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Issue for the *80s:
Downsized housing

By Joanne Maliszewskl
atal wrlter

What to do about downslring —
bulldlng smaller houses in unflnlshed
subdlvisions that boast larger, more ex.
peasive houses — could plt some
Farmington Hills homeowners agatnst
area developers and builders,

While homeowners, particularly in
the Foxmoor and Springbrook subdivi-
slons, where amaller homes are being
bullt, are demanding a clty ordinance
to contro] house size and architecture,

landscaping of homes In siogle-family
bousing dlstricts.

ALTHOUGH CITY attorney Paul
Bibeau presented City Council Monday
with a draft of a proposed ordinance,
council members did not take action.
Insted, they asked Bibeau to meet
with buudm, davelopers and home-
owpers to dralt an that could
satisty all concerned parties,

‘The group, which was not selected at
Monday’s meetlng, will have Ita first
meeting this Allernoon Sevmn meet-

pers are an
would be a bane to thelr financial exis-
tence. In fact, developers would prefer

no atall.

- “Do 15 a thing that Is coming
now,” sald Frank Whitten, developer
and attorney, claiming that it is becom-
ing increasingly difffeult to sell the
larger, more expeasive homes.

ings are
is fully revised. But - publlc bearing
will praeedu the proposed ordinance’s
&
"V

'WIth Bibeau's eﬂoru, many polnted out
the

"I don't feel it 1s appropriate for one
slde to mect with Mr, Bibeau when the
other side is not present,” said Fox-
moor resldent Werner Stebert.,

downsiring surfaced In May when
homeowners in the Irv Wlluwe Estates
appealed to the Farmington Hills City
Councll for belp,

WHEN HOMEOWNERS agaln ex-
pressed concern (o the council on June
13, city officials agreed to atudy the
problem and consider drafting an ordi-
nance almilar to the Novl ordinance,
While homeowners seemed pleased

that some of

dwel!o?en)wmumwubm peed
¥
at which cotmell has moved abead with

this,” Blbeau sald, referring to his draft
of the proposed ordlnance,

Biboai anoounced that bullders and
opmlwdh:l:lnlmdlndnm

ordinance,
nance, designed to establish controls
over the size, architecture and

But angry lwmmvmen also asked to
:ut'nvnlved In firming-op Blbeau's

Mopeds get new
look under law

By Dlane Gale
stalf writer:

Controversy over mopeds, a motor
vehicle popular among teen-agers, con-
tinues wbmw.mdaddlnntomllnll
& pew law which allows 15-year-olds to
ride what was once considered & mo-
torcycle,

“The laws use of
the mowrcyclc duler Iobhry," nceoni-
ing to Farmington Hills police Lt. Er-
pest Miller, “There’s no push by law en-
forcement to make them go faster,
that's for sure.”

Much of the reason mopeda are popu-
lar among teen-agers is because 15-
year-olds are allowed to drive the mo-
tor vehicles if thay have a special
moped license, O
must bavea drlver’l Lcense.

“We're {lnding a lot (of moped opera-
wn)mnnd&r "Ml].l :Jawl.bcy
can't opetlu er
mma effective June

the characteristics

?,a

der moped operators *

BEFORE THE law was eoacted the
major difference between mopeds and
“motorcycles was that the moped had a
to
a

- Safety rules governing mo,
tora Is & major concermn among hw om-
cials because of an Increase in a
dﬁm 1978 Ly Mich) th
gan, there were
147 reported moped accidents with 132
injured and one person killed.
In 1082 that statistic jumped to 482 re-
wrted accidents for an Increase of 227

lnjm‘lud!.mbed to 489 In 1983 for &
300-percent increase over 1978 and two *
persons were killed, according to Mich-
1gan State Police Community Services
Officer Robert Garela.

“An Increasa In speed could Increass
thodewoflnhr!lnuloddwl."

sald Deputy Director of Public Safety

Frank Lanho!l. “We can show statistl
cally when you have a speed problem
there's a higher Injury and accident
rate”

te.
And moat of those injured are teen-

. what would bappen

W‘,ﬁ&"ﬁw 156 cally
mvmdmd’:ﬂ”nm

than 78 pcneal of tha average floor

area of the aingle family dwdll.np’

‘within 750 feet (Inulldlrocuu-) ex-
houses, should be expanded to

mlp 80 or 85 percent of tha average

Homeowners slso wanted to know
1f existing houses .
mmmthu'lw(eel- ylrvma
new house,

e also may not be “substantially dis-
slmilar to the architectural appeal and

onallsm of the ningla family
d'elllnn witkin the lurroundln;
area”

According’ to Bibeau's draft, a re-
viewing official, most likely the direc-
tor of publle services, would determine
whether a new bouse is the proper alze
and 1 style of the neigh!
hood. Developers or huudcn who dlsa-
gree with the reviewlng offlcial’s de- -
termination could appeal thelr case to
a proposed three-member Single Fami-
Iy Resldentlal Review Board.

“If I knew an ordlnance like this ex-
isted In the dtyﬁoglwx mx:l; inh;
it (Farmington tten “
could have a house dalgned by Frank
Lloyd Wright and Yamasak! that
couldn't pass that ordinance — and it
(tbe house) would be worth milllons."

WHITTEN TOLD council members
that the plan of adopting an ordlnance
an an amendment to the city code
rather than as an amendment to the
zonlng ces could cripple the,
Iwnalnz industry particularly because’

of delays that might be involved with
I.he mumted pul process called for

the proposed ordinance.
"Downsizing was & major point that
brwm m.' w a head,” Whitten sald,

and hnhuplng hlvc llme to do with
homeowners' complal
But Whitten nho lndlcaud that
bave their facts wrong
when they assume the value of thelr
larger homes will drop when smaller
houses are bullt nearby,
“f do ot know where that comes

Increased f 25 miles ceording elals. from,” he sald, adding the only way a  cording to a history of the Salem Unit-
m ﬂ%'m miles p&r::r. accept- naers 8 topolics offl bl:\:'l valuo could drop is if a nelgh- * ed church, In June 1923, lightalog
able horsepower ia ralsed from 1.5 to 2 ’ bors’ bouse ia unsightly. struck the church causing mnddeﬂblo
have 'nwnblal;’du?bu been 1ifted. * Pleaso turn to Page 6 Ploase tun 1o Paga 8 Although most onlookers immodiate-
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The cross at Salem United Church was saved by
‘struck by lightaing and set on fire. .

nghtnmg strllces steeple

»y Dum
and Joanne lulhxmukl
stalf writors

It could have been @ scene from &

gothic novel.

Under Monday's dark, stormy skies,
lightning struck the Il-ymld steeple
of Farmington's Salem United Church
o( Chrm, selting the tower's shingles

And aa Farmlngton and Farmlngton
Hil's fire fighters mage their way to
the top of the nlmple, bau hurriedly

escaped Lhe burning be!

"It looks like the b.l!.l mlghl be flying
out of there with their young,” sald on-
looker Andy Lucas, pointing to the bats
flying to refuge in nearby trees.

Lucas, a construction worker, was
working a few houses west of the
church, near the intersection of Oak-
land and Grand River when lghtning
struck the roof shingles just below the
hollow, metal steeple cross just before

pam.

“7t was loud. I never heard anything
that loud before,” Lucas said, “Every-
thing just kind of it up.”

The Rev, Lee Tyler, church pastor,
sald ho was looking out the window
when he saw “a red flosh. I sensed that
something had been hit. I had 8 feeling
1t was the steeple.”

Darlene Lane, who was itting on her
front porch around the corner from the
church, saw the bolt of lightaing strike
the steeple,

“It was terrible,” she sald. "It wax
huge, enormdus and extremcly loud.
It's amaxing it basa't been hit before.

MONDAY’S FIRE was not the first
time the church had been on flre, ace
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- sald the fire started

after the

:ﬁmcwu:pumc nmymumu
insida the

es.

"It does not appear It (lightning)
struck the cross, Lauhoff safd. “If it
bad there would have a lotmore dam.
age”

‘The day after the fire, Tyler still was
unsure how many dollars worth of
damage the fire catsed,

1?4,}‘1‘/ ‘t

ceavaserd

suranee) clalma” adjuster ff
mebeuuuonhenln"'lylerm

of referring to checking out th

caused to the dmva tower. .

No Injuries were reported although
onlockern xnd {lre fighters occasionatly
backed away from the church as bum-
Ing embers fell from the tower,
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