West Bloomfleld ‘9’ dreams of state title!

Wast Bloomfield's Jef George, a catcher, was one of the team's most consistent players this season.

strength is up the middle

Salem’s

By C.J, Risak
statt wrllor

Shocking
cventuallty?

Is this a Cinderella story or the pre-
dictable answer from Lhe flgures pro-
vided? Are those really the same Plym-
outh Salern baseball players that start-
cd the season, or is coach Brian Gllles
tricking us with mirrora?

The answer Lo all lhrec questions s
— well, yes and no. For few of even the
stoutest Salem baseball backers could
have been convinced a month ago mt
when the Class A stata semlfina!
rolled around, the Rocks still would bo
in the thick of it.

Yet kere they are, on the threshold of
a state champlonshlp. Salem baitles
West Bloomfield (20-4) In one semlfinal
at 5:30 p.m. Friday at Ypsilanti High
Schea!. If the Rocks preval), they would
advance to (he flnals at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday at Eastern Michigan Unlversity.

success or  anticipated

WHAT HAPPENED in the last
month that transformed Salem from
also-ran to in-the-running?

“Pitching,” ls Gilles' answer. “That
ru the only thing wrong with us be-
ore.”

Indeed, that was Salem’s biggest
problem. Of their elght losses, six were
by a single run, That bas changed, as
Rlck Berberet (10-3 for Lhe season, 4.75
earned run average) and Barry
McNamara (5-3, 2.37 ERA) bave solid-
fled the mound staff, Berberet, a junior
right-hander, will start agalnst West
Bloomfleld. -

“He seems to be bearing down on
cvery hitter,” Gilles sald ol Berberet,
who mlemd through some rough out-
Ings early In the season. “Before he
was g little lax."

Stll; the felling of the pltehing staff
dld not aurprize Gllles, Both Berberet
and McNamara pltched well last year

In summer leagues. The Salem coach,

knew the ability was there.

AND HITTING HAS not been a prob-
Tem for the Rocks all season. A look at
the team batting average — a lusty
337 — should convince anyone that
thia team Is highly votatile at the plate.

“If the {oppesing pltcher) s hittable,
we'll get or four runs,” Gilles
=sald, “As long as our phchen can keep
us close, we got a shot.”

Leading the impresslve offensive as-
sault is senlor catcher Dave Slavin.
Gilles' description of the Rock pawer
hitter tells all: “He's hliting enough for
two people.”

That's more fact Lhan blarney. Slavin
is batting 519 and bas driven home 4%
runs in 26 games. Thal's more than
torico the number of the next highest
Salem run producer.

AND SLAVIN has accomplished ail
this despite belng walked 21 times —
oftimes Intentionally.

Which forces Gilles to some unusual
strategy. It leadof! batter Mickey Mad-
sen reaches first, Gllles won't sacrlfice
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him to sccond. And If second batter
Todd Riede! is out, the speedy Madsen
probably won't steal.

“I don’t run Madsen because they'll
walk Slavin,” Gilles cxplained. “T've
got to hold back to give Slavin a
swing.

Now that's an Important bat. But Sa-
lem has other weapons, Such as Mad-
seq, who's hitting .423 with eight steals;
Todd Riedel, a .388 switch-hltter; Mike
Cindrich, .58 with 12 ateals; and Dan
Carlson, .333 with 17 RBla,

Good defense, too, has been a boon to
Salem. The strength of the team s just

where baseball coaches like it — up the

middle, with Slavin behind the plate

(three errom), Madsen at short (nino er-

rors), Riedel at second (four errors) and

Cindrich in center {one crror). The

Rocks aport a team fleldlng average of
.

Problems

START AT THE TOP
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Larry Relchle can be excused for
um‘tlll:emy Inv:h done out of the
ordinary the past few days.

You sce, the basedall team Relchle
coaches — Weat Bloomileld High
School ~ plays Plymouth Salem 5:30
pm. tomorrow. at Ypallanti High
School in the semifinals of the Michi.
gan State Righ School M.hlcUc A.uoc!n-
tlon's annual towrnament. That's never
kappened to a West meommld base-
ball team before.

In fact, the uherl bave never won
distelet or reglonal championships.
That's why Relchle has been some-
where in the clouds this entire week.

“There are 218 teams in the state
that start the tournament and we're in
the final {our,” sald Reichle, whose
team Is proud owner of a 20-4 overall
record. “I'm elated ., . I'm Just on
cloud nine, It’s a great feeling.”

Salem won It2 own reglonal with vie.
torles over Ann Arbor Huron (8-2 in the
final) and Trenton (18-4). The Rocks,
coached by Brian Gllles, compete ln
the Western Lakes League and com-
plled a fine 10-8 mark thus far,

*THEY'VE GOT good pltchlng and
hitting — they scored 22 runs in the
reglonal,” said Reichle. “We just have
to hopo we get the same thing {pitching
and hittlng) agalnst them. They're just
u gnod as we are at this stage of the

'We bave to keep our fingers crossed
that we get the right breaks,” he said.
“Salem ls a good team with a strong
baseball tradition — both them and
Canton.”

West Bloomfleld bas been just at hot
as the weather It played Jast week's re-
gional in. The Lakers, two-time cham-
plons of Lhe eight-team Greater Oak-
land Actlvities League, have won 14
stralght games and 19 of thelr last 20,

Relchle's team defeated two league
champlons In the reglonal. The Lakers
stopped Royal Oak Kimball, Lhe state's
No. L-ranked team, 2-1, in the first
game and Sterling Heights Henry Ford,
4-0, In the champlonship game. .

The Lakers are rol.lluz now. but that
wasn't the way th

West Bloomueld lm lhm ol its first
four games. And, even though two of
the loszes were by one run, that's not
the way Relchle hoped to start defend-
ing the league title.

“We weren't intentionally bad, but
we had some new players,” said Re-
ichle. "We just bad to Jell an & team.

“PLUS, THE kids weren't playing to-

gether as a team during the first part
of the season. We had nine individuals
then. Wo just sat down and talked about
what we needed to do. We had good tal-
ent, but we thought we could just step ‘%
or:n‘ the fleld and we thought we could ¢

“Lota of times we were waltlng untll '
the end of the game to get golng, and I
was geiting migraine headaches,” he -
sald. “It was just a meatal thing. Thelr **
attitudes bave changed and we really °
havn some momentum golng now,”

y Babel, a senlor right-handed -
tnmler student from Orchard Lake St. -
Mary's, will start for the Lakers. He
has a -2 record, a 3.468 earned-run av-
f;nxe and 63 strike outs In 58% ion- .

g1,

“He's really come on for us,” said -
Relchle. “He dominated the Klmbnll
hitters. He was Impressive because he
challanged all the hitters.”

Todd Krumm s West Bloomfield’s
second starter (he plays abortstop when ™
not pltching). The junior right hander
had & 91 record and a 2,12 ERA. He bs
also West Bloomileld's lead-off hliter -
with & 650 on-base percenlage and a’
417 batting average.

SENIOR CATCHER Jeif George has
been one of the Lakera’ most consistent ~
batters this scason, hitting .425 and
Icading the team with 28 RBI. He's had ™~
18 RBI In the last nine games batting
from the clean-up position. -

Senlor -[nflelder Rob Patter! (.407),
senlor left fielder Dave Austln (.389),
sophomore second man John Ki-
rako (.413), and junior outfielder Bob
Buller (.333) have been West Bloom-
fleld’s other key hitters. Kirtako has
batted .700 in the last four tournament
games.

¢ Chlldress (center fleld) and Bob
Flsh (third base) are the Lakers' other
atarters,

1 believed at the beginning of the "
season we could win our dlstrict and .
the league,” sald Heichle. *And, I
thought there was a chance we could da |
‘well at the state tourney,

"Everyone Is pulling for each other.,
now — even the bench. It's a total team  ~
effort from everyone. It seems like
we've had a dlfferent person ccmc 8
through for us in every ballgame. .

“There was a lot of emotion in that
game agalnat Kimball, and T went ber- «
serk afterwards,” said Relchle, *I love -,-
to see these kids do well.”

The winner of tomorrow's wmulml
game plays in the state champlonship
game Saturday afternoon. There's no .
telling what Relchle will do if the ',
Lakers win two more ballgames.
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Pick up your speclal family
discount coupons at any Tri-
County Dodge dealer today.".
and see exciting Detroit
Express professional soccer
action at the Silverdome. With
these coupons, a family of four
can see our defending ASL
Champs for only $10.00. (Dealer
has detalils for families of af
sizes!) No purchase necessary.

Woodworkm

Don(t miss {he excitemenl Sunday,
wednesday, june 15 - sunday, june 19

June 18, 7:30 p.m. al the Pontiac
Sliverdome, when the Detroil Express
1ake on the Dallas Americans, For

, licket intormation call 355-4170

a presentation and sale of work
by members of the michigan woodworkers’ guild

Dodge dealers and the Express —

- ow two great teams
a juried sh heading fora

winning season!

Z

talk with members of the woodworkers' guild
and watch daily woodworking demonstrations.

a piece of fine furniture will be constructed

Anothor star in the Dodgo fineup: :“;
by craftsrnen during the show and auctioned off. .

Dodge 400 Convertible. Tho
oxcitomant of Iront-whool-
driving...the fun of top-down
cwlalnq See it at your

ri-County Dodge dealer today!

Tel-Twelve Mall
28690 Telegraph Road at 12 Mlle » Southfield

Entroll. Kalet Dodge 538-1500

Detrolt, Pointe Dodge 884-7210

E. Detroit, Colonlal Dodge 778-1800

Farmingion, Twn & Coumry Codge
414?50 Ty Boda

Ferndale, Nocthwestemn 3906700
Garden City, Crestwood Dodge 421-5700
Hamiramck, Garrity Motor Sales 893-8300

Madison Heights, Oakisnd Dodge 585-8800

M. Clamens, Mt. Clemans Dodge 772-1130

Rochester, Meadowbrook Dodge 852-9660

Southfield, Southtietd Dodge 354-6600

S!mlng Heights, Sterting Heights Dodge
939-3000

Taylor, Century Dodge 946.9430
. Warren, Van Dyke Dodge $73-4000




