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guard of Commissioners frequently has
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SEMCOG defends curb on cable

Local governments in  sovtheast
Michlgan are jolning the battle agalnst
a congressional bll] that wlll Umit state
and local regulations of cable telovi-
alon systems,

“A wholesals preemption of local
regulatory authority over cable . . . Ia
an intrusion on ]
powers,” sald the Southeast Michlgan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
General Assembly last week.

“This s the r&oat important piece of

¢

Among SB 66's provislons:

® Cable TV systems would be al-
lowed to increase their rates for basic
cable service,

® Fees charged by local authorities
would be Umited.

® No state or local government
could prohlblt ownerahip of a cable sys-
tem by any person because of that per.
s00's ownership of another medla Inter-
est, although the Federa) ¢

Local units see contracts as a reve-
nue-maker, & way to get government's
point of view dircctly to viewers, an
ald o elementary democracy through
“public accesa” channels and a method
of controlling showing of “adult” flims.

“The bil) would nn.'llll!y’l many local

b, cable

catlons and many terms of contracta

that were or will be

panies,” the SEMCOG resolution said.

SEMCOG MADE these arguments
against SB 66;

“The bill provides that 'if eircum-
stances significantly change, cabla
companies can unilaterally drop ser-
vices and, following negotiation and
binding arbltration, drop facillties and

negoti-

tons Commission could still bar com-

for
that I have been axsoclated with for a
long time,” sald Sen, Barry Goldwater,
R-Ariz,, whose subcommittee reported
It out.

And the Scpate Commerce Commit-
tee supported the bill because It *be-
lieves in free and open competition In
the and in the
of . . . artificlz] bartiera to entry.”

SENATE BILL 68 passed the Senale
on an 87-9 vole last month and Is head.
ed for the House of Representatives,
where local olficlals from across the
natlon want (o head It off,

merelal b from ownlng
cable systems.

SEMCOG'S resolution, adopted unan-
imously by about 80 local representa.
tives at last week's annual meeting,
was based on resolutions adopted by
Detroft and Huntington Woods' coun-
clls,

Many southeast Michigan communl-
tles have either adopted, or are in the
process of negotlating, cable TV fran-
chises, This has occurred because most
cables must be strung from studlos to
homes along rights of way owned by
cltles, villages and townshlps,
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