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By Yom Baer
atat writer

To the casual eye, everytbing seems
In Warmington Hills' Lin
colnshire subdlvislon. -
The spacious Lawns are begloning to
green up now In the first days of May,
and buds can be soen on most of the
trees. But some realdents woald use &
sense other than aight 10 evaluats con-
ditions in thelr subdivislon.

For example, Lynne Ulrelch, who
lives on Castlerelgh, will tell you that
there was something deflnltely rotten
[n Lincolnshire, That something was
the raw sgwage in her basement and on
her lawn fotlowing the recent beavy
rain storms. y
‘The Utreichs and otber residents of
low-lying Lincolnshire arcas have a
problem. After a heavy rain, the storm
sewars overflow tho sanitary sewers.

The mixture of sewage and raln wa-
ter then overburdens lhe Farmington
Interceptor — the huge sewer line run-
ning urderneuth nearby Middlebelt
Roat — and backs up Into the resi-
dents’ basementa,

“'Jt comes out of lhe basement trap
like a geyser,” Ulreich said “We've
had four-to-alx feet of water in some
basements around here.”

Tha solution, as carried out by the
Oakiand County Dariment of Public
Works (DPW), Is almost a5 odious as
the problem as far as tha residents are
eon

“Nobody likes it . . . Dobody likes
sewage In the stroets. But It's either
there or in the basements."

A county pump was stationed at a
manhole at Lhe cnd of Ulreleh's drive-
way last week. The contents of {he sew-
er, ineluding bits of tollet paper, could
b2 256m o3 parts of hor frent Jawn,
"Qur grass Is long — we ha
a chance to cut It yet — and It acted
1ike a filter for that sewage," ahe sald.

Sewage flows
in the streets

“Now I've got and tollet paper
e got poop pa

knows what els¢ [n my yard,
toy driveway and all over the street.”

Realdents belleve that the Intercep-
tor and the lines Isading to it from subs
Alke Lincolnshire are “Irightfuily inade-
quats,” in Ulrelch’s words.

The problem 't Umited to Lin-
colnshire. A similar situation exists In
the Kendallwood and. West Brook sub-
divisions bordered by Orchard 0,
Farmington, 13 Mile and 13 Mile roads.

“That Farmingion Intercepior ser-
vicea all of F: Hills, West
Bloomfleld Towmhlp, all the way to
Keego Harbor,” sald Sim Porter of the
Oakland County DPW, “The intercep-
tor i full, actually more than fall, 2s it
goes by Lincolnshire.”

RELIEF, ACCORDING to Porter,
4m't Likely until the county gets some
{ederal moosy to pay for the construc-
tion of special reservoirs to bold the
overflow. Some officials estimate the

roject could cost as much as $90 mil-
jor.,

“There are certaln trouble areas in
this district,” Porter sald, “and we plan
to trest these areas individoally, But,
chances are, nothing’s going to happen
unles federal mooey can be pumped
into the pro]

fect. .
“We've applied for federal grants,

bat s of today we'va not received

basement walls
rofups out of thelr lawne; and watchlng
the skies for raln cloods.

“ mean, put yoursélf In our poal-
ton,” sald. “These are approxi-
mately $100,000 bomes, and we have
sewage Ln our streets.

“Like one of the neighbors said, This
s America In 1983, and we have sew-
1 streets.’ "

around here to get property taxes low-
ered, at leastona house basis.
Our value just Lsn't what it should be.”

ihe . .
Nrwich continued, “There's a move

poTa

A pumping davice like this one
i

e

county to sombat sewags ovarflow into the
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Is being used by

While

government officials may see this as a problem-

solver, residents are angry over the raw sewage
which is oxpelled from the sewer onto’ their
streets and lawns and leaves an cbnoxious odor.
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RANDY BORST/#ta photographer

Present quarters cramped, says chief

Hills cops looking for more elbow room

By Joanne Matiozewskl presented the plan to clty officials, 1t
statt writer st needs approval by City Council
before any action can be tak-
vi Pﬂl;: Bt provid- ity Counell bers Lo March
headquartegs are cramped. y memt
lngdlge t with roomler quar-  hired Carl Luckenback and Robert
ters for ita 108 employees would cost Ziegeleman , & Blrmingham archi.
an estimated $2.5 milll tectural firm, to evaluate the depart-
“1t’s Jika liviog Io a goldfish bowl" ment's space noods and de the
sald Pollca Chlef John Nichols, who ~ quality of foar city-suggested plans for
hel the city’s state-required extra space, including renc-
six-year capital Improvement plan, de-  vating an empty school buliding, bulld-
slgnednuphnn!natnouoﬂumdty ew structure on the existing site
projects. or adding 1o the existing station.
ocluded L2 mnmp‘;: i:a.ss'm“mmumm3 THE PRO! e t plan
to spead @ y $2.
ther L the 7.550-  suggests polE with 25,000
mmutmrumm m(mammm‘m

square off in first debate

bas lived oo Tuck Road 1
Hills for the past 12 Her cldest
child, & boy, is & gra of
and ber davghier is a
*I'm becanss 'm ¢ tted
o quality peblic education,” Reanels
fetl Farmington a good

projected population and com-

mensurate growth of the department,”

the Improvement plan {ndlcates,
“Bear in mind, the whole lxsue 13 un-

der study by competent archilects,” Ni-
chols said, Indlcating the departzment's
desired square footage could change
depending on statiztlcs such as popala-

tion growth and transportation within

the city.

Pleasa turn to Page 4

. . . as new firehouse eyed

Py Josnne Mallszewski
staff writer

anzl.nxloumuspunnlummnﬂl—
sioners bave teatatively targeted tho
t for ballding expansion

te 1980s although flre depart-
meot space and bailding rank be-
low ibe {mmediate for larger
quarters in the city police depariment.
inFe've got an co-golng survey oa
statistics before we do any firmiog up
ﬁ.wmwm” sald Fire Chief

wrence Karoo.
In a receatly released state-roquired

od that as “tbs city continues to grow
and both density and traffic
condltions increnss,” a fifth flre station
might be needed that would be more
centrally Jocated than the city’s exist-
ing four statioas.
But Karon fs quick to polnt out that
cmddenl.(&: of a fifth :hu'&.mA ;‘:
lanning process.
cision to buudpl fifth station depends
;punmn.“hnﬂ;nht; wmpamd' hmlm-.ne,'
tion shifts b;n& I':’mporuuon.
approved Council mem-
bers, as part of the total capital im-

six-year capital imp ¢ plag,
planning commissioners bave suggest-

» Dew fire station
Wm-bmmmlmmm

SHE CONTINUED ber volunteer
work. Aa & founding member of lhe

) e e
e group,

8chool race G tdion win viichiies
of Women Voters.” “Through woeking Ln that organisa-

Rennels and started & fami-  tlon, 1 learned quite a bit about the leg-
1y shortly after tion bat sha nev-  Ialative process,” sbe said. “T was a
. erstopped macollegedegroe. registered lobbylst for Common
. “Ovx'als period,” shesald, ‘T Cause.” .

and In a centra) location such as near
city ball on 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
Hoad It would cost an estimated
$500,000, the improvement plan sald.

“Right now, it'a all based on prelimi-
nary dats,” Karop added,

But Karon sald that the condition of
statlon Number 9, bulit uL 18, on

Farminaton Observer

Farminaton, Michigan

loe A1 Rights Reverved

Lawyers

offered
shortcut

By Joannc Maliszewskl
ol writer

Images of bespectacled attomneys
with stacks of dusty, old law-
books are {ading fast as the computer
age dawns on the legal profession.

Now for every hour and a half
gleaning through books for legal decl-
slons and precedents, an atiorney can
cut research time down to 10 minutes
with the recently Installed Westlaw
System 11 — a computer-assisied legal
research system — at the Farmington
Commenity Library.

"Once you get the knack of it, it cer-
talnly will savo you time. There's 0o
doubt about it,”” sald Farmington Hilla
clty atlorney Paul Bibern, who Is
learning to use the computerized legal

research system.

With the elght-week-old ‘Westlaw sys-
tem in the Farmington Hilla library
branch, altorneys who bave taken the,
tralning course can quickly search the
computer’s memory for attoroeys ané
judges' names, and legal declslona in
casea involving federal law, securities,
bankruptcy, Internal Revenne Service
regulations and all Michigan cases,

s before 1980,

“There's a certain amount of time
you've got to Lovest in learning to use
the system and to Jearn to think differ-
ently,” sald Jerry Furl, adult reference
\ibrarian, adding that an attorney bas
to think of synonyms, or similar de-
scrintione of a1l the clements Involved
In the type of law cases requested from
the computer. That means when re-
questing cases involving bad weather,
tho attorney punches In the words, wet,
snow, ralny, and 80 on. .

TRADITIONALLY, an atlorney sita
down and slts through law books
searching for any legal docisions per-
talning to car accidents and bad weath-
er, Lewis said. Now alter plugging in
associated elements of a situation, that
search can be completed within min-
utes as the computer apits out the re-
quired information at 130 characters
per second. If an attorvey wants an ac-
tual copy of the information oo the
computer screen, tho attached copler
produces the information at 960 words

per accond, Lewls sald.

“It's golng to depend on how familiar
you are with Weatlaw,” Blbeau sald, re
ferring to the amount of lime saved by
the computer search. “It's a question of
Iearning the system and staying famile
far with the system."”

But that's something that both Lewis
and Furl admit can make or break an
attorvey’s successful (:: of the compu-

terized reference system.

“]t doesn’t take a particularly long
time to be proficient,” Lewis sald, add-
ing it should take an attorney about

Wheeler and Independence, bly  five hours to master the and an-
more important (han doveloping & fifth  other 16 hours to adjust to 2 pew way
m posed Im: I‘a“i': Mwml lbe(gsl:um lyﬂm. rovides
Station 3 li: for the late 1980s. ° " P
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