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The ‘Painted

Ladies’

Homegrown couturiers fashion i

By Lyn Sieffert
spocial writer

Paris, London, Rome and New York,
those bastlons of fashlon and style, are
being ch: d by homeg cre-

Those d| t-a-kind fash-

f-a-kind originals which are idealy

- lons that cause heads to turn may have
originated in a modest suburban bun-
galow right around the corner,

. “One could scarcely hope for a more

atlve couture,

« Birmingham has been quietly
sheltering some extraordlnary and im.
aglnative talents for at least-10 years,
These designers are now beglnning to
recelve recognltion,

Though it has not been generally
publiclzed by Hattle, Claire Pearonc
and Linda Dresner, the stores' mer-
chandise doesn't all originate in exotic
countries balf way ‘round the world,
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Model Sheila Fasang wears an

outfit than ane created
from a hand-designed fabric offered by
Beth Groesbeck and Gayle Bettega, co-
founders of an apparel design business
which 1is appropriately named The
Painted Ladies.

This team have a business partner-
ship most marrtages would envy.
Groesbeck ls the couturier, who creates
ensembles that show off'to perfection
hand-dyed fabries designed by Bettega,

Together, they produce tasteful, one-

Py 3
outfit which capturos a young,

trendy fook, The multl-striped (red, yellow and blue) Swiss cotton
.

», be perfect for someo-

would, g to
thing like crulse ship dancing,

suited for speclal occasions, The wom-
en trade ideas to collaborate on two
seasonal collections a year.

DESIGNS by The Palnted Ladies
have been offered for sale In presti-
glous shops side by slde with Parislan
labels at Jax on Rodeo Drive in Bever.
ly Hills, The Pomplan Shop in Chicago,
Willlam Cappola .of Palm Bezch, and
locally at Hattle, Linda Dresner and
Clalre Pearone.

And due to the artistic nature of the
{abrie, they have also been featured in
shows at the Maker’s Gallery in Scho,
the Detroit Gallery of Contemporary
Crafts, the Detroit Artist's Market and
the Carol Hooberman Gallery.

Professional recognition hes been
acccorded the partnership by thelr in-
cluslon as members of Deslgn Alllance,
Detrolt, Thelr fashions also have been
featured In “Say Yes To Michigan De-
signers,” sponsored by The Fashion
Group of Detroit.

Beth Groesbeck's training for coutu-
rier design began at Wayne State Uni-
versity. From courses in art, histery of
costume design and mastering the dls.
ciplines of tailoring and pattern mak-
ing, she cvolved to her own personal
style. .
Like most couturiers, she prefers to
work out her ideas by draping inexpen-
sive muslin on a dressmaker’s form,
pinning and draping It to refine her in-
spirations before committing them to a
pattern,

She explained, “The materials we use

shadings aznd the absence of chemlcal
:inl;nu help absorb the dye more eaal-

Bettega said she achleves original
patterns by hand-dyelng the fabrics
through a serfes of Intricate methods,
For example, in one method, material
Is folded between two identlically
shaped and cut-out blocks of wood. Dye
is then applied to the raised shapes and
the material sandwiched between the
blocks, secured by a C-clamp, then
slmmered in a hot dye bath of contrast-
ing color,

Using another method Bettega can
produce recoguizable objects such as
hearts or cuplds. To achleve this, she
paiats the dye directly onto the materi-
al. She then hand stitches around the
deslgn perimeter, gathering it together
before immerslon in the dye bath,

THE TOTAL process may take three
1.

‘"

Hand-designed
ness founded by Gayle

hours or more, but the g ef-
fort is well worth it. The rich glowing
colors focus attention on the indlvidual
detalling of the garments, providing a
totally exclusive Jook.

At times, exclusivity becomes a
problem when a retaller, used to the
velume of mass production, wants sey-
cral, exact dupllcates,

“The nature of my techniques doesn’t
allow for rigid control,” Bettega ex-
plalned. “Part of thelr attractiveness
depends on random variations. So even
U I repeat the process, using the same
colors and fabrics, no two outflts will
look exactly the same.”

Gayle will create a pat-

are too to cut into
inately.”

GROESBECK’S veraatility ranges
from designing business suits to eve-
ning wear. She utilizes every type of
fabric from chiffons to velvet and even
leather. Patron requests for dressy
atire have currently concentrated her
cfforts along these lines,

Her sensitlvity for anatomlcal move-
ment and respect for “the hand of a
fabric” has developed a subtle, sophisti-
cated approach to woman's clothing;
and the unrestricted ease of her deslgns
flatter a wide range of age groups and
{flgure sizes, The softly flowing lnes en-
hance the wearer's personality, instead
of blatantly calling attention to each
garment's uniqueness.

Equally talented, Gayle Bettega be-
gan her carcer by studying art at the
u ly of Michigan and
State University when she was inspired
to research 6th century dyeing tech.
hlques and refine them for modern,
{abric design production,

She prefers to use the completely
natural fabrics, silk, linen and Swiss
cotton that i3 so finely woven that it
gives the appearance of silk.

SHE EXPLAINED: "The natural ma-

" terlals lend themselves to more subtle
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COUNTRY LIVING
NEAR THE CITY| Walking gistance to golf coursa, Care iroe
axterior, 3 bedroom ranch. Parguet floor In tamlly room, 2
tiroplaces. Excollont floor plan, Orlginal owner. $112,900.

851-1800.

with a bar and a Franklin stove.

llke a park. There are 3 Jois
$48,900. 559-2300,

fort. $45,900, 625-0990,
<o PLYMO
VACATION AT HOME In this

beautttul
with redwood I
Ing

CAMBRIDGE VILLAGE SUB
GREAT BROADFRONT 3 bedroom ranch with famlly room,
roC room, contral air and a host of other goodies. Including
naturat firoplace In living room. $69,900, 559-2300.

FARMINGTON .
GREAT BUY. Beautifufly landscaned, 3 bodroom brick
ranch with a tull basemont. Incluctes washer and dryer and
range. Closa to shopping, parks and exprossways. $55,500.

EXCEPTIONALLY woll kopt homo with finished basoment

Beautiful backyard for a picnic, $52,900. 477-1111.
CHARMING well malniained near town with 3 bedrooms, 2
- bath hame located on % acre [ot {ireed & private), Heatod,
finishad posch, exira closet 8pace. $87,600. 477-1111,
SOUTHFIELD
THIS 3 bedroom ranch fealures a 2 car attached garage,
newses carpating end recently decorated Interior. Outside is

.o REDFORD

OVER 1800 SQUARE FEET of chianm In this lovely and unu-
sual 3 bedroom home. Large country kitchen, natural fire.
place In living room, famlly room has wet bar enclosed.
Knotty pine Florida room. Tree shaded lot for coollng com-

Maintenance frea exterior.

with many mature troes,

oountry setting. In-

sud. Fin
makes this

. mak, Terms, $82,900, 281-07(

?ftdcé@u

Livonia
261-0700

Westland

Farmington
477-1111

QUALITY BUILT COLONIAL

SHEAWOOD VILLAGE FARMS. Four bodrooms, 2% baths,

famlly room, firoplace, finlshed basement, aprinklor systom,

attic fan and many moro quality fantures. $116,800, 559-
0.

WE LEND MONEY

IF where you are golng is more important than what you are leaving. We can
help you with our unique ‘EQUITY LOAN".

Q. Whatis an Equity Loan?

A. An equity Loan aliows you to borrow money e
present home to apply to the purchase of another.

Q. What about my present morigage?
A. Wo can aid you in making your present paymasnts for a period of time.

CALL US FOR DETAILS

LIVONIA

GREAT 3 bedroom brick ranch, walk-in pantry in big kitche
en, linished rec room
.$49,600. 525-0990.

and den In

basemont, 1% baths.

SPACIOUS 4 bodroom, 24 bath brick ranch In Hearthstone
ished basement ht

t and bright sunny Florida room
mnu,hm%owuuommmmm
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tern that insplres me to design an outfit
around it At other times, T will ask her
to develop a design to accent a styling
detall, We have a creative flexibility
from sharing ideas and glving one an-
other suggestions,” Groesbeck sald.

As In most dress design establish.
ments, procuring employees who are
knowledgeable in the personal style of
coutier can be a problem. Groesbeck
admitied, "I've been very fortunate to
{ind talented scamstresses whom I've
trained to my specificatlons so as to
get orders out more quickly.”

BETTEGA'S inventiveness has
speeded up old world dyeing tech-
nlques, but she has yet to find an ap-
prentice. She commented, “Not many
people are wiiling to invest the time re-
quired or have the patlence necessary
to get my results,*

With such meticulous care lavished
on the creations, one wonld assume
costs for the eustomer to be quite out of
bounds, Retall outlets are given the
right of choosing a part of the line then
charge accordingly.

However, The Painted Ladles cus-
tom-design for regular patrons as well.
1 purchased directly, a simple top is
$60, Most ensembles fall into a price
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fabrics was the basis for an app.
{left) and Beth Groesbeck, who

mpressive designs

8l design busl-

are wearing their own doesigns. BELOW: Model Sheila Fasang
models a raspbarry-colored, crepe de chine ensamble.

range of $225-3475,

When questioned how long it would
take to produce a client's order, Groes-
beck replied, *It depends entirely on
the request. If a cllent sces something
we have already made up, it can be had
immediately. Qur cocktall sults are
gone as quickly as we make them. Most
women have plenty of advance notlce
prior to an important fuction.

“But if they want an cxclusive, de-
signed from scratch, It may take any-
where {from one to two months from
fabric deslgn to completing construc-
tlon of a garment.”

ADMITTEDLY, this is clothing for

occaslons that call for wearing some-.

thing unlque, perhaps a charity ball ex-
travaganza, opening night, or even a
vacatlon crulse. These are times when
1t is important not to come face-to-face
with a mirror image wearing the same
“designer fashlon.”

No such faux-pas would happen to
anyone wearing an cnsemble by The
Painted Ladles, The innovation ar2
lack of Mamboyance appeal 2 the
woman who s secure In her knowledge
of good taste and Individuality. Con-
nolsseurs of quality won't need an
excuse to wear these originals time and
agaln, .

Deluxo garago. $57,900. 525.0950,

326-2000
LY HYRT{UR  oymoun

EXCELLENT LOCATION
QUALITY BUILT, 3 bedroom, forme) dining room. Hard-
wood floors and plaster walls, Basement flled. Contral alr.

Farmington Hills
1-1

Lathrip Village
558-2300

Northville
348-8430

gainet the equity in your

floor. New furny

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED one-owner Tri In quiet Livonia
nelghborhood. 4 badrooms, 2% car garags. Conven
access 10 expressways. Priced to sofl.

shopping. Essy
$82,900, 201-0700,

WINDRIDGE VILLAGE. Wedgewood Tudor' style Colonlal
on comer lol. Four badtooms, 2% baths, den, first floor
1aundry, formal dining 38'"" temily room with natural fire-.

place. $119,500. 455-7'

¢ Largest Reat Eotate Company

. P Y

2 car
$43,000, 281-07¢
lont for

family room, 1% baths,
2car garage. Livonla

oarage, $47,900,926-2

IMMACULATE HOME
THREE BEDAOOM home with beautitul kitchen with appll-
ances ond famlly room with arched flreplace. Jolousied
Florlda room. Gas turnace In gorago, $58,800. 525-0090,

SPACIOUS COLONIAL,
A WOODED LOT aurrounds this spacious 4 bedroom Colo-
nial In deslrable Colony Park. Llbrary,
sowing room and finlshed rec room. $159,800, 4771111,

CANTO|
MUST SELL SITUATION| Qued, four bédrooms on cul-de-
s8ac. Very competitively priced. Torms. $84,000, 455.7000,

FARMINGTON HILLS
A LOVELY PLACE 1o spond your timo. 3.4 bedrooms, o-
cated on sorens pond. Enjoy tinlshod mastor sulto o your
own tasto, $87,500. 346-8430. -

THREE BEDAOOM RANCH located on doslrabla dead end
steeot. Horhe has newly remodeled kiichen with ceramic
6ca and hot water heater, Located on scre
l&q foun!ry Iiving. BARN ON PROPERTY, $68,600, 477-

RANCH with two ﬁsmlfb 3
rooms, larga country kitchen
{24.7x11.7). Lovely coverod patio, atiachod gnr.rzo plus an
o%lngt at rear of property, Nica location.

Nice lot with this 3 bedroom brick home with & den and
Country kitchan with snack bar and

NEWER THAN NEW 3 bedroom
room with doorwall to ogalla. full basement and sitached

contral hlr, extra

-1864.000. 226-2000,

Colonlal, 1% bath, family




