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Southfield,
Troy areas
dominate
in girls’
softball

By Marty Budner
slat writor

‘The Southfleld and Troy arcas seemed to be
m:m major marketa for glrls’ softball players this
spring. ) :

Those growing Oakland County cities pro-
duced eight of the 13 players who made the 1988
Obeerver & Ecceatric All-Area Girls' Softball
team. Even the coach of the year — Don Perry
— 18 a representative of Southfleld-Lathrup.

‘The team, recently picked by a group of area
coaches, Is domlnated by veteran senior players,

The City of Southfleld’s representatives are
Kim Kersten and Karen Hust from Lathrup
High School and Linda Mitchell and Patty Proc-
tor of SouthHeld High School,

The City of Troy's players Include Jackie
Moore and Kristl Sparka of Athens and Julle
Neumann and Tracy Jobason of Troy. The other
first-team players- include Jackle Kaczmarek
(Bloomleld Hills Andover), Kristy Thomaa (Ro-
chester), Jenny Loomls (Birmingham Seabolm),
Lori Sexton (Birmingham Groves) and Amy Aus-
tin (North Farmington),

Following is a brief profile of cach first-team
player.

Jolie Neumarn: Neumann, primarily a third
baseman, was Troy’s *best all-around player
and toughest out,” accordlng to coach Bob Jura-
tovac. The three-year Colt starter bad flve
game-winning hita this season, She was team
captaln and batted 438 with 27 RBL
oknsoe: A three-year
on-base
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Lathrup to a fine 19-11 record this spring.

all-area girls softball

FIRST TEAM

PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR
Julie Neumann Troy Sr.
Tracy Johnson Troy Sr.
Jackie Moore Athens Sr.
Kristi Sparks Athens Jr.
Linda Mitchell Southfield Sr.
Patty Proctor Southfield Sr.’
Kim Kersten Lathrup Sr.
Karen Hunt ) Lathrup Sr.
Jackie Kaczmarek Andover Sr.

. Kristy Thomas Rochester Sr.
Jenny Loomis Seaholm Sr.
Lori Sexton Groves Sr.
Amy Austin North Farmington Jr,
Don Perry Lathrup Coach

SECOND TEAM — Karen Bleszke, Donna Wheeler, Troy Athens;
Marianne Cinat, Amy Cornwell, Southfleld-Lathrup; Shelly Scott,
Rochester; Carol Snyder, Southfield-Christlan; Beth Bray, Birming-
ham Lm; Dawn 1 ki, F H ; Terri Mettie,
Troy;*Beth' Sleep, Rence Guadagnl, Southfield; Sue Culver, North

am Egan, Bir Groves.

Far P

HONORABLE MENTION — Debble Devine, Troy; Holly Chalker, Troy
Albens; Maria Rabara, Laurie Silverman, Southfield; Margla Lee, Michello
Rowen, North . 3 s:m.uhld-hlhr;r Karen 'Hall,
Beth Berlln, Hills Andover; Veronica Storbeck, Bloomfleld Hills
Labser; Holly Caswell, Aubarn Helghts Avondale; Renoe Cove},
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Drug-induced jocks:
an awful, sad waste

Who feels sorTy for Steve Howe?

You know the story. Howe, former Univeraity of
Michigan All-American pltcher who went on o be
the ace of the Los Angeles Dodgers' bullpen, has
admitied to substance abuse problems last year
mid‘ agaln !blsumh n. s o

ere's a guy who seemingly has everythlng golng
for him, Professionally, he's rated a3 one of the best
left-handed relief pitchers in the game, Before be
re-entered an Arizona rehabllitation program eartl-
er this season, he bad a 2-1 record, with seven
saves, He had pot given up an earned rus in 22%
innings.

He's young, bandsome, and wealthy. He's got a
beautlful wife and a new-born child, He Lives in a
large, luxurious Los Angeles home. What else could
the guy want?

BUT HOWE, like the characters in John O’Hara's
fiction who fail to realize all they've been blessed
with and eventually self-destruct, took a shine to
cocalne — the drug has devastated him,

Moat people react with pity and sympathy when
confronted with Howe's atory, “Oh, ian't It awful,” is
& typlcal reaction,

My reaction ls different. Instead of saying, “What ™
apity”, Isay, *What a waste,”

Howe's story a certalnly not unique. Athletes-on-
drugs storles have been appearing on sports pag
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drugs stories as having a poaltive effect on young-
sters, She aaid the Bob Welch and Steve Howa xto-'
ries have shown kids the bad side of drugs.

“THERE IS pothing glamorous about an athlete
seeking substance abuse help. A teen who sees that
says, 'Hey, I don't want those problems.’ It's Im-
portant that the teen know the good and bad about
getting high. They need to be told that getting high,
i3 a good feeling. They also need to see the other
alde, the abuse, They have 10 bo shown what hap-~
peus when the good feeling turns bad,” she sald.

Parker, who deals more with the athletes them-*
selves, belleves that tho number of athletes admit.
ting their dritg problems Is a posltive sign for kids. -

“Drugs and alchohol have always been around
sports, It's part of being a jock. But I think kids do.
respect the openness of the athletes who admit:
thelr problems, There 18 a certain glamour to being
straight,” she sald,
there basn't been a widespread sub-

across Lhe country with al: quency lately.
Few sports have been sparcd.

In football, we've had the Dan Reese, Randy
Crowder, George Rogers and Mercury Morris sto-
ties. In baseball, besides Howe, we've had Tim
Raines, Lonnle Smith, Bob Welch, Dickie Noles and
others. In basketball, David Thompson, Terry Fur.
low, Quinton Dally, Marvin Barnes, and John Lu-
cas, just to name a few,

11 1t were just these indlviduals who were being
hurt by the pervasity of drug and alchohol abuse In
professional sports, there would be Umited cause
{::d alarm, As it 43, the Integrity of sports Is jeopard-

Finru, these athletes, whether they like it or not,
are role models for kids. It is this concern that
nsuaﬂha me hard-premsed to pity the drug-induced
athleto, .

“WHEN YOUNG peaple sea something Iike that
(a abuse to

stance abuse problem in our service area — a few
Isolated incldents, moatly involving alchohol — but
nothing real serious. That doesn’t mean that area
schools are not consclous of the potential for such a
problem.

“I haven't seen any use of drugs in our program,”
sald new Farmington Athletle Director Ron Hol--
Iand, who has been lavolved in high school sporta’
for a quarter of a century, “But you read about i)
and you say, ‘Gee, it happened there, It's possibla if
could happen here.’ You are concerned. v

“WE ARE very aware of the problem. The foot:.
ball coaches’ manual reminds us to be aware of
abuse problems. You think about having coaches

dealing with 1t, but no one really consid- .
73 It a problem,” Holland sald, P

But Isn't soclety being too eaxy on these athletes?

X you or 1 had a drug problem, would we get the

they look up to, 1 think It's & big disappolntment to
them,” sald Jerry Toblas, l‘ y::tah officer with the

Police
throughott the greater Southfield area,

Tobias and others, Like Dr. Suzarme Parker, pby-
sician-in-charge of trics, and Janice Cotter-
Leacock, adolescent both from Henry
Ford Hospltal's Maplegrove Center In West Bloom-
field, say it Iy difficult to determine the exact effect
athletes on drugs have on kids.

“To be honeat, most of the teen-agers who come
bers don't talk about the athletes,” sald Cotter-
Leacock who helps youngsters overcome substance
abuse problems, “They are, however, very much
into blaming. They blame their parests, soclety,
blllboards who play up drugs and alchohol — they'il
blame anything and everything but themselves for
Lheir problens,

*I think that kids — the jocks — those Involved in
sports, feel alchohol ls OK for the jock, Where
they're getting It from Is the media. Football play.
ers deink Lite beer and have gorgeous chicks

around all the time, People are belng stereotyped |,

by the beer they drink.”
Cotter-Leacock sees some of the athletes-on.

young- .

ame the athletes get? Would we be able,
like Steve Howe, to admit to abuxing cocalne and -
crimical

got off without -
- “Athletes ‘b, treated any’ diffarwntly,”:
Toblas said, “If they're i) the houdlinas, there is a*

tendency to be more lenlent. If someons Is arrested
on a drug charge — say he's & first offender — as
long as that person is not selling or distributlng,
we'll try to help. If they're selling we prosecute. If
a4 person is hooked or [I1, the courts will try to put
them Into some type of program. We won't lct them -
off the book, but If they try to help themselves we'll’,
try to belp them.

“The courts provide a kind of therapy for the ath- :
letes and for others,” Toblas continued. *When they
bave to face the reality of Incarceration or a heavy
fino — that's therapy.” -

Toblas then, in two parsgraphs, expressed
precisely my oplalon on the matter;

“I think you are dolng a disservice to the (drug |
abuser) if you continually let them off. I think many ©
times the person expects something to be done to
them, They are asking to be punished. .

“And IU's also a disservice to the kids if wo coddle
the athlete or public figure. We are not belng fair to
young peopte.”

O&E sponsors All-Star soccer
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Area players from Waye County agalnat  show that soccer is bere o stay.” g:rkfro:‘ Suttie from Troy,
' mmﬁm"l;,ﬁ:'“m““" M'ﬁ: - Included amon the list of ‘players from  #oa from Farmi Harrison. .
direct tha Wayne team, while Ruddy, Nayne Ou::? aro finst-teammers_Lisa Tickets, pricéd at $1, are avallable at the
coach of regional ‘hvlmdl.'lli Broccardo and Andrea Bokos of Stevenson,  Livoala Observer and Eccen .
guide the Oakland squa ) Shelly Staszsl and Colleen O'Connoc from tric offices, and will be sold at the gate on
A y . . Plymonth Salem, Doteen Dudek from Livo-  game day, '
“The cosches themselven are really excit- . nla Churchlll, Lisa Rigstad from Livocla Stevenson High School Is at 33800 W, Bix
©d about this opportunity,” Niveassald “I's  Bentley and Karen Felts from Garden City.  Mile, west of Farmisgton Road. .
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the first time — to my knowledge — any-
1hing llke this has heen dope.

First-team players feam Oakland County
il be Renen Eickbalt from Tray Athen,
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