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By Joanne Maliszewsk|
staff writer

A growing number of Farmington
Hllls homeowners are concerned with
the recent trend toward developers
bullding smaller houses in subdlvlsions
of larger houses.

“It ls a situation where, because of
the high costs {of the larger houses),
you end up with a builder who has diffi-
culty selling a higher-priced home,”
sald Thomas Biasell, Farmington Hills
director of publlc services.

“As a result, there 1s more and more
of & market for the smaller homes.”

Even though bullders stlll are build-
Ing houses that are larger than the
clty’s minimum-sire requirements, tha

1ng houses in subdivisions such as Fox-
Irv Wilcove Estates, Spring.
ée‘fbmk and Ramblewood.

ol "SEVERAL HOMEOWNERS  ex.
preased their concern at Monday's city
council meeting.

"It's called downslzing,” mald Fox-
moor subdlvision homeowner J
Aman n a telephone interview the next
day,.

The recent bullding of “much

" ‘smaller and not as g quality
bomes,” Aman sald, is occurring in his
unfinished subdlvision, a3 well as [n an-
other 11 or 12 nelghborhoods through-
out the clty.

Concern about this trend in the untin-
ished subdlvislons surfaced in May
when homeowners In the Irv Wlilcove
Estates appealed to the Farmington
Hllis City Counctl for help.

Resldents are complaining that new
smnl.]er. less expensive, and what they

have called lower-quallty houses, are

caualng Ih-e valus of the larger houses
to drop, Aman sald, ,

FOR EXAMPLE, AMAN originally
chose to Live in hia subdivislon because
the developer was bulldlng all-brick
houses, he sald, Now, that bas changed,
and the developer is allowing houses
without brick to go up, Aman said.

But residenta fear that the value of
the smaller houses wi ose subdi-
vislons will “artificlally Increase” be-
cause of the subdivisons in which they
are located, and houses lke Aman'’s,
will drop ia value,

“We're trying to insure the lnteg;dly
::l'&hu varjous unfinlished subg,” Aman
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asked the council for help Lo May, offl-
clals lp‘ed to study the situation and

present a report on Jene 19, Mlhnuh_
~olllchll followed through wil

promise, city administrators tuld lui
d::i.edm‘ week that more atudy-is
o 5

PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT is
whether ‘the city can, through ordi-
napce changes, tell developers they
caanot bulld houses that are smaller or

of lower quallty than the exiating hous-.

€3 in an unfinished subdivision.

“The courts are concerned that such
minimum standards (for house size)
may bave tha effect of restricting cer-
tain classes of resldents from choosing
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Votzr: gava Susan C. Rmnel.n the
largest slice of a very small ple last
Monday In the annual Farmington
School Boand electlon.

Rennels, a 30-year-old asistant
branch manager of an arca savings and
loan, entered the world of elective poli-
tles by bandily trouncing her flve oppo-
nents to win a seat on the Farmington

to llve In a community,” Biasell sald In  Board of E4

a report to the City Councll.

nary review of law cases
lhnwl thlt lt is difflcult to set mini-
mum or mazimum house slzes in clty

Plaasa turn to Pago 6 -

of Education.

Rennels gathered 684 votes, or 84.1
percent of the ballots cast in the dis.
trict, which bas approximately 40,000
voters, according ta school o([lcllls.

“Not bad for her flrst run,” sald
board Trustee Michael Shplece, who

7

decided not to run for re-olection after
serving two terms on tha board.

Said Rennels, a divorced mother of
two, after votes from the district's four
precincts had been tallled In the
steamy, aultry Farmlogton Hills City
Hall: “I'm pleased and a llttle
averwhelmed.

“But I'm & llttle disappolnted, too,”
sha rald of the typleally law turnout for
ll :chool clection. “It's really dlsgrace-

ul.

‘T was standing outside Middlebelt
{at East Middle School, n potling place),
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Hills backs off on housing plan

By Joanne Maliszewskl
ataff wrller

Clty officlals bave rejected a request
from Lhe Farmington Hllls Nnn Prollt
Houalng Corp. — the sponsor for auto
duler Roger Peck’s proposed $00-unit

nlor citizen housing project — for
mo 000 to pay for alte improvements.

Instead, city councll members
agreed to make an estimated $73,000
commitment n 1984-85 Commuoity
Development ~Block Grant {(CDBG)
mouey to pave at least & portion of
Tuck Road which would abut the pro-

funded housing center that
will front Nine Mile and Tuck, south of
Grand Rlver.

“13's & contlngent commitment,” said

Willlam Costlck, mlltln! clty mn#:a

funding (for the housing project).”

80 the request by the housing corpo-
ration, the tax-exempt sponsor/mort-
gager required by the U.S, Department
of Housing And Urban Development
(HUD), for the CDBG funds to pave
Tuck Road is entirely contlngent on
whether the corporation gets HUD
funds to bulld the housing center. Peck
earller sald that the profect would cost
In the millions of dollars.

With a rezoning request approved,
and the architectural plans and con-
struction bids In hand, the

board of dlirectors In May asked Farm-
ington Hills City Councll members for
$140,000 in CDBG funds to pay for
what they called “off-site improve-
meata.”” Some of those llsted improve-
ments include tap and extension of wa-
ter llnes, enlarging & storm water re-
tention basln, acceleration and decel-
eralion lanes, as well as a masonry
wall and earth berm to buffer the prv-
posed center from Peck Chevrolet.

But after talking with HUD uﬂlcilh,
city administrators sald It seems the

must meet the HUD 202 Pn)‘uml
Juna 30 application deadline, If ap-
proved, HUD would flnance the con-
struction of Lhe senfor center Includlng

" .tha costs of bulldings, community ac-

pvl!y‘h.cmuu. roads, parking and

ger. “It's
lomeualng is that u they get federal

BUT THE six-member corporation

In an attempt to revive the home-
bullding  industry, developers are

1, wtllhavunnnhvonbu {mpact on
p nlms«vcnlrnl

Shoulvd"'s'rha.l'l houses
be built next door?

BE
-BY DEVELOPERS BUILDING
RO IN vl

- council's mgu.llrmecun] Monday. .

- v’l'odgy"lbleuArnlqwtlmll: ) ‘tmn.

ROW DO YOU FEEL PROPER-
TY VALUES WILL AE; AFFECTED
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'
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‘

majority of & COTpOTa-
tion has asked the city to help pay for
are eligible for HUD fundln,

uulhmunwnylolund
these things (through HUD), we don't
feel we ahould fund them,” Costick
sald, Indlcating that what the corpora.
tion thought were “off-site improve-
men:‘ actually ave on-site lmpmve-
menf

The improvcmenu listed by the cor-
poration as needing city funding can be
covered by HUD except for the paving
of Tuck Road, Coatick sald.

“We have learned from HUD that bev
cause una entrance to the proposed

project is proposed on & paved road
(Nlne Mlle) um It may not be an abso-
lute requirement that Tuck Road be
puved," Costick sald in & report to city

Whelher Tuck will nced paving, he
sald, depends on the final site plan
agreed on by HUD and the corporation,
providing fcdeul funding ia nwnrdnd.

BUT COSTICK also. sald ml the
corporation’s applicatlon’ for HUD
funding would be at a disadvantage If
the proposed houslng complex would be
served by an unimproved road (Tuck).
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Manslaughter case
trial date is set -

BlJomnllldflmad
staft writer .

Jetf Scott Jones o!'l?lrmlnm‘
m stand trial before

ll-{umld-lﬁm!.(

. ~.Jooes, 24, was bound aver to clrcult
court after 8 ex:
amination before 47th

his before
-Schaeffer Lo March., A ploa of not .
was entered for Mm. -* ploa iy

Jennlfer, & fifth gruder at Beechylaw
Elementary School, was, strock by a

jac LaMans at 7:18
ul_hwumpplngol thncnrb'llk

Iulmll:dlhnmthunmnernl 11
Mils and Middiebeit. be was dead on
arrival st Botsford Generd) Rntplu.l of
multiple Injuries.
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Susan Rennels wen a seat on the F
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tioa “that, in other words, they did't
cross tha street untll they got the walk
signal,” Chopp sal s

time of the sccident, “sald he didn't
koow what color the light (tralfic sg-
nal) was," Chopp added.
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