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The Meadow Brook Theatre pro-
duction of the musical “The Fanta-
sticks,” with book and lyrics by Tom
Jones and score by Harvey Schmidt,
continues through May 15 on the
Oakland University campus ncar
Rochester. For ticket information,
call the box office at 377-3300.

By Helen Zucker
apocial writer

he Fantasticks’

receives a fresh interpretation

review

opus is stil} playlng in that 150-scat
house Off-Broadway, and, though only
23 years old, it has been done In Khar-
toum, Helsinkl, Berlln, Istanbul, Tel-
Avlv, Joh b Lendon — o

The Inventive, lively production of
“The Fantasticks" at Meadow Brook
Theatre ia sheer fun. A splendid cast,
cleanly directed by Judith Haskell,
brings freshness and zest to this polg-
nant mualeal,

The book and lyries by Tom Jones
and muslc by Harvey Schmidt have
worn well since “The Fantasticks” first
opened at the Sulllvan Street Play-
house In New York in 1960. This “little”

ahort, everywhere, Az a Japanesa critic
sald, after seceing "Fiddler on the
Roof,” "It's 0 Japanesc!” The same
universal appeal obvijously applies to
*“The Fanlasticks.”

The plot involves two fathers who
foster love between son and daughter
by pretending {o dlsapprove of the
match, by building a wall between
neighboring properties they wish to
joln . . . Where have I heard this be-
fore? Ab yes, Restoration Comedles,

P <. . Never mind. It still

works.

Keith David, a talented actor with a
volce as big aa the house, is marvelous
as the Narrator, bilarlous a3 El Gallo,
{he steals the “Rape Ballet”) and often
tonching. He fills hls role with nice
touches, tucking the Girl's tear Into his
vest pocket, treating the Boy with gen-
e irooy as the Boy rushes out lato “the
gleaming world,” weaving scamlessly
in and out of the narrative, Much of the
show hangs upon David's shoulders,
and be carries It easily.

JAISON WALKER, a fellow with a
terrific volce, beautiful diction and a
body be !3 in total control of, Is very

effective a3 the Boy (Matt). Walker bes .

a great slouch and is capable of moving
{rom ramrod stiffncss to limber grace
in a split second.

Walker pours his heart and his volce

Into “I Can Sce It and literally makes
us see the world he hungers for. As ar-
dent lover, disgruntled young slouch
and relurning prodigal son, Walker Is
superb,

Von H, Washington as the Actor
{Henry), the ancient who scramhles
Shakespeare detlghtfully, cllmbs Lo and
out of trunks and demands lights,
Washington is hilarious, He has the best
lines and makes the most of them.

Robert LaVoyd-Wright, as the Ac-
tor’s sidekick, the Man Who Dies (Mor-
Umer), dles brilllantly. His death throes
are the highlight of a show filled with
highs. Wright never makes a false
move. He's & pro. I wish him a larger
part made to the measure of bis enor-
mous capacities, in his next play.

Tamara Tuole Is o pretty and touch-
Ing Lujisa {the Glrl). Tunle has a lovely
volee and evokes 16-year-old rapture,

pain and the bright patilng hubh_lln of
thood Into hood the

the role of the Muts deftly. He filly 5
de of 1

moment she opens her month.

AUGH L. HURD a3 Hucklebee,
Matt's father, and Norman Matlock as
Bellomy, Luisa’s Dad, the asthmatle
and goutlsh who need & wall as
much a3 thelr childres do, do & very
funny rendition of “Plant a Radish.
They'ro es; y effective standing in
the "Wattean Tableas, beaming away
at the end of Act I, and suddenly
screaming away at each other in “This
Plum Is Too Ripe,” discovering they
are dlfferent sorts of at the

roles, playing
tho Wall and & bricklayer admirably,

1dida't get the rationalo behind Bar.
ry Griffith’s tilted, minimal stege, |
gather the upended elrcle marked the
rameters of home, the safe gardens
ut the tilt made for unng dane.
ing difficulties. The minimal, Inventive
set, fluttering sllk walls and a few
¢halk marks on the stage, would have
done just fine, But I'm not going to
complain about 3o small a defect |n
llgiht of the cnormous enjoyment Rob.

opening of Act 1. One loves watering,
tha other hates water. But thelr deep

their
and they lend a solid believabllity to
this alry fantasy.

Eddie Roblnson, a glited mime, fllls

or ' /planist;
Christa Grix, harpist, and everyone
connected with this show gave the andi.
ence.

My thanks (o Meadow Brook Theatre
for endlng the season on a high. '

Troy Players masters mystery of “Wait Until Dark’

Petformances of the Troy Play-
ers production of Frederick Knott's
suspense drama “Wait Until Dark”
continge at & p.m. Friday-Saturday
and May 13-14 at the Troy Commu-
nity Center, Big Beaver and [.75,
Tickets at $4 for adults, $3 for stu-
dents and senior citizens are avail-
able at the door. For reservations or
information call 879-1285.

By Qay Ziager
speclal writer

review

often requires a concentration that de-
tracts somewhat from apprectation of
the acting. Suli, the play is a thriller
that should delight seekera of chills.

lBHeﬂy. the plot revolves around a

The Jast act of *Wait Until Dark®

wlli scare the socks off you, though you
may be unnerved more by special ef-

, hia blind wife and a mu-

sical doll that all the bad guys want.
The leader of the evil-doers, playsd

by Dick Boaley, Ia vileness Incarnate.

fects than by a

He scethes with maliclousness, Bosley
under- strong when his
s less more de-

standing of the plnf The
atoryline, with all its twisis and turns,

monle side,
His two reluctant accomplices are
played by David Zubllck and Phil Mar.

THESE THREE, al various times,
prey on Dlanne Blernat as the blind
wife. In this role, Blernat Is startlingly
genulne. For one thing, she has a. dis-
tinctive face. Since the play focuses on
her sightlessness, Lhis is & real asset.
Blernal's features reglater the feellngs
she cannot permit her cyes to. She
makes us aware of her keenness of
touch and sound as she feels her envl-
ropment and crancs forward to hear
things that most of us would milss, Bier-
nat was cast well.

As her husband, Jim McCool had a

old nelghbor who comes in to help the
wife. Chlld actors are too often [ncredi-
bly cute, or precocious, or annoylngly

earnest. Taormina fs nonc of these.

When she's suppased to be bratty, she’s
a bona-fide brat. When caring, she real.
ly seema to care. She's like any cute kld
on the block.

There were only 30 people in the au-
dlence Friday night. There should have

been more. The marvelous profectlon
and enunciation scemed for naught,
But the players gave a packed-house
performance.

Joc Burdick and Diane Schell are to
be applauded for this production, The
staging was solld and the set and spe-
clal effects, critical elements in this
vehiele, were outstanding.
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