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It’s blossom time o
Day lilies dot landscapes with annual

By Tom Panzenhagen
staff writer

DAY LILIES BLOOM but once a year, That's

the disadvantage of caring for an incon-

- atant flora, The advantage, according to

Larry Mackle, a day Hly devotee, *is ev-

eryday when I go home I might have 500 new flo-
wers to look at that I never saw before.

“And you have a very long season — Pperhaps
three months — and when the flower atops bloom-
Ing, you have fun taking pollen off orange flowers
and g them with green, llke a kid with cray-
ons, polienating and creating your own blooms,”

Mackle, wife Sandra and thelr three children liva

Cranb In

within the peal of Christ Church

day lilies; he does, in fact, eat them. Popping a bud
Into his mouth,, Olso: remarked, “It tastes like let-
tuce.” . . .

He knows the tricks of hls trade, too,

Leaning over a bloom for a close-up sniff, Olson
purposely rubs against the stamen and comes away
with pollen on the tip of his nose, He then brushes
the pollen Into his hand.

*Ovming the pollen is like owning the plant,” Ol-
50n sald. "Some day lilies are worth $100, and peo-
ple will steal the pollen.”

* Olson expeets 30 to 40 partlclpants at Saturday's
day lily show at the Pontlac Mail. Hours are noon
to § p.m. Admission Is free, and those attending
may purchase plants and books on day lly care,

Bloomtield Hills, where for 12 years the family has
added row upon row of day lilics until now the buds,
which number perhaps 10,000, will bloam by the
dreds, day after day, throughout the summer.

“It all started with a elump of roadside liliss out
by the maflbox,” Sandra Mackle gald. Larry added,
“In a sense I grew up ona farm . . - 80 the concept
go{ Srdenlng) is something I grew up with and en-
oyed.” -

That's not to say the day Uly habit came natural-
ly.

“Slx years ago,” Larry Mackle sald, “I thought
day lilies were two colors, orange and yellow, and
that there were only two kinds. It was a case of
finding out there's more to it than that and that
they're pretty.”

MACKLE'S GARDEN now contalns hundreds of
varietles of day lillcs, many of which he bas cross-
bred himself. ' .

Harris Olson, a family friend and chalrman of
the Pontiac Mall day 1ty show coming up Saturday,
explained that the crossbreeding, or pollenating,
process is casy to accomplish but that “only about 1
percent (of the new blooms) is a huge improvement
over what you already have.”

Olson, who answers to the moniker “Mr. Day
Lily,* sald Mackle has *a complete garden — he
does eve:
blooms that he thought could be winners at the day
1ly show.

“Ruffling i the thing today,” Olson sald, display-
Ing a bloom with rippled and layered petals, “And
there's one with two blossoms — the best flower at
the show will have three blossoms, not touching.”

In another scction of the garden Olson cupped his
hand around a splindly looking bloom: "Sec these
narrow petals? This is what we've Improved from,”
Olson said, referring to newer, lustier-looking day
litles.

But as another blossom crumpled under his
touch, Olson added, “Some flowers we've bred the
hardlness out of when the beauty was bred into
them.”

OLSON, A Birmingham resident and member of
the American Hemerocallis (day lily) Soclety, is a
sclf-proclaimed day Uly junky, He attended a day
lily convention in Alabama thls spring even though
cold weather prevented the flowers {rom bloomlng.

*That was OK, though,” Olson sald, “because we
sat around and talked about day lllles the whole
time.”

One could almost say Olson lves and breathes

Ontour .

Lit on the lis Soclety
also will be avaliable.

MACKLE, A WINNER at last year’s flower
show, lsn't ‘certain which speclmens he'll exhibit at
this year's event, Nor could he estimate the value
of his day lily collection,

“Day Ulies are cheap,” Mackle sald. *You can g0
to Bordines and get one for $4. But they become
relatively expensive when some hybridizer thinks
he's got something ~ and then it remalns to be scen
whether other people agree. But 10 years later you
can buy the same flower for $4 again,”

So why day lilles instead of, say, rosea?

. “Well, one of the reasons they're great flowers is
because they don't care If they have sun or shade,
whether they're fertilized or unfertllized, watered
or unwalcred, and I don't know a bug that cats
them,” Mackie said. .

One suspects, however, from observing the well
manicured, vibrantly colored flower beds at the
Mackle residence, that Larry Mackle's day lilics
are very well cared for, even though thelr day In
the sun is brief.

photos by Mindy Saunders

rything here” and pointed to several .

. .
A day lily primer

Describlag day lliles In *The Complets Garden-
er,” Lols Wilson writes:

“Hardy, popular, sturdy, lavish with bloom, free
of diseases and pests, suitable for planting any-
where, great varicty In color, fragrant, appealing,
handsome and lovely to look at, folinge with inter.
esting contours, even thrives in contalners, which
most perennials do not,”

To best care for day llles, Wilson writes:

& Water deeply once a week,

® Feed with high-phosphorus garden fertilizer
in spring and agaln one week before and two
weeks after bloom. Mackle and Olson malntaln
thls in not necessary.

® Twist off tattered, dead flowers each day to
allow next flowers to come on.

# Divide anytime by lifting clump, cutting or
pulling apart and replanting.

With proper care, day lilies may bloom from
July to the first frost.

The Birmingham branch of the Womans National Farm and Qar-
den ummmmmm";ummuum

Ken-

neth Porters and Chester Wieniewskie all played host. Sharrie
CGhett (canter) desoribes heé oval-shaped perden, which fs sur-

rounded by strawberries, ‘I'M Chetts have annuals snd perennials
from early spring to late fail, and she makes dye for yarn from
some of the plants. Among Ite other activities, the farm and gar-

color burst

Day (ilfes will bloom
until the first frost,
but most of the thou-
sands of varieties of
the tlower wiil blos-
som. within the next
' two weeks, like the
delicately rutfled day
lity at “feft, Sandra
Mackle (below) and
husband Larry main-
tain one of the finest
day llly gardens in
the area at their
Bloomtield Hills

‘Some flowers we've bred the
heartiness out of when the beauty was
bred into them.’

—Harris Olson, ‘Mr. Day Lily,’
crossbreeding a flower (below)
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den group kesps the flowers blooming in front of the Alien House
' Park each
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