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Take an interest in Clarenceville District

E'RE A SCHOOL DISTRICT but also a
e community. We're a community that
N thinks it's a town. Our schoo! district is

our beart, our center.”
That's how Sam Prisk, a 28-year veteran of the

979 Observer interview.
Although regarded by the longtime residents of

::~the district as the Mayor of Clarenceville, Prisk, a

dentist, actually is a Livonia resident. His dental
- office is in Redford Township.
Clarenceville is neither a city, a village nor a
* township,

PRISK'S DESCRIPTION of the Cl tle

Clarenceville Board of Education and the unofficial
Mayor of Clarenceville, described the distrlet in a

Clarenceville rather than their respectlve towns.

The district is characterized by the open, eﬂlciex'll
and downright friendly people who run it. There's
nol or p in Cl itle.
It's the kind of place you alitl'nl:st expect tofindina
rural setting, not a metro; n area, .

Menuax';ug'consoudnumg? and trustecs, adminis-
trators and residents bristle.

“We're larger than most school districts in the
state. The trustees and administrators know the
employees and we still offer a sound educational
program,” sald one admistrator.

That's not o say the district has ot had its share

en-member board, It has been more than five years
since a resident of Farmington Hills or Redford has
even [iled for election.

The last non-Lvonian to serve on the board was
Norman Hunt, who retired in 1981,

Clarenceville trustees and residents of the dis-
trict bave a chance to change that. Twa weeks ago,
t'fe MCDoxvell, a Livonla resident, resigned from

July 28 meeting, The board ex ts to fill the va-
cancy before“:fg. 3. pec v
The Livonia leadership on the board has been fair

of problems over the last few years. Declining en-
rollment, fluctuating state aid and a static tax base
have p some pretty tough years.

community was on target, In the midst of the met-
ropolitan area, the tiny (by metropolitan standards)
" district of about 2,000 has d to

ALTHOUGH CLARENCEVILLE Is regarded for
i feeling, its board of education is

channel its smallness in some posltive ways. Resi-
..dents of the district — which includes parts of Livo-
. ufa, Farmington Hiils and Redford Township — of-
: ten first refer to themselves as coming from

cterized by its Livonia domi

Although the district is comprised of three com-
munities, Livona residents make up the entire sev-

and pr . The district won't be harmed by an-
other qualified trustee from Livonia. After all, trus-
tees are elected at large to serve the entire district,
not thelr particular town,

However, the vacancy does offer trustees and
vesidents from Farmington Hills and Redford a
chance to add some geographical balance to the

a
Granted, time is ghort. There’s not much time to

m:er the decision. Those interested need to apply
edlately.

PRESENTLY, the Clarenceville board is
comprised of Prisk, Michael Manore, Richard
groodk,s‘l')nniel Morrison, Barry Sherman and Lorene

Iekson. -

Sherman, a Livonia police officer, is a graduate
of Clarenceville High School, Trusteeship runs in
the Erickson famlly, Lorene, a former teacher in
the Livonia Public Schools, was elected to the board
In 1978 after her husband, Robert,decided to retire
after 11 years of service.

In the last election, Sherman and Prisk were
unopposed for re-election,

All organizations from time to time need an infu-
sion of new people who bring new ideas and offer a
different pergpective. .

Regt d voters in F! Hills,
Township and Livonia are eligible to apply for the
trustee post. To apply, contact Patricia Vickery at
474-3569, The school board offices are at 20210
Middlebelt in Livonta.

Chrysler turns cbrner,v
and we all feel relieved

HE'S A suburban father trying to support a fami-
«ly of seven on a weekly salary from Chrysler. It

hasn’t been an easy life,

' Many times the children have gone without ex-
tras like vacations and have worn clothes purchased
at the resale shop,

" He had been transferred several times. At one
point, he even had to work in a town 100 miles away
from his family.

For all of the problems, he always knew there
would be food on the table. All he would have to do
is keep working for Chrysler,

In 1978-79 he began to change. Ris shoulders be-
.came a little stooped. The aging process acceler-
. ated. For the first time, he had fear on his face.

:  THIS SUBURBAN man was not alone in his wor-
* rles during 1978-79. In terms of numbers, Chrysler
L employs 34,600 persons In the Detrolt metropolitan
+ area. In addition, it uses a network of 11,000 sup-
+ pliers, Its collapse would have been devastating to

. many persons and businesses in this suburban area.

The dHficuities faced by the families of Chrysler
workers, such as the suburban father, would only be
the beginning. What about those who make a living
providing goods and services lo Chrysler? What
about those who earn a living by catering to the
Chrysler employees? What about the economic loss
to this entire area?

During 1979 Chrysler was on the brink. It had
recorded a loss of $204.6 million for 1978, and the
next year was worse. For the second quarter, it re-
ported an astounding loss of $207.1 million.

That's why all of us who lived through those times
bad to sme last week, Chairman Lee lacocca an-
nounced Chrysler would repay $800 million of its

federally loan by & W Or seven
., Yyears ahead of schedule,
It had been a long, hard struggle. But ft looks as
though Chrysler has been saved

Al this is not t0 say that the problems of Chryzler
are over. Many critical issues still remain. It still is
in debt to Michigan, Delaware, Illinols and Indiana

- for $205.5 million in state-secured loans, During

Nick
Sharkey

cutbacks, it damaged Its design and engineering
staffs — which will hurt in the years ahead.

The United Auto Workers is now demanding pay
raises for its members.

BUT AT LEAST the wolf is away from'the door,
If the nation’s €conomy continues to improve,
Chrysler should make it,

Are there lessons to be learned from Chrysler by
this state as its struggles for its survival? I think 80,

Chrysler originally asked the federal government
for a direct grant. It argued that because of
Chrysler’s importance to the nation's economy, it
shouid recelve a handout,

But the governmest didn't buy. It required that
sacrifices be made by the company, employees,
ll:aalxxkezr: and before the g t would

elp.
It was this mandated cooperation which restored
Chrysler to life, All parties had to work together to
make the loan agreement work.

Now, conslder this state. It is racked by ever-
increasing expenses and a shrinking economic base.
h?nny groups are battling over a smaller revenue

e.

Michigan will not be bailed out by an outside
source. It will take cooperation (yep, even sacrifice)
on the part of government, labor, industry and the
public at large to get the state moving again. So far,
there's been much rhetoric about cooperation, but
little action,

Chrysler couldn't have done it alone, fust as our
state government can’t turn Michigan around by it-
self. If you're looking for a model for Michigan to
follow, you don't have to go far.

The Spreen
situation
deteriorates

... THIS ISN'T the kind of column 1 enjoy writing.
Political and economic issues are my usual fare,
Personalities are normally the grist of the hatchet
boys downtown.

But it has become too painful to listen to and
write about Oakland County Sheriff Johannes
Spreen. Yet the man has such fantastic Bame rec-
ognition that he will be difficult to defeat in 1984.

And 50 the opposition Republicans need to be en-
couraged, right now, to select their best possible
candidate, raise a hefty war chest and perform
‘their civie duty. County Executive Dan Murphy and
.every incumbent officeholder will have to use thelr
,coattails to put their candidate §n,

. WE IN THE nemgaper and broadeasting busi.
‘ness make Spreen look good,

. mdeea,heoncewugood.nemapowmul
brain and h insti; He spots prob and
'designs programs to solve them.

' But we newspeople quote his major ideas, hix hest
Lines, and give the impression he has his act togeth.
 In a stralght news story or 10-second video clip,
e emotlonal flavor of his thinking falls to show

Take his performance 1ast week before the Board
There is something of the flavor of the Dead Sea
speech — the battle bétween the
ol!tarhkﬁn'rh:dulu-
‘profestional” with 40

N ——

Tim
Richard

rest of the world: “self-serving politicians, self-
serving chiefs of police, self-serving media,” all
hell-bent on “effectively destroying and totaling
demoralizing" Spreen’s department.

The specific cause of his wrath was that the Jalt
Study Committee had adopted “my plan with one
deletion,” He didn't 8ay what the deletion was, but it
was serlous enough that he was threat: to sue.
He didn’t say what grounds he would sue on, and he
didn't say what relief he would ask, He gave me the
name of his attorney, but his attorney was out of
town until July 25,

He denounced “politics” though he himself is a
consummate politiclan, even.to the point of bring-
ing along his own cheering gallery. You think that is
a joke? They were in the front row of the audience
section. }

After this threat of a sult, after the bitter denun-
clations of everyone, after grotesque display,
Spreen offered to “work together' for a solution.

OAKLAND, unlike most large counties, has no
one clity dominating the county. Indeed, no city has
as much as 10 percent of the total county S:Eula‘
tion. Oakland is highly decentralized. The
County Ethlc Is that cities, townships, county gov-
ernment, executlves, legislators, judges must
work cooperatively Ln a self-effaclng way.

There Is just no&l:ce in Oakland government for

ong an ou
some time back. The situation
tolerably, and be must be replaced.

Odds against
SEMTA’s

tax appeal

SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN Trausportation
Authority officials are In the mldst of public hear-

—
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cessions out of SEMTA regarding transportation in
that area, )

Many Oakland officlals feel that the county
should be getting quid pro quo — each doilar of

ings on the l‘n;wopoaed 1980 tation
The bearings are getting some news coverage, as
are General Manager Gary Krause's statements re-
garding the need for more fun for SEMTA. .
Not eomddenuum. they are held at the
same time that S| 'A ig gearing up for a sales
rmb almed at winning rubuc approval of a tax to
a nt

payer funds put into the SEMTA gystem should
80 back to Oakland County in the way of services,

It is much like people whose children have grown
up refusing to approve funds for schools which will
no longer serve their children. Public transporta-
tion, they say, is not thelir problem,

As one Oakland County resident said at a SEMTA
hearing y, every family she knows has at

nce SEMTA operations, p: y
sales tax increase,

Whatever the value of public transit, SEMTA’s
chance of winnlngevoler approval of a tax increase
falls somewhere between the chance of the Detroit
Lions winning the NFL football champlonship and

- Wayne County's employees throwing a testi
dinner for Couaty Executive Willlam Lucas,

'SEMTA HAS been In trouble ever since Ronald
Reagan took over as president. Before Reagan, the

et el el

e cost of operating publlc gan,
the government switched em ~ It will
finance construction and equipment but will not
subsidize operations. The fact is that no urban
transit system can operate without subsidy, elther

- federal, state or local.

Desplte a pumber of cutbacks in employees and
sexvices, SEMTA Is facing blg trouble. .

Even before going to the voters, SEMTA
drumbeaters have to sell the Legislature on putting
the iasue on the ballot.

" 8o far.the Legialature has ignored the issue while
walting for the public to simmer down following the
Income tax increase. .

OAKLAND .COUNTY has taken advantage of
SEMTA's precarious poducnhwﬂnum

least two cars, 50 who needs a transj ration

:Iem'l gaslg;c 'u:; commuters servedp?t Fush
our, the system serves mostly the elderly and poor

people without cars, v : v poor

AT THE HEART of the antipathy toward SEMTA'

.15 the plan for a light-rafl rapid transit line from

Detroit to Pontiac with part of it underground, th

&ccording to Krause, that a t rallll
} transportation sanse and is the of
:ryﬁg_-m :n:'l:;ed 1n the cities which have good mass
ation systems. g

But the thought of a subs ¥
‘h"":“fg : ux:n subway causes shudders in
e heart of the matter i1 the mistrust of doing!

any kind of traveling to Detroit or through Deuéll,{.l
& xenophoblc view of that city as a place to avold.
. Any'pubuc vote on a translt tax f; <
em of ov

th two cars and no desire to use lic transpor-
tatlon, upechnywlr‘:ka:pomm I.IEt: i v(:'wed as
wuafleoulderedbym;’:;’umu:ﬁny ol




