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‘Off the wall’

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Sheriff Johannes Spreen's latest
blowup left Oakland County commis-
sloners scratching their heads with puz-
2lement.

“Off the wall" “Contradictory.” *I
don't understand whére he's coming
from,” Republican majority commls-
sloners said after Spreen's 10-minute
speech to them Thursday,

‘The Democratic sheriff told commls-
sioners he would sue them over the jal)
crowding iasue, accused them of de-
stroying and demoralizing his depart-
ment, and then offered to "work togeth-
er” to solve the problem.

Spreen told them, “I am asking my
attorney to take legal action agalnst
you on my behalt.”

ASKED BY a reporter what legal ac-
tion would be taken and who was his
attorney, Spreen replled it would be in
U.S. District Court and that his attor-
ney ls Stephen Hitcheock.

The sheriff could not explain what
legal action he was contemplating. He
quickly departed to attend a funcral.

A call to Hitcheoek’s Southfield off-
Iee revealed Hitcheock is out of town
until July 25, . R

In his prepared remarks, Spreen
sald, “Soon our doors of our Oakland
County Jail will burat open from over.
crowding.” He sald neighboring coun-
ties had built new jall factlities,

And he noted that a jall study com-
mittee had “adopted my plan with one
deletion,” without mentioning the dele-
tion, then issued hls threat of legal ac-
tion.

SPREEN PREDICTED that “a coun-
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ty police department Is coming. I don't
belicve in one, and I would never serve
as chlef of one, I belicve In consolida-
tion of services, not In consolidation of
departments.”

He repeated a theme that appears in
all his speeches before any audlence:
that he 12 a professional with more than
40 years of experience, and that *self-
serving politiclans, self-serving chiels
of police and aclf-serving medla” are
out to destroy hls work.

Tue remark about a county police
department puzzled Board of Commls-
sioners Chalrman Rlichard Wilcox, R-
Ortonville, The veteran county board
member sald he never had heard the
idea dlscussed and wondered aloud
whether *he's laying the seeds for a
countywide police department.”

The lawsult remark, Wilcox sald,
“was right out of the blue. The man is a
mystery to me,” . .

And Wlicox found it “contradictory”
that Spreen would denounce commis-
sioners 30 bltterly in publle, then offer

Hertel forms Great Lakes advisory unit oo

US. Rep, Dennis Hertel, D-Detrolt,
has announced the formation of a
Great Lakes Advisory Group to the
Houso Merchant Marine and Fisberies
Committee,

“This Is an unprecedented and histor-
ic development for the Great Lakes re-
glon," sald Herte), 24th District con-
gressman whose district includes part
of Troy. “There has not been a compre-
hensive examination of the unique con-

Spreen suit threat puzzlés board

to “work together” with them,

“l DON'T know what the hell he
means” by legal action, sald Commls.
~sloner John McDonald, R-Farmington,
Fecalling that in 1978 he was named to
a Spreen hit lst of commisaloners who
should be defeated, |
*I don't know what precipitated that.
It was off the wall," sald McDonald,
who chairs the county board’s person-
nel committee. .
McDonald and board Vice thalrwom-
an Lillan Moffitt, R-Bloomfield Town-
ship, noted the that day voted to
increase the sewage capacity of a trus-
ty camp, which would relleve pressure
on the overcrowded Jail.

“It will ba ready-.in 60 days,” sald ~

Moffitt, who shook her bead and added,
“I don't understand where he’s coming
from.”
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*take lagal action*

do what the federal court wants him to

do” {o achleve better Jail conditions,
Pernick sald Spreen prefers con-

struction of new facllities over alterna-

Spreen was “pointing out that he can't

cerns of the Great Lakes by the'Con-
gress” ]

+ The Great Lakes Advisery Group
will conslder such special problems of

the Great Lakes as water quallty and °

diverzlon, marine transportation, navi-
gation, fisheries, shipbuilding, the St.
Lawerence Seaway and a variety of
shipping matters.
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If you want a guaranteed return on investments,
here’s something to keep up on, The inferest rate

" onour new Time Deposit is fixed at time of deposit.
Once you buy one, the rate absolutely will not ge
down. Our 48 month Time Deposit will bring you a
guaranteed refum. No ups, no downs, no matter
what happens with the economy, And all it takes is
a-deposit of $500 to purchase this Time Deposit.
Your depasits are insured to $100,000 by the FD.I.C.
If you want to know exactly what to expect for your
money during these times of uncertainty, get a 48
month fixed rate Time. Deposit from Manufacturers
Bank. If you want to know more,
by any of our offices.
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