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buffet supper.
Then she wants a lghtwelght, sturdy, unbend.
.able, unbreakable surface for her food. I tha
00 much?

Julie Landry of Rochester finds the
tray, so-named by Irene Murphy because
of its shape, is comfortable, well-bal-
anced and essy to use. There's just
enough fiat area in the small flange to
accommodate a cup,

Irene Murphy of Blrmingham has always been
action person — except when she sits down for a

t

iardly, aince abe is directly responsible for an
item with all these characteristics plus natural
aesthetics being made in the Phllipines,

Cranbrook artists chan

In addition to ber Jongstanding Phllippine con-
bection (she spent many years there as soclal
‘worker and consultant on socia] welfare), this
story has a strong Cranbrook connection,

What she calls (and sclls) knee-to-knee, wood
“fish trays” evolved as a Philippine export, for

. which Murphy may take the Lon's sbare of the
credit-a,

HER BROTHER -In-law, Frank Murphy, then
governor-general of the Philippines asked her to
return there after World War II to belp find
lolme way for the Filipino people to belp them-
selyes.

Cranbrook Academy of Art provided her a-
awer. The result was a plan whici, was the fore.
funner of what today Is officlally called the
Trickle Up Program (TUP), used widely in un-
derdeveloped areas,

Murphy invited five Cranbrook-trained de-
signer technlclans to go to the Philipplnes to
work with the people on developing and making
§2/ms whleh would be popular in world markets,
The United States and the United Natlons
agreed to help. .

THOSE WHO WORKED with her were; John
H. Risley, sculptor and furniture designer; his
wlfe, Mary Kring, ceramist; Marlanne Strengell,
textile designer; her husband, Olaf Hammar-
atrom, furniture designer; and Lysbeth Wallace,
textile designer.

One of the noteworthy things which came out
of the program was the Strengell Fly Shuttle
Loom, designed specifically for village weavera
(and atill In use todny) which saved time and

output. Strengell also created uphol-
stery textiles from local yarns,

WALLACE found a local weed that could be
used in making heavy baskets and furniture,
Hammarstrom devised a new kind of rattan fur-
niture that blended old and new skills and mate-
ria

The “fiah trays” designed by Risley, carved
{from the wood of the acacia tree, were not only
practical, but, thelr natural grain flnish and
clean-line 1ook made them very attractive,

Murphy sald, “What these artists did led to the
flfth largest dollar earning export in the Phillp-
Ppines.”

FOR A WHILE, the production of the trays
was halted 23 the acacla wood became scarce,
Then, a whilo back, Murphy wrote to one of the
villages sceking a new source.

“The Philippines has 7,000 lslands, We found
plenty on one of the small Islands.”

So, the trays are back in production and Mur- *

phy ia the local distributor,

And while she may have handled hundreds of
them, this relatively simple plece of well-de-
signed craftsmanship never ceases to amaze
her..

SAYING THAT each tray Is grooved just ri ight
on the underside so that [t rests comfortably on
the knees, she added, “The napkin and silver can
be placed in the right flange and there’s three
Inches of flat area for a cup or a glass.”

She noted the light sturdy tray helps buffet
supper guests stay gracefully mobl! 8o If they
want to get up from a particular group, to find
dlfferent conversation or a second helplog, they
can do so easlly,

For the hosteas, Murphy sald entertaining Iy
immediately simplficd.

THE TRAYS ARE simply sponged off like
wooden salad bowls, left out to dry and then
stored, two by two, Lop sides facing with a rub-
ber band to hold them. Thls keeps the food sur-
faces clean and ready to use, They are best
stored outside, Murphy suggested the garage as
a good place.

“Leave them outdoors,” she sald, “they like
humidity. A dinner for 20 with these is casicr
than a formal dinner for four,”

The trays are not kiln dried, as Risley direct-
cd. Murpby sald Risley explained that wood
cracks when the humidity is trying to escape,
These are made as thin as possible to allow that
to happen raturally and easily.

ged islands’ econom

The Cranbrook group that went to the Phllippines with irene Mur-
phy {second from left) and, with creativity and ingenuity, turned
the economy around are (from left): Lysheth Wallace, Murphy,
John Ristey, Mary Kring, Olav Hammarstrom and Marianne Stren-

In the modern world,
eatlng from wood
waan't particularly
popular until that in-
novative, internation-
slly known American
designer, Russell
Wright, (also a friend
of lrene Murphy's) in-
troduced the wooden
salad bowl in the
19308, At left is »a
close-up photo of the
fish trsy, which is
sculpted on the bot-
tom so it fits comtort-
ably on the knees.
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* Terrlfic & bedrodm custom colonlal
* Two llreplaces, famlly room, 3% balhs
¢ Country kitchen, basament, garage
» Estate sizo lot, name your financing
+ $115,000

« Blrmingham Schools, 4 large bedrooms

« 1at floar laundry, finlshed basement, central

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 20334 FORESTWOOD

alr
. tly y flalr
+ SCENIC WOODED LOT
* Tremendous Value at $111,800  557-6700

UNHANDYMAN'S CHEAM
+ West Bloomflstd ranch, central alr
tmpeccable 4% badroom, 2% baths

.
. now

» Professtonally decorated, % acre lot
.

Just reduced to $93,500

FANCY YOURSELF
* Heated pool, cabana, stream

atone fireplace
+ Quarton Lake Eatates, In-law sulte .
* $315,000

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
26840 Southfield Rd.
[]3 557-6700

540-8777

+ Roomy famlly room with wet bar and fleld-

540-6777

FRANKLIN - % ACRE WOODED LOT
» Country aimos| phere/clty convenlences
* N custom g
+ 18" x 23' famlly room with cathodral cellings
* Slde entry 2% car garage
* $84,800

OPEN SUN, 1-4
(N.0f Long Lake, £ of Adama)
* 4 badroom, 2% baths

« Hilitop setting, approximately % acre

* Large family room, boamed callings, drift-
stans fireplace,

* Gourmot kitchen with center butcher block,

* $189,800

§57-8700
5106 LONGVIEW

540-8777

IN TOWN BIRMINGHAM
* Threo bedroom bungalow
* 1% batho, full basement
= 2car garage, central alr
» Saller very anxious,

* 554,000 843-8500

DESIRABLE ROYAL OAK AREA
+ 3 bedroom ranch, Florlda room
* Finlshed basament, covered patlo
« Furnace, roof threo yeara otd
* 2 car garnge. Must sea!

« $75,000 547-2000

CHIC CONTEMPORARY
* Sodon Lake Area, Bloomfield Hills
* 4 bedrooms, 2 batha
* Slate fioor thru foyer, kitchen and dining
room.
« Tennls Court

* $210,000 540-8777

DESIGNED FOR LARGE FAMILY
* Lovaly 4 bedroom Colonlal
» 3% baths, tamlly room with fireplace
+ Sunny breakfast room
« Finlshed basoment, and more

843-8500

* BLOOMFIELD
« Stylish 2 bedroom home,
* 2% baths, farge basament
* Bay window In living room
+ Deck off famlly room
« $149,800

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 25228 BRIARBANK
« N.of 10 Mile, W. of Lahsor
* Living reom with natural fireplace, ssparato
dining room
« 2 car attached garage, ostate size ual55
S

-8700

CHARMI CHARMI CHARMI
« Loaded gtass doors, coved collings, fire-
placed living room.
* Now famlly room with high ceilings and frank-
Iin stove
* Three bedrooms, central air

* $120,000 540-6777

AN ENTERTAINER'S DELIGHT

. oyer, p

+ Formal llving room for entertalning

« Large famlly room wilh two bayed areas
* Pleluresque terraced yard with pool

» Call us to see this magnlficent prcpesrzyo.

LATHRUP COLONIAL
* Four bedrooms, 2% baths.
+ Noxt to wooded park.
« 1sttloor laundry, library
« 2car oltached garage.
« $78,900

» $58,000 TEAM

e

CLEAN
« Three bedroom brick ranch
« Doslrable area of Troy
* 2% baths, 18t floor laundry
« 2car attached garage,
« $83,600 643-8600

ROYAL OAK

206 N. Woodward’

—547-2000

BIRMINGHAM'S WESTCHESTER VILLAGE

« & badrooms (2 adjoining finlehed rec room)

* 31ult baths, country kitchen

« flreplace In living room

+ Best Buy In Area

* Land Contract Avaltable. $79,000 557-6700

BIRMINGHAM
1998 Southfield Rd.
540-6777

PALMER WOODS - DETROIT
« FIELDSTONE MANSION 8,500 Sq, Ft.
« Great Hall with balcony - 1,040 $q. Ft.
* Designer decorated/superb condition
* Msagnificent Grounds

+ $275,000 657-8700

. TROY :
1985 W. Big Beaver Rd
643-8500 - . '
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CANGER.
NOT

| KNOWING
THE RISKS
IS YOUR
GREATEST
RISK.

A lot of people
think cancer is un-
beatable.

That simply
isn't true. In fact,
over two million
people have had
cancer and survived
to lead tiappy,
normal fives,

And not only
can cancer be

_There are defi-
nite precautions
that have been
proven to decrease
your risk of getting
ceatain cancers,

Talk with your




