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Peck bankruptey

won’t stop project

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writor

Farmington HIlls auto dealer Roger
Peck, a senior citlzen housing propo-
neat, claims his proposed 900-unit scn-
for cltizen housing ‘complex ls stif)
afloat despite his denlenhlpl fillng for
bankruplcy under Chapter 1.

“That (bankruptcy} was a defense
mechanlsm to keep the banks off our
backs," sald Peck, owner of Roger
Peck Chevrolet.

The proposed HUD-{unded sentor cit-
lzen complex would be on an 8.7-acre
sitec owned by Peck. The land fronts
Nine Mlle and Tuck south of Grand
River. According to Peck'sproposal, he
would lease thq propetty to the Farm-
ington Hills Non-Profit Housing Corp.,
(he tax-exempt sponsor/mortgager re-
quired by the U.S. Department of Hous-
Ing and Urban Development (HUD).
The non-proflt housing corporation will
desfgnate clther Peck or a speclalized
firm to manage the development.

“EVERYTHING 1S GO if we get
{federal funding,” sald Joan Dudley, one
of the coporation'a directors.

With a rezoning uest approved,
and the archltectural plans and con-
struction blds in hand, Peck said, the
remaining — and most Umportant —
step is to meet HUD's June 30 applica-
ton deadline for federal money to
build the senlor citizen complex,

Allhauxh Peck bas yet (o see the ar-

‘That (bankruptcy) was *
a defense mechanism’
1o keep the banks off
our backs.
— Roger Peck
' auto dealer

chitect’s proposed budget for develop-

-ment of the complex, the total package
.would cost [n the mlllions, he sald.

But while plans are moving ahead

“for requesting federal money, a rift In

the seven-member housing corpora-
ton's board of directors surfaced last
week. The Farmington Hiils City Coun-
cil received 2 letter requesting
$140,000 in Community Development
Block Grant money 1o for Improve-
ments pear the proposed housing com-
plex. Such Improvementa could be pav-
ing of Tuck Road. Clty administrators
sald they would study the roquest,

THE LETTER REQUESTING block
grant money prompted the mlmuon
of housing corporation seeretary M.
sle Kurzcja of Farmington Hills, A!‘
though wrilten by Gerald Tattersall,
the auto dealership's genera) manager,
Lhe letter bears Kurzeja's signature.

- I had no knoweldge of this let-
ter of its content uud Was never cun~

ever had my permlu[ou to algn my
name to anything and did 2o this time
without my knowledge or consent"
Kurzeja indicated in her resignation
letter.

But last Friday. Peck said Tattersall
indicated he had called Kurzeja and
rexd her the letter,

“There weren't any shenanigans
here,” Peck sald. It I8 a commmon
business practice to sign letters for
ou:er members of a board of directors

r {rustees, he sald. “Tattersall just
dldn t lnlunl the letter (when he algned
Kurzeja's name).”

“SHE (KURZEJA} IS a good gal. She
Just didn't understand thls program.”

Although unsure whether Kurzeja
would be replaced on the houslag cor-

pouuon. Peck [ndicated a smaller

group of people is easfer to work wlith.

“It's up to them (the houslng corpo-
ration),” Peck sald."The hard thing to
do with seven pcople is o get them to-
gehter at one time.”

Although some corporation directors
think the rift Is based on mlsunder-
standing and a lack of communication
within the organization, no one thinks
the problem. will affect the proposed
houslog center’s progress. °

In fact, Peck has accumulated more
than 300 names of person wanting to

sulted in this matter;
ther Mr. 'hmrull nor Mr, Peck hnva

Hllls woman wins award

A business success story

. By Jackie Kisin
atatf wrlter

When Adeline Laloret graduated
from hligh school 30 years ago, she and
other young women were advised to
pursire a eareer (n nursing or teaching
or to get married, have kids and suy
home.

But women fn the past two decades
have opted for a wide varlety of alter-
natlves which Laforet refers to as “the
burden of choice.”

A registered nurse who owns three
health care corporations in Seuthfield,
Laforel recently returned from Wash.
ington where she recelved a Natlonal
Women In Business Advocate of the
Year award from the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration {SB.

Laforet, 46, a Furmlnglun HIlls rest.
dent, Is founder and sole owner of the
Health Care Professionals: Pro-Care
Ona Inc, PCO Associates Inc. and
Laforet Enterprises,

Laforet's own eéxperience mirrors

.that of many women who balance a ca-

reer against the demands of ralsing a
famlly or pursulng higher eduction. She
manages to do it all successtully.
Seated In her altractive Southfield
office, which abe decorated herself,
Laforet talked about - women en-
trepreneurs.

“WOMEN TODAY have a total [den-
tity and many no longer belleve it's ide-
al to just stay home and have kids,
More than 50 percent of women in the
natlon are working and 25 percent of

all businesses In the country are owned

by women.
“Entrepreneurism 1s 2 natural dis-

* covery for females. Clothing oneself In

credibility, settlng goals and having a
g0od business plan diminishes sexism.
Women are starting business flve times
faster than men and are more willlng
to be viajble owners.”

‘Women have the same probtems that
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‘Twenty-five cents

A swan is always beautitul, but Atlee 8. Hart had
the vision to make it even more breathitaking by

You're wldoon. the ’wuther'l great, and the next
three months are the best time of year to take color slides
oinamré.donwhma.Evenlnlmtanrwlmum hig

time and plans his work carefully can do wonders,

Save best shots for the, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers' 19838 color slide contest on "Nature In the
Subarba” © . :

‘We all can learn a lesson from this photo by Atlee S.
Hart, s four-year resldent of Farmington When not
managing Signals and Systems, bis electronics manufac-
turing flrm in 'l‘roy. be derhonstrates bls flalr st photog-
raphy. Hart, who has boen taking pictures for four years,
even does his own color printing.
EARLIER THIS year, his photograph of a sithouetted
;lnn waa featured in th mden' photo issue of Michigan

tural Resources ma,

On Little Traverse Bly last summer, Hart walted for
the descending sun to reach fust the right position to
backlight the swan and to paiot the water a splendid
orange.

Staij} shooting prize photos

shooting this swan in sllhouette againat ripples
reflecting an orange sunsot,

OnhLlNllumcmmnMnmmmlmmp

with'a telextender to_produce 800 mm of focal length,
‘That brought in the swan close and compreased the wa-
lﬂ"l ripples Into a dramatic backdrop,

A steady tripod helped Hart upcuto tho serena sceno
, 00 bis favorite fllm, Kodachrome 25

“Phatographically,” be sald, “I'm techoleally well
versed. Now IU's me lodevelap my artistlc vislon, Out of
the sclence — Into the art.

From this comblnation of tecknlque and vl.llon. it
seems he's well on his way.

AMATEUR photographers who live in the Observer &
Eccentric dellvery area are eligible to enter color slides
In the “Nature in the Suburbs” contest. Winning photo
will be published ubur Day weekend In fell color in your
hometown newspa

Watch for deulh on how to enter In two weeks,

Meanwhile, load up your camera with film, plan your
shots carefully, and be on the lookout atall times for that
plcture with impact,

It adds up!

Dunckel math whizzes shine

By Tom Baer
atafl writer

For flve F

League, a group of teachers, the volun-
tary test is glven each year to middle
{(grades six through elght)

he sald. “Some have been ldentified as

glited; others are just very good math
atudents.”

Kllhy Huln. " Fmﬁlngton mgh School -ludcnl,
treats hersaif to some rafreshments atter donat-

ing'a pint of her blood to the Red Cross dm!un LI

drive heid at “I. lohool Inl I‘-'fldny. Ses plu 3
fora -Iory and mon phologupha. .

»n

sters, success In school comes by tho
numbers,
The students,- all sixth- -graders at
O.E. Duncke) Middle School In Farm.
Ington Hilla, figured thelr way to a high
score in & recent statewide mathemat.
ics competition.
- "The youngsters were required to

erry Kaplap, wha coor-
dinates activitles for gilted chil In
the Farmington School Distrd

problem solving.”
Onh qwuon road; “A bhc‘l': jack
year Is a year where the sum of the
digits ja ni 1983 (s & black kcct y‘jl.:k
lor* example. How. many b!
thére between .1000 and:

The tive highest scores in the clas
were totaled and became the school's
scare, Dunckel amassed 187 polnts out,
of & posalble 200 to tie for third place
with West Bloomfield's Orchard Lake
Middle School In tbe Oakiand County

mmmnvmmmmm

throughout the state.

“Kids, especially bright ones enjoy
the competitlve nature of learnlng,”
xnphn uld. “They really get stimulat.

ey cAn compete againat kids
thoy don‘t lmw. They like to see how
they stack up.

Some, bul not all, of the Dunckel stu-
dents fall Into the "gllled chlld” cate-
gory, according to Ka)

“IUs fust a enenl hich hap-
pens to have a lot of hrlght otudcuu"

Country Day finishing first In the
competition didn't surprise Kaplan.
“It's a private lchool with a lot of
bright kids In it,” ba

Kaplan sald he was pla.u, but not

, with the Farmingloa show-
lng “We have & very bright popula.
tion,” he sald,

No calculators or slide rules could bo
used on the test , . . “Just
lot of scrateh paper,
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