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Southfield City Hall today, Twenty-five years ego,

imagined that the course they began would lead this far this fast.

25 years of Southfield growth:
the city surpassed all expectations

A T AGE 25, Southfle!ld is n success.

It's a working part p of

SOUTHFIELD WAS MOSTLY a ru.
zal farmil ity untit the early

houses and highrises, shopping
centers and akyscrapers. That's
demographic succesa.

For all it offers, Southficld operates at
a profit. That's bottom-line success.

Tracing the city’s development is al.
most o study in displacement. The origi-
nal forests were displaced by pastures,
which were In turn displaced by homes,
atores and office buildings.

But perhaps the first step in South.
field's develop was disp! t of
the origlnal reaidenta — Indians,

For glmost 200 years after the first
European colonists arrived in America,
Indlans reamed Michigan with very few
visits from white men. As the incvitable
trickle of scttlers started homesteading
the area, “manifest destiny™ tock hold.
The Indians' days were numbered.

According to historlan Vickie Gold:
baum, author of “Southfield: Yesterday
and Today," the first Indion treaty was
signed In 1807,

It limited the Indians tontotal of four
quare miles in Township One North,
Range 10 East: the surveyed area that
was to b Southfleld T hip

In 1827 a new treaty with the Patawa-
tamie Tribe took the remaining landa
away from the Indlans, and the trickle of
settlers became a flood.

John Daniels wos the first land pur-
chaner in 1818, He was followed by other
farmers and merchants, most of whom
originally came from New York atate.

Untll 1830 the township had been in.
cluded with Bloomfield Township, but

on July 12 the area became a separate

township named Ossewn. That nam
woan't too populnr with the resident:
however, and two weeks later the tows
'mpw‘“ 2 Comredb{latd Py
says it is thought the name comes frol
the township's location os the “soul
fields” of Bloomfield.

purt of the century. One of the area's
firat geeat organizational steps was con.
solidation of Southfield achools in 1947,
History of the consolidation ia also de-
tailed in Goldbaum's book.

Prior to 1947 there wete up to 12
school districts in Southficld Township.
There was no high schoo) — students at-
tended high schwels in Bianingham,
Redford, West Bloomficld, Royal Oak,
Ferndale, Berkley and Deteoit on a tui-
tion basls.

Consolidation was no small etfort. The
movement began in carnest in 1942, and
a school cecrganization plan was not ap-
proved by the Oakland County Board of
Education until 1944,

What followed were yeara of petition
drives, court injunctions, stalled elec.
tions and campaigna for and against the
isaue. Even after the comoli.dulilon was

the trend, and atarted a development to
take ndvantage of it.

On Oct. 8, 1950 Hudson-Weber an.
nounced plnns for the $20 million Narth.
land Center development, the firat sub-
urban shopping mall in the countey.

Slx days later a petition was filed to
Incorporate an acea In the southeast por-
tion of the township which included the
Northland property. The petition failed

MINGY SAUNGERS/staft Mww
the city founders who sat in the small frame building that was ihe first clty hall never

While a I ive tax base continued to
grow, o group ¢f civic-minded individuals
continued to lobby for a city charter.

On their third try they succeeded. On
April 28, 1958 Gov. G. Mennen Wil.
lioms appraved the chaster for the new
city of Southtield.

The biggest concern of the new city
council was how Southfield could grow.
Althought the city was predomlnantly

at the psils, but the Idea for w city had
been established.

In December, 1950 two more petitions
were presented in court in Pontiac. One
wa3 for incorporation of Lathrup Village,
the other for incorparation of the whole
township.

Although the township incorparation
attempt failed, the one for Lathrup Vil.
lage didn’t. Lathrup adopted its charter
in December 1953,

Beverly Hills voted to incorparate as a
villoge in 1957. The boundarics of the

opproved by voters, its it ¥
was challenged in the Michj :
Court.

Construction on  Southfield High
School didn't start until 1950,

But today, therc are two high schools,
four middle schools and 16 clementary
schools and six colleges in Southfield.

IN THE EARLY PART of the centu-
ry, Southfield was chonging in other
ways.

The townshlp had always been
crisscrossed with traveling routes; Indl-
an teails ot fiest, which later became
wagon routes and auto roads. A few

hip were shrinking; now there were
n )

residentioi, the influx of buniness was be-
coming greater each year ns companies
grouped along developing highway artes-
tes.

Elected officials in the city's carly
yeara not only saw the importance of o
diversilied tax base, but also how it
could be effectively planned.

Zoning was their moat important tool.
City fathers knew it cauld make or break
the community., They knew businesa
growth was vital, but it couldn’t work if
it was at the expense of homeowners.

Crndh i,

's elected officials looked at

several incorp in.
cluding Pranklin Village which had ex.
isted since the early 18304,

M, hlle bust and
was expanding. After Northland opened
in 1954, other large companies began
moving to the ares.

The Bendlx Corporation opencd offices

zoning with two things in mind: haphaz-
ard develop could be [ded with
an overatl plan, but specific land uses
should be flexible.

What they had in mind was a “neigh.
borhood™ zoning concept. Don Cross,
current Planning and Economle Devel.

director, says the baslc philoso.

and o research center in 1955, Standard
Oil and Reynolds Alumi d
plans for other facilities.

EIGHT MILE AND Teclegraph corri.
dors were booming with indusatrial, com.
fal, light fi ing and even
idential activity. About the only ac.

roads b g at 11
played an extremely {mportant part of
the aren’s development.

One such thoroughfare was
Northwestern Highway. In the 19302
and 1940s increasing numbers of work-
ors were using [t to commute from
Southfield to downtown cor downriver
jobs, HudsonWeber Realty recognlzed

tivity not attracted to the area was
heavy industry — there asimply was no
available rail, water or alr transportation
networks,

Southficld was outgrowing Ite rural-
townshlp roota,

Plans for a city of Southfield hadn't

phy wes to cncourage a partnership of

lal and residentinl growth in
most areas. Buninesa and industry would
be located separately, near transporta-
tion networks.

WITH A MASTER PLAN, South.
field officials could look ahead far
ugh to for future d deon
utilities and clty services. But at the
same time, they avolded scribed-In-stone
zoning of indlvidual parcels.
“Rather than face & lot of individual

died with the first Incorporation vate,

Continued on next page



