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State wineries stiffen backs to competition

, By Robert Downes
- ataft writer

. In the lore of winemaking, the year

1933 deserves a toast, although

4 not because of any vintage of

. note: The r s celebrated as

! the repeal of Prohibltion and the blrth-
: date of wineries across the nation,

One such businesy is the Bronte

Champagne & Wine Company, which is

. toasting Its 50th anniversary this year.

; The company is known as an Innovater '

tn the Michigan wine industry and is
. charting an ambitious course for the
{uture as table wines and champagnes

. increase in popularity.
“Of all the aleoholic beverages on the
market, wine has had the most growth
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eries across the nation.
He got the idea for bottling cold duck

In the 1960s after sampling a similar
beverage which was crcated at the
Paontchartraln Wine Cellars in Detrolt.
Cold Duck s derived from a German
tradition which invelved pouring vari-
ous kinds of alcoholic beverages to-
gether at the end of a party.

“We tried to copywrite It but couldn't
because the name s generic,” he satd,
adding that Bronte still bills itself as
the original bottler.

BRONTE 1S RATED as the sccond
or third largest winery out of 17 in
Michigan, Woznlak sald. He added that
Michigan is the fourth largest producer
of wines out of 36 wine-growlng states

Woznlak started the winery with sever-
al of his patients. He dled last year at
the age of 85,

“We're not sure whether we're the
oldest winery in Michigan, but we think
we are,” Woznlak hoted. .

He said that “Bronte® was taken

from a German company of the same
name from which Dr. Womlak had
been purchasing an extract used to
make soft drinks during prohibition.
The company's first winery was lo-
cated at the site of the old Columbla
Brewery on Madlson and Riopelle
streets in Detroit. In 1943, Bronte pur-
chased 150 acres near Hartford In Van

Buren County (west of Kalamazoo on
U.S. 12), The property was planted with
grape vines that spring, using the labor
of German prisoners of war,

THE ADVENT of a clty-sponsored
housing project forced Bronte to move
its operations from Detroit to Hartford
in 1951. Adminlstrative and distribu-
tion operations are still handled out of
the Detrolt offlce, however,

The Hartford winery has a number
of historical anecdotes to relate. A
farmhouse on the property was once
the meeting place of a local branch of
the Women's Christian Temperance

In the country.

May of 1933, just days after the repeal
of Prohibltlon. A practicing dentist, Dr.

Union, Formed 1n 1879, the group tried
to “stem the issuance of m&g um;leces-n
sary prescriptions” at a time when
do:ywr‘a pngcriwon was necded to
purchase whiskey.

The winery was also once the site of
barness races which drew fans from
across the midwest between 1901 and
1918, Several of the huge wooden ator-
age tanks on the property were once
owned by gangster Al Capone at hts
Kankakee, Illinols, brewery. They were
purchased by Bronte when the govern~
ment closed the Capone Brewery.

BESIDES COLD DUCK, Bronte Is
best known for introducing French-

American hybrid grapes to Michigan,
Wozniak sald.

‘The company is currently seeking a
site for a new winetasting locatlon
which wilt serve to further promote
Bronte's wines. .

The winner of 28 medals for wines in
the past six years, Bronts wines retall
for $2.40-36 and are available through
40 distributors in Michigan,

Persons interested in visiting the
winery should travel 1-94 to Hartford
and cxit 48, turn left and travel south
for five minutes, Tours are year-round,
10 a.m.4 p.m. Monday-Saturday, and
noon-4 p.m. Sunday.

: You'll agree...
L T distinctive custom design
- : and quality craftsmanship.

© pRAND

HAWE 5
VANDISE -
e o

- — ATTENTION RETAILERS!
- c The world's biggest discount show &
] c1oaEoUTS M fun falr will take place August 19th
. through the 21st, at the Southfletd
| e . L piscounTsil Clvic Centar. The show wlil conslat of
- brand name merchandise 25% to
5 Wood Decks e Screened Porches » Sun Rooms e Brick and ENTENCMBEMENT 75% offl If your store has brand
R Flagstone Patios » Gazebos = Hot Tubs » Room Additions SYSTEMS Bl name marchandlse and you can offer
a 25% discount, call 574-1681 for a
s takes pride in workmanship naw construction of renewing an older, JEwELRY SR prime space locatlon. Take advan-
ond in using matorials 1hat both meét  estabished home. Let us buid in the sl tage of this opportunity to see more
YOUur particuior needs and complment  qualty that adds 1o the valus of your ¢00®' rospective customers In a 3 d
earn Ow 0 ihe character of your home. Please homa invostment. Ask for a free ‘n\"“" prosp! 2y
. cossidor us for your next projoct, either on-alte evaluation today. woekand than you will gee all sum-
BACK TO mer long. Ask Mr. Allen how you can
k f, . . n&%"n?ﬁk. quallty for & speclal discount rate.
a e e er Care mar cra s OSSOC'OTeS, inc. ctes Calt the hotline: 574-1681.
Birmingham, Ml 851-9740 s A
PLUS MUCH MORE

Owned/Operated by: Mark R. Cles & Chyis J. Plat, insured-iconsed buiders.

of your heart,

2
= - -
cal] Red CrOSS. 8 The Community House of Birmingham . .
= . and The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
American , % s invite you to.lly the friendly skigg to
WellFlelp. || o ez
WillYou? dasﬂhed
ads |

HARDWARE

Full Line of Pool Supplies

Liquid Chlorine

99¢
- deposit

No deposit $1.19

ALGAECIDE

November 3-1 7, 1983
4 Nights on Oahu

at the elegant Hawallan Regent Hotel

S5 Nights on Maui

at the incredible intersContinental Hotel

4 Nights on Hawaii
at the beautiful Kona Surf Hotel

Tk
Reg.509 @ 399 ALL DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS S 145Dz
one week gal. And look what's included: -Inter-island alr transportation

-Complimentary meals and beverage service

only ANVYVVAA L bottle -Round trip transportation via Unlted Alrlines enroute
scheduled alr Detrolt/Honolulu/ Detroit -Traditional fresh flowar lsl greating upon arrival
-Round trlp transfers from alrport to hotel on ‘InHonalulu -

eachisland
-Complete baggage handling from airport to

hotel and return on all three Islands

$200 will confirm your reservation

$630 will guarantee no price Increase

This amount can be put on your *

VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS
Mske chacks payable and mall to

THE COMMUNITY HOUSE

-Assistance of Corporate Travel Serv)

-Free clty sightseeing tour on Oahu coguide
-Frea tour to Pear| Harbor )

-Alltaxes and gratuitles for above éérvices

For Addltional information Call:
The Community House:
2
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