,

MONDAY RIB NIGHT
Special Prices

12 Slab 5%
Whole Slab
All-U-Can-Eat *10*

— Complete Dinner —

Keyboard Wizerdy
Lari 269 - Mon.- Thurs!
Norm Outly Frl.-Sat.

Secretary’s Week
Luncheon Specmls
from 2%

Drink Spocials with lunch:
Manhattan 85° Martinj 85¢

Opan Dally 11 am-2 am; Sunday 1 pm-12 Midaight » SPECIAL HAPPY HOURSI
Free Valat Parking Avallable - Live Music Nightly

998 W. Huron « 1 Block West of Telegraph » 683-1116

DO‘J T FORGET YOUR RIGHT ARM
" Speciil Luncheon Menu - Flowers for Secretarics

LR P

ALL W
On Secretaries Day, April 27
also

“DRESSING THE PROFESSIONAL WOMAN"
informal modeling by CHUDIK'S OF BIRMINGHAM

Kingsley Inn

B

Srecresanes og

Woodward at Long Lake = Bloomtield Hills » 642-0100

IN :
PERSON

Meet all the
DJ’s from
WCXY
RADIO

¢ Dick Purtan
*Tom Dean

« Dave Prince
« March Avery
*Don Alcorn
« Colleon Burcar
» Bob Nichols
= Larry Adderly
« Mary Belton
* Dettio Irish

Starting 5 p.m. at Darlm’ Lilly’s

Budwglger ‘Celebrity Nite’
THURSDAY APRIL 28th
Also, Meet Your Favorite Piayers
v THE DETROIT LIONS + THE DETROIT EXPRESS
¥ THE MICHIGAN PANTHERS +* THE DETROIT SPIRITS -

ALL BUDWEISER - 75¢ A GLASS
LIVE MUSIC BY PAM MARTIN & PIZAZZ

l-l‘ o bl orrgie fotute

— DARMIN'LILLY'S |

[ Lake Rd {8, of 13 uau) . 851 -4517




