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against backdrop of Depression

person. But the calls came, too, and were
handled by a corps of volunteer city cdi-
tors who answered phone querics
throughout the night. One volunteer,
Harsold Ellerby, suid he answered nbout
2,500 phene calls between 10 p.m. and
3:30 a.m.

The wait for the results was a long
one: Polls were scheduled to close ot &
p.m., but at thot time there were still 100
peaple lined around the walls of the Mu.
njcipal Building.

The last vote was not cast untjl 9:30,
indjcating that the returns would be late
~—~ perhaps very late because of the
record.breaking voter turnout predicted.

First reports {inally began trickling in
{rom Precinct 4, Wylic Bell's Garoge, at
nbout 1 p.m., but the others were not
ready for another hour or more.

REPORTERS HURRIED back to
the Eccentric office with the results
from the five precincts as they were
counted, and the level of excitement
soared as cach made his announcement .

Anticipation of this election was
piqued the night before when about 300
people and nearly all of the candidates
attended a mnss meeting sponsored by
the League of Women Votera at the Bir-
minghom Community House.

.

But the seed of the idea for turning

Birmingham into a city hod really been
plented long before.

The actors who ployed starring roles
in the cityhood dramn took the stoge in
the mid 19202 and began the action that
would not culminate in success until
that apring night in 1933.

1t all began when a group of commit.
tees investigoted the varicus nspects of
cityhood in 1926,

Those committecs reported unfavor-
ably on the issue. The basie reason being
fear that incorporation ns a city would
mean fon of the Birmingh
School District boundaries, moking
them dilferent from those of the city.

AN ELECTION was finally held in
1928 to decide whether the village
should incorporate, but the result was o
landslide vote ngoinst cityhood,

‘Then, in 1232, the issue was agoin dis-
cussed, primarily as a method to save
the village and taxpayers moncey, which
was very scarce due to the Depression.

Birmingham was not the only village
considering cityhood ot that time. In
1932, the village of Bloomiield Hills
voted to ndopt the city form of govern-
ment.,

A committec was appainted by the
Propesty Owners Division of the Bir-
mingham Rent Eatate Board to investi.
gate the cityhood question in light of

new ci and tegislatien that
had o¢curred since the 1928 vote.

Ralph 1. Coryell was chairman of this
committce. He was joined by Walter L.
Conuelly, who was then a member of the
village commission, Edward L. Bryant,
an attorney, and George R. Averill, who
had long been on nctive supporter of the
cityhood movement.

But the man who from the beginning
was one of the most important leaders of
the movement was Charles J, Shain. He
had been involved in ergonizing the vote
four years carlier nnd was then chalrmon
of the Property Owners Division.

AFTER MANY weeks of hord work,
the report ¢oncerning the advantoges
and disadvantages of a city form of gov.
crnment wns completed on April 13,
1932,

"From the datn appended, thia com.
mittee visunlizes a marked savings in ¢x-
pense in a propased change to a city
form of government. There ore certain
dangers inherent to o chunge, but these
can be taken care of in forming the ¢har.
ter, For the most part, the factors which
prevented a change aeveral ycors ago are
either nonexistent now or have been nl-
tered and are not serious.

“We feel that the cconomies and sim-
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George R. Averill
(above) had long been
an active supporter of
the cilyhood drive.

Pierson Interiors opened with astalf of one in
1949 ... that was Edward 5. Pierson.

His stare hours were M, T & W 9-5PMand
Th,F & Sat9-9PMm.

Pierson Interiors 1983

Pierson is still dedicated to offering the very best in fine furniture
accessaries and designing. The statf of six designers will help you
wilh everything from candlesticks 1o your totalinterior.

35 years of growing with...
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Rosiciontial and Commorclol Cosigners

Exterior of the ariginat store on Grand River
Avenue.

A tradition of excellence in fine lurniture
and accessories had begun.
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