moral perspectives

Rev. David Strong

People should’t be
separated by age

Sometimes you learn about yourselt
from others. A colleague lold me I was
n minlster who planned Inter-genera-
tlonal events. 1 was surpri 'hat
was | dolng that I dldn’t recognize I
was dolng?

Whatever 1 was doing, it is because T
belleve chlldren and youth are persons
Just like adults, There are so many oc-
casions when all ages can be included
Just by paylng attention to our happy
dltferences.

Too many [nstitutlons In our soclety,
especlally churches, separate people by
age. Chlldren are sent off in one direc.
tion, adults in another. Many churches
do want youth in the workshop service,
‘They talk. When they sing or do a spel-
=a) “youth” service, we applaud. Other-
wisc send them somewhere else,

I DISAGREE. It is healthy to mix
people of all ages, Each age contrib-
utes a speclal part to the whole, Chil-
dren have energy and they are unpredi-
catable, Youth have a short attention
span so you can gauge your abllity to
hold people's interest by watching the
young. Youth are often more blunt
about things. Older people provide con-
tinuily, sometimes refreshing humer
and occasionally unusval support. Ba-
bles are good at sleeping and erying
and they provide lots to talk about.

instltutlons need to stop segregating
people by age. We discover life through
the cyes of cach other. We must
creatively involve all ages in a way
that affirms the extended famlly. We
need to quit sceing old persons as
throw-aways and children as Irrelevant
to what really matters. We need to quit
tgnoring the youth, hoping that they
wlll grow up.

When we lock for people of different
ages we natice unusual things, We seea
chlld walking throgh a hospitai corri-
dor, obviously clear about where he is

golng. There is no adult dragging along
by hls side.

WE NOTICE that some restaurants
only have adults in them, or only older
adults. Other restaurants have peaple
of all ages enjoying a meal. Sometimes
it Is good to have a mlx. We notlee chil-
dren shopping alone, and an elderly
neighbor who vislts frequently with a
child on the block,

The fortunate fact about children Is
that there is stlll a child inslde of most
of us grownups. We can at times €ross
the boundary and enjoy a chlldren's
story, or watch a clown or a magician
In a delighted way.

One day an educator declded we can
learn faster if people are separated ac-
cording to age. Yet we have lost In the
process. We have lost that (mportant
element of discerning what things are
important and what things are not m-
portant. Without opportunities to ob-
serve persons of other ages we cannot
casily telt how people live out thelr val-
ues,

1 ONCE WATCHED (wo small chll-
dren In church who suddenly got qulet
and attentive when cach of their par-
ents knelt to pray. We've heard the
phrase, “religion is caught, not tavght.”
We can not catch values and under-
standlng from one another if we are
constantly segregated

For many the word famlly Is a tur-
notf. We avold restavrants which ad-
vertlse they are famlly restauranis. We
do this becasue too often the food has
been poorly prepared. Too many times
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we have experienced poorly
family programs. They simply fail to
appreclate and utillze our cnmllve dif-
ference.

Ask anyone who grew up ln a one-
room schoothouse. They will tell yau
there were some advantages to this
mix. We need to set about rediscover-
Ing this secret.

. Farrell

gerontology
i A. Jolayne

Retirement

by choice

is a ‘much better’ way

Dear Jo;
Are you in favor of mandatory re-
tirement?
Mr.VR.
{retired auto worker,
with time on my hands).

Dear Mr. R.:

1t is not so much the issuc of manda-
tory retirement that I, as a gerontolo-
glst, find difficult to understand, rather
it I8 the lack of choice that many older
people have. Retircment Is a very ma-
jor personal and individual decision
that most persons make at a certain
time in thelr lves and they should be
able to choose cither mandatory or
flexible (selecting thelr own time) re-
lilrlemnnl or even clect not to retire at
a

The arguments favoring mndnlalry

ers perform as well as, if not better
than, younger workers. Rescarch has
also decl that older worker have
fewer absences and accldents than the
yo:ng and are more dependable on the
job.

A closely related argument favoring
mandatory retirement holds the more
promotlonal opportunities, i.e., attain-
Ing higher seniority and tenure, be-
come available to middle-aged and
younger workers.

Gerontologist Erdman Palmore aug-
gests that a solution to thls problem
would be to ellminate scnlority and
tenure provislons al a fized age and re-
quire older workers to compete period-
ically far thelr jobs on the basia of abil-
ity rather than senlority.

EMPLOYERS supporting mandato-
use the that

are many,
the belief that It assures equal treat-
ment for all workers, thus an employer
does not have to decide among bls older
workers who may centlnue cn the job
and who must go.

Young people seem to favor manda-
tory retlrement as they belleve that,
with this system, there are more job
opportunities open to them. This is
based on the premise that soclety can
provide only a limlted number of jobs.
Most contemporary economista feel
u:,xlt this argument i3 no longer accept-
able,

OLDER PEOPLE reapond {9 Lhis by
asking why a younger person should
have more right to a job than an older

2
without a fixed age of retirement,
health and pension plans are dlificult
to adminlster. They seem to manage
these circumstances very well when
workers retire carly because of health
or personal reasons.

Chooslng one’s own time to retlre, or
flexible rctirement, seems to be a
much belter way. It is not
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Ing or against the principle of equal
employment opportunities; it holda that
age is pot an accurate [ndicator for the
working performance of older persons.
Flexible retirement more {ully utillzes
the experience and skills of older peo-
ple and fewer would be in the “time on
my hands” peaition as you are, Mr. R.
Generally, it 1s those who are in bus!-

one. Many t y retire-
ment s essential because younger
warkers are more productive than old-
er workers.

There Is no factual basis for this
statement s research done- In the
areas reveals that, with the exception
of jobs that are very demanding physi-
cally and are time-paced, older work-

ness for who are more abla
to choose not to retire ever. Pechaps
they are the most fortunate as they are
a little more In control of their own
destiny.

It was Benjamin Franklln-who uld,
"There Is nothing wrong with retire-
ment so long as it doesn't interfere
with one's work.”
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"WHAT DOES
'CHURCH HAVE
TO OFFER ME?”

1t gives you uonu eldlroctlon
and purpose. And es you

, knowledga of Bod grows, thia
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evorything you do. We'd lave to
have you share In a Chriatlan

8elence service Mln ta this
Sunday,
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