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Tom Lee recreates

By Ethel 8immons
staff writer

DESCRIBING *I'm Just an Autemobile” the

RECORDING an album done in nostalgic
'50s style was a lot of fun for singer/songwriter
Tom Lee, a former Bloomfleld Hills resident.

Lee usually records his own Bongs and says, then,
*You leave your blood on the page.” But with other
members of the Callfornia-based band, Big Daddy,
he found It a real pleasure o sing and play on the

d to the

ter sald, *It's about a guy who gets trans-
formed Into a car. It's kind of a new wave song.*
Lee received important recognition a8 a compos-
er when his song “One of the Amerlcins” was
runner-up, In 1981, in the Top 40 category at the
amer(un Sang Festival, an international competi-
on.
Lee wes married In May to Wanda Van den Ende,
wLbO also Is from Bloomfield Hills, His wife Is a

album “Big Daddy! What Really &
Band of '59.”

A ‘508 rock band, Big Daddy was asked by Rhino
records to do an album of the oldies, Lee and the
guys took the suggestlon ove step furiher — and
bave recorded contemporary song hits {n the groo-
vy style of 30 years ago, R

To top it off, *We took all the ballads and made
them rockers,” Lea sald. “We took all the rockers
and made them ballads,”

SONGS ON the album that has been getting alr-
play locally include *I Write the Songs,” “Bette
Davis Eyes,” *Super Freak,” “Star Wars.” “WhipIt”
and “Ebony and Ivory.” -

Ou Lhe flip side, the selectlons are “You Don't
Bring Me Flowers,” “Hit Me with Your Best Shot,”
“The Rose,” “Just What I Needed,” “Hote] Califor-
nla® and “Eye of the Tiger.”

Lee, who sings bass, does vocals and back-up gu!-
tar on the album. He's featured on the vocals for
“Ebony and Ivory” and “Eye of the Tiger,”

Before jolning Big Daddy, Lee was In a band
called Citizens, whose gigs Included opening for the
Doobie Brothers in 1981 In Cbarlevolx, Since going
out to Californla, Lee has been g as a solo and
duo and recording with Blg Daddy, the band be .
Jolned some six months ago,

One of Lee's songy that has just been published Is
called *I'm Just an Automoblie.® Of the publishers,
be sald, “Their job Is to get it {the song) to a star,
The ple i split one half to the publlaher, one half
writers’ royalties, :

and n seamstress, who used to work
for a Rochester dress designer. They live in Van
Nuys, Calif.

THE GUY with the most beautiful body in the
Blrmingham-Bloomflcld area is Marcos Zartari,
28, an attorney from Blrmingham. Zartari, who
competed for his title in a Bloomfleld Body Beauti-
ful contest at the Kingaley Inn, welghed in at 205
pounds on his six-foot one-inch frame.

Runner-up in the contest was Michael Bouchard,
7, a poli from the Bl
area. He's slx foot one and weighs 170 pounds.

A team challenge also was offered in the contest.
The Hamlilton Place Athletic Club beat out the
Franklin Racquet Club/Nautilus (or the trophy.

Judges for the contest were members of the all-
women Kingsley Club, a group organized by the
Kingsley Inn for professlonal and business wemen.

TROY PLAYERS tis announced its three-
play season for 1983-84,

The Neil Simon comedy “Plaza Sulte” will open
the season In the fall, the musical “Pajama Game®
follows In mid-winter and the drama “Inherit the
Wind* closes the season In the spring.

The group's board of directors Is accepting appll-
catlons to direct the shows,

Tickets for the new season of plays are $11.50,
Troy Players also is offoring an carly-bird speclal
for annual memberships, which are $16 until Aug.
20, or $20 thereafter. Anyone who wants to joln up
may call 870-1285 for information about a mem-
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bership party at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 20.

The communlty theater group is looking not only
for actors but for stagehands and Individuals who
want to learn how to direct and produce plays.

For more Information write Troy Players, P.O.
Box 234, Troy 48099,

FORMER BIRMINGHAM resident Paul
Stookey will be back {n town during August, when
the ever-popular trio Peter, Paul and Mary plays
Aug. 19 at Pine Knob.

Tickets are $12 for the pavilion, $9 for lawn.

Other performers coming to the music theater in
Clarkston during August include Willle Nelson, who
plays Aug. 1-4; Roberta Flack and Peabo Bryson,
Aug. 5; James Taylor, Aug. 8-7; Loverboy and spe-
cial guest Qulet Riot, Aug. 8-9; Gordan Lightfoot,
Aug. 10; Talking Heads, Aug. 11; James Brown Son!
Revue, Aug. 13; and the Animals, Aug. 14.

Also scheduled Metle Haggard, Aug. 16; Jeffer-
son Starship and special guest Patrick Simmons,
Avg. 17; Kenny Loggins, Aug. 18 {a new dale); Pe-
ter, Paul and Mary, Aug. 19 (new date); Miles Dav-
Is, Aug. 20; Men at Work, Aug. 21-22; Elvis Costello,
Aug. 23; George Benson, Aug. 25; the Oak Ridge
Boys, Aug. 27, and the Hollies, Aug. 30,

For tickets contact the Pine Knob box dffice or
any CTC outlet. For more detalls call the Hot Line
at 647-7700,

THE CRANBROOK Summer Jazz Ensem-
ble will play two free concerts thls week,

The first will be at noon Wednesday at the Pru-
dential Town Center Gardens in Southfleld, The
second will be at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Cranbrook
Academy of Art, across from the reflecting pond.

The concert is being presented in conjunction
with Jesse Sinclair’s “Adventures in Dance® sum-
mer jazz dance program.

JIMMY LAUNCE, WJR radio personality
who also heads up the Jimmy Launce Pro

{Ro-6BXC)5C

dinner theater operation, will be starring in the fall
show opening Sept. 18 at Somerset Dinner Theatre.

Lauznce will play an advertising man who gets
caught up in two murders in the comedy-mystery
"Catch Mo I You Can.”

P are Friday with cock-
tails at 7 p.m., dinner at 7:30 and curtain at 8:45
.., Tickels are $18.95 per person Inclusive, The
ulfet is by Alfred’s restaurant at Somerset Mall in
Troy.
For reservatlons call Alfred's at 643-8865.

‘We took it one step further. We took all
the ballads and made them rockers. We.
took all the rockers and made them
ballads.’
— Tom Lee
of '508-style band Big Daddy
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Somelhing new in Geandals!
Luncheon & [d Scandals

Busincssmen’s Buffet
1£:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Ve are now serving some deliclous
luncheon specialtics featuring:
» Soup Du Jour
* Top Sirioin of Beef
* Speclal Entree - Chef ‘s choice

[
PAYDACKS 43
Direcely Acvoss fromt Cobo Hall
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* Potato Bor with scrumplious toppings JULY 28 & 29 JU]{;’ 30 & 31 " i l
* Assorted Salad Bar 6pm-13m noon et o, . +enffe XC.
and. . .much more! P N 10l am Only 6 mg,yet rich enough to be called delu
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Bangerous to Your Health,




