SEMTA critics zero in on Krause

By Tim Richard
statf writer

“1 wouldn't have that job for anything," sald a

friend of Gary Krausc, general manager of the
Michig: Transportation Auth 2

“I’s like being a fire hydrant and having a mil-
1ion dogs around you.”

And it’s true that Krause had to be persuaded to
take the SEMTA top operating post a year and a
balf ago. The 15-member SEMTA board deadlocked
politically on a replacement for the popular Larry
Saici and made Krause, then its chief of plannlng,
acting general manager,

Krause refused to seck for the top job, and final-
ly the board simply .
awarded hlm the hot
seat. First, carly in 1982
he went through an ago-
nizing 20-percent budg-
ot cut when federal op-
erating ald was cut and
some siate funds were
tled up In court.

AND IN THE last two
weeks, Krause has been
{lelding questions — not
all friendly — during
public hearings on
SEMTA's revised 1990
publle transit plan, But
he always has a lond of
facts committed to
memory.

Sometimes he finds )
himself in a *“damned-if-you-do, damned-if-you-
don't™ position. Conslder the questlon of Oakland
County Commissioner Lillian Motfitt, R-Bloomficld
‘Township, who there were inady

accused of having it all laid out and not listening to
the publle.”

Krauze declines to answer questions during the
course of the hearlng because the S 'A board
wants to take a8 much public comment as possible,
So by the time the gencral manager gets to anawer
when the public has finished, it's £0 late in the day
that most people — particularly critics — have
gone home,

MOST CRITICS equate SEMTA’S light-rall rapld
‘translt plan with Detrolt Mayor Coleman Young,
the embodiment of evil in many auburban minds,
and Krause catches the brunt of it. .

Krause agrees with the Reagan administration
— he describes his own political ppllosophy as
“conservative” — that federal funds are best spent
on capital goods such as Interstate freeways, air-
ports and light-rall transit — and that “the health
of a public transit system should be up to the met-
topolitan area.” .

In that framework, he says, it makes sense to
have a high-capital Nght-rall line for which the fed-
cral government pays 80 percent of the cost, but
which costs relatively less to operate. -

On the other hand, he added, a system totally
depecndent on buses — which many vail critics fa-
vor ~ would recelve no federal operating money
and require heftier local subsidies,

OTHER SAMPLE questions and answers:

Q. You keep saying ours is the only major reglon
which doesn’t have n dedlcated tax source for
transit, Didn't Houston Just defeat a Pproposal?

A. No, Houston has a dedicated one-cent sales tax
for operations and still has it. Defeated was a plan
to pledge part of [t for capltal.

Q. Wouldn’t small buses be cheaper to operate
than those big monsters that carry only a handful
af

cost figures,

“We are hesitant to develop cost data in great
detall when the purpose (of a publle hearing) is to
get publie comment on the concept,” Krause re-
plied. *If we provide too much detail, we are

A. “SEMTA has the Jargest small bus system In
North Ameriea . . . Large buses are full during the
mornlng and cvenlng commute period. But after
the commute 1is over, those large buses are not ef-
fectlvely used,” he admitted.

The driver of a large bus, however, cannot be

Edison readies kilowatts to beat the heat

Just how hot was it?

According to the “thermometer” Detrolt Edison
Co. uscs to measure customer use, the people of
southeastern Michigan are using record amounts of
electricity In afr condltloners and fana.

Edison records indicate that at 3 p.m. Friday, its
plants were producing 7,067,000 kilowatts of clec-
tricity to meet the needs of customers' hames, busl-
nesses and industry.

Demand usually tapers off as offices and indus-
trial plants complete their week's wark. Friday
use

" during mldday hours,

shifted to 2 small bus because there are federal and
state laws prohlbiting it. Drivers of large and smal}
buses are represented by different unions. |

Even I drivers cauld be shifted o small buses
there wouldn't be enough
small buses avatlable.

Q. QUIT BEING stuck on tired old Ideas and €oD.
sider some fresh new ones. Rather than all these
buses, why not subsidize taxi service for people
who really need It?

A. SEMTA s allowed to turn over part of Its
money to communities for local services, and some
sce fit to subsidize taxis, Added Dewltt Henry,
SEMTA board chairman: “We've looked at
ridesharing, we've looked at monorall, we've
looked at taxicabs.”

Q. SEMTA charges senlor cltizens half fare, but I
se¢e people Lo some communlties riding for nothing.
Why these freebles? :

A. Same answer — some cities use thelr funds to
subsldize senlor citizen fares,

Q. Look, what we wasit to know s how much
you're golog to ask for in taxes?

A. The Michigan Legislature has to decide what
to put on the ballot because SEMTA hes no authori-
ty of Its own to levy a tax. And the Legish

Thursdey, July 21, 198304E ..
*FEAR of driving alone *FEAR of crowded public
*FEAR of walting infines places (stroots, stores, restaurents)
*FEAR of going far fromhome +FEAR of shopping malis or large stores
«FEAR of social situatlions « FEAR of being trapped
«“FEAR OF FEAR" '
PATHWAYS TO RECOVERY
An Individualized Treatment Program
* Meth ] »Ti {0 reduce, eli
avoldance of fearfu! sltuations or cope more effectively with
phobic situations
. * Systematic gradual steps
toward recove.
« Home visits (if necessary)
Ron Rice, Ph.D.
humanistic Program Director
resources 626-2056
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 32910 W. 13 Mile
Farmington Hills, Michigan

hasn't taken up the Issue yet.
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was the fourth day this summer that
topped the highest level reached lnst year.,

Friday's production record is the highest reached
on the Detroit Edison system since July 9, 1981,
according to Robert V. Nicolson, assistant vice
presldent and manager of the company’s clectrical
system. .

ENERGY. .
We can’t afford to waste it.

A UNIQUE ART GALLIRY
N AN INDOOR ART FAIR

HUNDREDS OF ARTISTS
OVIR 1000 PIECES OF WORK

CONRSTANTLY CHANGING
PRICLS FROM $10 to $300

BROWSENS, BUYIRS & EXHIBITORS WELCOML
fecaled 0n Crand Dver at Farmiogton Dsod
CUSTOH TRAHING AVAILABLE

ASCENSIA" Comforters.

ASCENSIA" ANNUAL SALE.,

Scandia Down’s® NEW Coperta® tick “Ascensig”
comforter is being iptroduced via our anmual safe.
Now “Ascensia” is better than ever. With the new,
softer, Coperta® ticking of Egyptian cambric combed
cotton, Loomed in West Germany. Then filled with
high loft white goose down. Diamond stitch baffles
allow additional Ioft and ex; ion. Dream igh
under superior, natural comfort.

Regular Waight Light Weight
Rog. Sale Reg. Sals
Twin $350 $245 8315  $220
Full 385 289 345 231
Queen 500 350 450 315
King 575 408 520 385
a While Supply Lastsl

Sale onds Tues., July 26 .
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SAVE UP TO

50%
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Super prices on our tremendous
selection of lamps. Stiffel, Fredrick %

Cooper, Chapman, Mario, Kovacs 3
and many others, Every stylefor &
every decor.

Huge savings on tables and
cabinets by leading makers.
Buy now! Save now!

* Sale ends July 30.

BIRMINGHAM...6580 TELEGRAPH
ROCHESTER...435 MAIN

EVERY TABLE FLOOR SAMPLE REDUCED

ChandsliorCa

.yourfightning specialist

COMPLETELAMP AND LIGHTING FIXTURE SERVICE

30% TO
70% OFF

REGULAR PRICES!

AT MAPLE...BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
STREET AT UNIVERSITY

33403 Crand River

.

Lf'arminxton. Michigan « 313.477.7090 J
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LIVONIA ‘SOUTHFIELD“ UTICA

WE HAVE THE

 BESTOF -
: BOTH_WORLDS

CUSTOM CLOSETS

AND OUR EXCLUSIVE

DO-IT-YOURSELF
~ CONSTRUCT-A-CLOSET™
nlus the m,

. of closet.acc
Al with

t complete solechan
mes anywhote
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L YOUR BLOROON
RITGHEN BANTIN
HILDHENS HOORS "
EVERYIHE R
Stacking Clear Ploxr Shoe Drawers
20 OFF . .

THERE 1S ONLY ONE

(LUTTER ‘ ONTROL.

YOUR ORGANIZATION STATION
28956 Orchard Lukarﬁd‘_ Farmington Hills, M1

- 855-9678.
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Conveniently Located at: Hunters Square Mall
Orchard Lake Road & 14 Mile Road « Phone: 855-5720
Open: Mon., Tues., Thurs, & Sat. 10:00-5:30; Wed. & Frl. 10:00-9:00

ARTISTIC VOYAGE
THROUCH
“INNER SPACE”

One-man Exhibit
By Arnold Kolb
Microscopist /Photographer
JULY 14 - JULY 24

Meet the Artist - Thursday, July 14 - 700 to 9.00 PM

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

Sunday 12-5#Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6




