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How family struggled through unemployment

By Diana Gale
statf writer

A domino effect beﬂnnm‘ with a
lay-off notlce led to fl
emotlonal tragma and the enlhpn of
an easy llfestyle for a Farmington fam-
Uy - A story typleal of wblt uuny
familles bave experienced during the

recession.

The sole income exrner, husband and
father of two grade-achool boys, who
netted between $30,000 and $35,000 a
year as a skilled tradesman at General
Motors Corp., was laid off for a year-
and-a-hatf,

Monday, May 2, 1083

Ho was devastated when be found
himsell standing In Joug lines for his
unemploymest check, food packsges
m:grenthea?

e unemployment checks, which
lasted until be was called back to work
last April, were $700 a month,

His wife, who will be referred to as
Joan, agreed to share their experienc:
3, but asked to Mhplmymm;a
save thelr children from peer barrass-
mest.

“"We dldn't choose unemployment It
was inficted ca us,” sbo sald. “To bo
ashamed or embarrassed by it lan't

. belng falr to yourself, because you

mington, Michigan

‘To be ashamed or embarrassed by it
isn’t being fair to yourself, because you
have to throw away your false pride,
and at the same time keep your dignity,
respect, defermination and what sanity

there is.’

~Unemployed worker's wife
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The family faced foreclosure notices
on thelr home, utllity shut-off waro-
repossession of one of their cars

and the peu.iblllty of bankruplcy.

THEY FOUND a morigage compa-
ny to pay for their bouse, because the
landlord demanded the balance of what
was due. At this time the [nlerest rates
were 18 percent.

“The flrst impulse s to panic and the
fear which goes along with It only adds
lothep ** Joan sald.

have to uuv' away your false pride
and at the sarne time keep your dignity,

Headlee stands at ease
as he watches Lansing

By Diane Gale
slatf writer

Richard Headlee has stepped back
into the political spotlight, but he's cho-
sen a dlfferent stage than his Novem-
ber 1082 gubernatorial campalgn,

The defeated Republican contender
looked mora like the victor as he sat
relaxed in his Alexander Hamllton Life
Insurance Company office where hu
works as president and talked about his
poaition as a board of divector on the
Voter's Cholce Commlittee.

The group Is sponsoring a petition
that promotes voter approval for new
or tax shifts, and Is

percent income
cnne approved by legislators last

"Mnybe 1 will have-more effect by
speaking out and articula
rather than muu lnvolnd in uluy
distorted emotl
politicians 1ike Bhndmd." Bend]m
mdwhuhewnukedﬂbowmdm
{or governor again.

smlng wilh his feet perched oo a cof-
tee tahle Headlee atressed that the pe-
Uliva s wy cifective way volers <ad

Richard Hoadlee

‘use the United State Coustitution to

e st .
it
headed the most recent

drivein 1978, °
phicegbadpd

THE HEADLEE amendment lmited

Your soggy lawn
could be warning

By Joanne Maliszewskl
ataff writer

tank owners are cautioned to
be on the lookout for nepage or clogg-
Ing as County Health Depart-
ment officials contlnue moniwrtnu a
falled septic tank in & Farmington Hills
subdivision,

“Spring Is the traditional time for
septic problems,” aald Keith Krian, a
health department sanitarian who was
cailed to the Hugo Strect neighborhood
in early April after a resldest com-
-plained about seeping raw sewage.

County health officlals ordered
Deanls Staley, owner of Staley Asphalt
Co., 20758 Hugo, to repair tha sepuc
tank at one of the several homes he

owns. oo that block, after offfclals
found, through tests, that sewage was

eaking.
“He's pumped It out,” Krinn sald, re-

bouse at 20703 Hugo,

Although be has received about four
veports of falled septlc tanks in Farm-
ington Hills, Krinn sald ibe Staley sep-
tic tank problem s unique becausa It
comes on the heels of Farmington Hills
Clty Council's decision to install sewers
along Hugo Street. Most of the septic
problema are In the city’s southeast
section where the oldest nelghborhoods
arelocated, be sald.

the growth of the state budget by flxing
the ratio between the budget for fiscal
year 1978-79 and the total personal in-
cax7nn in Michigan for the calendar year
1977,

1t also provides for a reduction of
property tax millage rates whea com-
mnnlly state equalized valuations ex-

the Increase In the consumer price
Indc: {or the previous year.

In addition, the ratio between state
and local spending cannot fall below 41
percent of state spending going to local
governments.

“This (Voler's Cholco ‘64) amend-
that citirens ratify

Headlecsald. -
He ly confident tha committee will

that it will be approved by the voters.
en is in the front
l.lmnn.hovnr 's In-

thiok aoyone, yet, has
he's been lnvnlvcd in actlons such as

that,” be sal

“He mr.n:ly has done what most lib-
eral Democrats have done in the past
and that's Increase taxes, spend money
and blame it oo somebody else (previ-
ous Republican administrations,)”
Headlee sald. “The best way to control
this fs not to make (Lt. Gov.) Martha

With a wide yln, Farmington Hill's
favorits soa sald he Is pleased with the
outcomse of the gubernatorial election,
because he “came dangerously close to

winning,” and with hindsight be

wouldn’t change any of his campalgn

me

HE NOTED that he “far outdis.
tanced any midwest Republican” run-
ning in tha electlon.

“T was only mlly burt in Detrolt,
and that’s primarily becausa of a pled
plper [nfluence of the mayor, who con-
ilnues to spend money that’s not in the
? interest of the people,” Headlee

L
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reapect, determination and what sanity
therels."

“J's not that I'm pot grateful or
tbankful he was called back to work,
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but I don't thlnk I'il ever llve dependlng
on next week's check again,’” Joan said.
“1 don't know how, but I'm golng to try -~

When thelr car was repossessed,
Joan sald It was ihe {irst materialistic
lwt the famlly faced, but It was only

beginnlog of many things they
lurned to llve without. The everyday
necessltles that most people take for
granted becama quite evident.

“Chitdren don’t stop growing and it
gets (o the point where you can’t let the

Please turn to Page ©

*her works

Everyday
items used
as models
for artist

Artlast Gall Rosenbloom K-p!.ln,
working In her Farmington Hills
home, produces clay pieces such as
the “Kitchen Ald" mixer at leit. Be-
low, Rosenbloom Kaplan, who holds a
l!.u arts degree and teaching certifi-
cation from the University of Hk:hk
gan, checks the electric kiln in ber
basement workshop,

The arilst rzcently extitited 26 of

— somé #0 real-looking

that it was hard to distinguish them

from the household ltems thoy resem-

ble —~ at a private showiog in Blr-
mingham. .

For a story about the artist and
more pbotos of her art, sce the Subur-
ban Life front page.

She w1ll» keep watch on cable for c.umt‘y-

Qetting -:i !o; the ld:‘ll;ll
Ington, - Farmington
u“mm;o lan (ullod who

- RANDY BORST/aalt phokigyapher
Olkllnd

omung her h Nwl myor
téon.

By Joanne Mallszewskl
staff writer

Plymouth Township resident and
cable tele:mlllon lroupcr Lark

Novi a3 execu-

Farmington Bills and .
" tive director of the triity Southwest.
Oakland

Cabla Consortium.
o develop a
rellllnnlhlp
Samaaslian zaid,

“I'm a good, solid
working with
refer-

MetroVisloo,”
ring to the cable televisio firm which
franchise with tha {nter-

governmental

As executive director, Samonellan's
responsl! keeplng "an
overview” of mlobu:bul in tha con-

“We (anmumn and MetroVision

working [

that cable la oar tommunity is cre-

ative, effective™ and, comfortable,”
Samousllan sald.

"“Tt ta n business. We must nover for-
mmt&tmwuuwmw-

"We 're golng to work at keeplng lo-

cal programming consistent and well-
rounded,” shesald. |
RIGHT NOW, Samouelian, whose
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office s in the Farmiogton Clty Hall,
sald she “is boning up on all the under-,
lying (cable franchise) documents.”
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