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Lower Voice,
- Not Tolerance

Attempts by a small band of
students to organize a Student
Mobilization Committee (SMC)
1o oppose the war in Vietnam
have been met with sound and
fury at both North Farmington
and Clarenceville high schools
As with most anti-war pro-
tests. a small band of adults
have labeled the militants
Communists,  subversives.
anarchists.

MUCH OF the adult discus-
sion about SMC has involved
quoting the findings and
optnions of J. Edgar Hoover
and the FB{.

Hoover believes SMC is
Communist-infiltrated. and a
small group of adults has given
a blanket indictment which
labels all Student Mobers as
reds

These same adults ought to
read Hoover's lengthy report
on Swudents for a Democratic
Society. In his SDS report,
Hoover concludes with an ex-
cellent plea for tolerance and
understanding. Hoover's plea
for tolerance, however, is
being ignored by many of the
parents frightened by student
war protesters.

When Hoover warns all SDS
meimbers should not be labeled
Communists. he is saying the
same thing about. all MOBE
members. Blanket indictments
are given only by those too
Tazy to think

IT IS especially silly to color
a student red because he
doesn't believe in the Vietnam
war. favors immediate with-
drawal of American troops and
a for reducyon m miliary
spending - even if 1 means
ehmination of the draft or an
end to the ABM.

None of these views is the
sole property of the voung
The fact that national leaders
believe these things also ought
1o make these topics worthy of
discusston in vur public schools
- in the classtoom and after
sehan] '

It escapes me how Urging
withdrial of American troops
from Vietnam makes one a
Communist 1f the Vietcong
wanted American troops out of
Vietnam. there woyld be more
wffurts al the peace table and
Tess acavity in Cambodia

The fact that there is little
activity

in Paris and much

activity in Cambodia tells me
the Vietcong either want U.S.
troops to stay in Vietnam or
don't betieve Nixon’s prom.
ises.

If the Communists want U.S.
troops to stay in Vietnam to
drain the American economy,
then how could an anti-war
student be a communist or
even duped by the reds?

T wouldn't place a two-dotlar
bet on what Charley or Dicky
will do or what they would like
to happen. But I doubt the
adults calling SMC members
reds fully understand Com-
munist global policy either.

UNTIL WE know all the
answers, protest and dissent
are needed in America - even
in our high schools.

I've got a lot of sorry feel-
ings for the kid who graduated
from high school. got drafted
and killed in Vietnam, having
kept his mouth shut about the
war because that's supposed to
be loyalty.

There'll be no dissenting in
two years when these kids don
the Army green. They've goi
the right and ought to protest
now if the war doesn’t make
sense to them. Loyalty is not
synonymous with muzzling
young people.

Let students organize anti-
war groups i high schoal. Let
them debate. petition and
picket. And then let them go
out in the jungle and get killed
At least. they had their chance
to speak up.

The dead are silent. Living
humans are supposed to talk --
sometimes they talk about
things they believe

Youth Scroll
Honors City
Beautifiers

For the second vear. a
vouth scroll has been placed in
the Farmington District Li-
brary to horor the groups in
the city who have completed
spring cleanup or beautifica-
tion projects.

The City of Farmington
Beautification Committee is
sponsor of the project. Mrs. Al
Schwaller is chairman of the
vouth scroli committee

Boy Scout. Girl Scout. Cub
Scout. Brownie troops and In-
dian Guides have received
forms from the beautification
committee to use in filing their
projects for this annual
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After the projects are com-
pleted. groups may notify the
library. showing they have
done some work that wili aid
in beautifying the community.
in beaulilymg e OO

izer-'
Crabgrass Kiler
Weed Killer

Great Lakes
‘Lawn- Spray
CAlL :

4748647

DAY OR NIGHT-

Clock Repair
Anll‘qu.e Clock
nSpuiaIials
Salea und.Scrvice
Ashdofon
@lock Service

33436 DAKLAND
at Grand River

GR 6-3333

Frank Ctappison

33215 Graod River

” Frank and Bob say:

It is sure
to be dark
if you
shut your
eyes.

Koep us in mind ~ wo'ra casy to find
DEDICATED SERVICE for OVER 100 YEARS

FARMINGTON INSURANCE AGENCY

CLAPPISON and CONROY

Bob Clappison

GA 4 ~ 3511
-y

HONORARY LEADERS--Student government day was
held in the city of Formington Tuesday with high school
students ossuming municipal jobs for a day. City Man-
ager John Dinan shows his counterpart, Dave Kenerson
{center) the city's budget. At right is Steve Akins, the
councilman counterpart of John Allen. (Evert photo)
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CITY BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT--Mrs. Al Scwaller
disploys the city of Farmington's second annual youth
beautification scroll. Mrs. Scwaller is chairman of the
project for the City Beautification Committee. The scroll,
placed in the Farmington District Library, will list the
youth groups in the city who have completed cleanup or
beautification projects. (Evert photo)
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$715 Damage Done
At Alameda School

EDITOR

We of the Alameda PTA do
not feel that Farmington resi-
dents realize the extent to
which some of our school
buitdings and property are
being vandalized. Recently at
Alameda we have experienced
inuch vandalism. In October
1969. S715 worth of damage
was done when our school was
broken into.

Debris is scattered on the
roof at night. Thirty-three
holes were shot in windows by
individuals using peliet guns.
All the outside lights were shat
out. Door glass was kicked out
and a window broken. Articles
that could be reached through
the window were taken.

Al times the flag cannot be
flown because the cable has
been cut. Beer bottles and cans
are found on the playground
every morning. Glass has to
be picked up every day before
the playgrornds can be used.
Cars and motorcycles run all
over the grounds at night

One day a motorcyclist tore
around the playground while
children were outside. endan-
gering their lives, The outside
locks are plugged with putty
Scouts planted pine trees on
the school grounds and cars
ran over the trees

What kind of individuais
entertain themselves by de-
stroying other people’s prop-
erty? Are they just “doing
their thing?"” It is felt that
vandalism done at Alameda is
done by juveniles who do not
attend the school. How do we

reach the parties responsible
for the aggravation and de-
struction?

The first step comes in the
form of an appeal to parents.
Know where your children are
and what they are doing. After
all. they are your responsitil-
ity and damage done to school
property hurts all of us. Those
who witness ism should

Minority Report Gives

It is not often a committee will meet, complete
its work, and make meaningful recommendations.
Too often committees report findings known before-
hand and make recommendations which are marred
by ambiguity and lack of conviction.

But this is not so with the report made Wednes-
day night by the minority relations task force of the
Farmington Board of Education’s Family Life Edu-
cation (FLE) committee.

.
THE REPORT STANDS out not only for its con-
tent and clarity but also because of the unmistakable
convictions of the persons writing the report.
The task force deserves credit for an excellent
performance and a year well-spent.

School trustees reading the report should not
have difficulty understanding the intent and scope of
the recommendations. The clarity is striking and the
document itself is a fine communication tool.

What could be clearer or better put than the defi-
nitions in the report? A “'minority”’ exists when
“‘any group with a unifying factor, such as race, reli-
gion, national origin. socio-economic status, becomes
the objective of repressive behavior by a group with
greater numbers of influence.™

**Minority understanding.”" defines the report. is
acquiring an “'awareness of the minority and its uni-
fving factors which may include cultural back-
grounds. life styles. ideals and problems, as well as
the more obvious factors of race. religion and na-
tional origin.”

The report further defines that minority under-
standing does not require agreement or sympathy
with a minority but does demand respect for human
beings and their rights to be free from persecution.
discrimination or degradation.

WHY IS IT NECESSARY to include special ef-
forts towards minority understanding in the school's

[ Editorial ]

curriculum? “The traditions of family and group do
not reinforce. naturally and easily, the substance and
style of government.” explains the report. quoting
Robert C. Wood, Harvard professor.

Frequently, one set of traditions works against
another. Thus schools are charged with the task of
Americanization. while the family reinforces old ties
and former loyalties

“Thus government champions fair housing for all
citizens, against the dictates of the market place and
the desires of many residents. The concept of the
melting pot is peculiarly a political one designed to
define citizenship and promote political consensus; it
does not define individual activity.”

*Our political ideology often rubs harshly
against our private notion of how social and eco-
nomic affairs should be ordered. Citizenship does not
resolve the pains and dilemmas of a nation of eth-
nics.

IT IS THE proper function for a public school sys-
tem to offer minority understanding instruction?
Again, a clear answer is given by the task force.

**The public school system is a primary institu-
tion of a democratic society and a potent force
within any given community. Its basic function is to
educate and enlighten the people so that they may
recognize and cope with the strains which inevitably
grow out of the effort to govern themselves.

*“Each generation must be educated to meet the
conditions of its time. Yet the fundamental strength
of a free society grows from the maximum develop-
ment of the individual's potential to contribute to an
open society despite the existing conditions.

*“This right to an equal opportunity must never
be subjugated to the existing conditions. Therefore,
each generation must re-win democracy for itself.”

The report further states the purpose of minor-

report it

Surely there is something
we can do to curb vandalism
rather than accept it as a sign
of the times.

MRS. JEANETTA VESEY
Alameda PTA

Fensch Named
Regional Officer

Charles Fensch of 20799 Lin-
den in Farmington, as
professor of art at
Michigan University. has been
named president-eiect of the

ity under instruction is to prepare the stu-
dent to function effectively in a muiti-racial, plural-
istic society.
. « ox e
THE REPORT DOES not really need the backing
of this, or any other, newspaper. It stands well by
itself. But the Farmington Enterprise & Observer is
pleased with the findings and congratulates the task
force members for the superb job. .
It was especially rewarding to discover the task
group did not recommend separate courses in black
history or Indian history.

/ Challenging Suggestions

Fortunately, the task force did not repeat the
mistake made by some university students who ask
that the black man be taken out of American history
and treated in an isolated history of the Afro-Ameri-
can people.

Blacks have played an important part in Ameri-
can history and their contributions ought to be taught
in  an American history class and not in a separate
course.

WE ALSO COMMEND the task force for recom-
mending establishment of a standing committee to
review instructional materials and make recommen-
dations to the school board.

This step can insure that history texts used in-
clude important contributions of minorities with their
place in history properly noted :

Praiseworthy also are recommendations asking
that minority undestanding instruction be made
available not only to the student body but adminis-
trators, instructors, PTA groups and the community-
at-large through adult education classes.

With its job completed. we ask that the minority
understanding the task force break it§ sole allegiance
to the school system and with authorization from
Farmington governmental units act’as a permanent
human relations council

EMORY DANIELS
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N0 APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

@ WE SERVICE WIGS and WIGLETS

®MANICURIST

HOURS: 9 a.m. -5 pan. DAILY
THURSDAY{EVENING “til @ p.m.

JOAN of ENGLAND

BEAUTY SALON 476-3520
DEMERY SHOPPING CENTER-12 Mile and Farmington Road

OIL PAINTINGS-
ART OBJECTS

A wide selection of
framed, origing! oils,
statuary, metal
sculpture and fine
quality reproductions.
Come-in and brovise.

33409 Grand River Avenue
Farmington
477:519

Open Thurs. and Fri. nights "t § p.m,

SEVEN OUT OF EIGHT

More than seven out of eight
cars built today are equipped
with automatic transmission,
eight-cylinder engines and ra-
ios.

National Art Education Asso-
ciation. {NAEA). Western
Region. NAEA is a profes-
sional organization dedicated
to the improvement of arl
teaching in American schools
and colleges.

A member of the Fastern
faculty since 1966, Fensch is a
former president of the Oak-
land Art Education Association
and the Michigan Art Educa-
tion Association.

No Minimum Bal:

844 PENNIMAN AVE.
PLYMOUTH * 453-0022
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BUMPING o COLLISION o PAINT WORK

® AUTO GLASS INSTALLED
® FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES
@ ONE DAY SERVICE ON MINOR REPAIRS
® FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

For Information...477-7333

OPEN DAILY 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. — SATURDAY 8 a.m. - Noon

REDFORD AUTO COLLISION

30859 WEST 10 MILE ROAD, EAST OF ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

good reason to
shop downtown
Plymouth. . .
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SATURDAY
BANKING

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

M4IN OFFICE 33208 Grand River Avenue, neas Farmington Road
QUAKERTOWN 27500 Farmington Road, 12 Mile
REDFORD 25719 Grand River, near Beech Daly
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