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These airmen
don’t leave earth

By 8lll Casper
staff writer

A slight wind was blowing just
strong enough to make flying a little

tricky, forcing demonstralion team alr- 9f

plane pilots to scratch some of their
moare dlifficult aerlal maneuvers for
safety sake,

Since the phlots of radic-controlled
model afrplanes never left the good
earth, they were oot too worried about
thelr safety.

They feared, however, that an fiI-
advised gamble could result In an out-
ol-control craft, which could endanger
the safety of the large audlence gath-
ered In the hot afternoon sun at Canton
Township's Maxwell Fleld to view the
airshow staged to bencllt Muscular
Dy

Above, Steve
McClain (with radio-
controf device) and
Vito Palazzolo, mem-
bers of the Golden
Arrows club, are pro-
paring for the takeoff
of thelr model Cita-
bria during a recent
air show in Canton
Township. The third
annual air show, with
proceeds benefitting
muscular dystrophy,
was sponsored by
the Ribcrackers, &
Livonia-based ftlying
club, At the photo at
right, Dick DeMonte
(left) and John
Straub inspect thelr
P 51-D Mustang atter
a flight at the Rib-
crackers air show.

Flying model airplanes
is next best to real thing

By Mary Rodrique
statf wrltor

HEIR planes soar through the air with the
greateat of case: here a World War Il
trainer jet, there an ATS Texzan, and be-
yond 2 full gamut of fets, seaplancs and

Just about every mode! historical and current, °

Unlike other alr shows, the pilots of these crafts
are statloned on the ground. Their model aircraft
fly at their command vla radio control,

Cotlectively, the group of 175 flying cnthusiasts
are known as the Livonia Rib Crackers, although
they draw membershlp from several suburban
communlties.

“We're open to anyone. We've bad members as
young as 11 up to age 70 and above,” said Rick
Lewandowski, club spokesman,

“It’s a hobby that attracts people interested in
alreralt, The cost of flying is so expensive, this is as
close a3 you can get to the real thing."

Another club member, Don McLean, likes the
satisfaction that comes from bullding his own alr-
craft,

“All the princlples involved In real aircraft are
capled in models,” sald McLean, who builds to %
scale, “We use the same laws of physica: pawer to
weight ratio, high Ilit wing, symmetrical wing.”

Members can bulld from kits or from scratch,
Size of the alrcralt range from 30-inch wing apan to
10-foot wing span, according to McLean. The big-
ger models may cost thousands of dollars and take
100 bours or more to build,

“SOME members prefer to fly rather than
build,” he added, “There are hobby shops which sell
ready-to-fly aircraft and there are club-sponsored
auctions each spring.”

‘The cost of the Initial investment requires two
basic ftems: a radio control set and an engine.

“It costs about $400 to get an airplane iuto the
alr,” Lewandowskl sald. “If you're a competent
bullder and Jucky, it will last a Jong time, We try to
be careful and preserve them for as long as possi-

ble,
“My oldest mode! Is from 1972 Td it stil} works

‘All the principles involved
in real aircraft are copied
in models, We use the
same laws of physics.’
— Don McLesn
pilot

“The average slze radio-controlled nireraft bos a
60-inch wlng span and is powered by a .35 cublc

- inch engine,” McLean sald,

THE CLUB has an Instructors program for
ratmbers who want to learn to fly. A high quality
radlo, four ch Is or more, is

Once a new member has purchased equipment
and started building, he or she s encouraged to
bring the project to club meetings for advice.

‘When the alrplane has been test flown and is in
safe flylng condition, we'll begin to teach the new
member to fly,” Lewandowski sald.

The Rib Crackers meet the flrst and third Mon-
day of, the month at 7 p.m. at Power Junior High
School'in Farmington, Members fly at three flelds;
Maxwell Field {n Canton, and the Childs Lake and
Proud Lake recreation areas near Mllford,

The Rib Crackers sponsor two static diplays each
year at the Livonia and Westland malls to generata
interest in the hobby, which they say has 28,000
enthusiasts nationwide.

“In this area alone, there are the Detroit Radio

Controllers who fly at Rouge Park, the Indlan City .

group downriver, and the Plymouth Pilgrims,”
Lewandowski sald. .
Although tho group bas an open membership pol-

Icy, there 1a just one woman active flyer among the

Rib Crackers, She was recently club secretary and
her husband was club president.
“Qur hobby ‘ls quite seasonsl,” Lewandowski
sald. “Obviously we can only fly when we have
weather,”

good
d model alrcraft are often used In

fioe on the same " said L
owner of 14 models.

His friend, McLean, has a 12-foot cub, 10-foot bi-
plane, 9-foot AT6 Texan and a World War 1T trainer
among his collection. N

“Any slrcraft cver butlt can be duplicated,”
McLean sald, - .

Juat about any type of engine can be used, includ-
ing modified chaln saw engines and go-cart en-

Radlo
the film Industry when scripts require crashes,
McLean noted.

"Model planes were used in the films Battle of
Britaln and Capricorn One and also in TV programs
ke Hawall Five-0,” he said. “It's cheaper to blow
up & model than an actual plane.”

model aircraft can also be viewed at the
Academy of Model in bcC.
and the Smithsonlan Institute wing dedicated to
model alrcraft. -

Statf photos by Margené Johnston

Clinique
introduces
Lightstyte, a
make-up skill
that will become™
a permanent
part of your life

But a little wind was not about to
stop these devoted pllots from dolng
what they love to do, particularly when
they have an opportunity to show aff
their flying skills before an audience.

MOST OF the time, these pilots fly
In relatlve solltude, alone on a deserted
fleld with only their model alrcraft as
companlons, All fly for the fun of it as
a hobby,

But some, the more experienced and
more accomplished pilots, love to show
off the flying skills that for hours and
bours alone they have practiced and
perfected.

At 59 years of age, Joe Hazs of West-
1and has been flylng model and full-size
alrplanes for 30 years. He demonstrat-
ed his’radio-controlled airplane flying
skills at the Canton bencfit airshow.

Hass [s a member of two arca radlo-
controlled model airplane clubs, the
Golden Arrows, based in the downriver
agea, and the Livonla-based Rib Crack-
ers, which for the third successive year
aponsored the MD benetit airshow July
24

“I enjoy the companionship that
forms among the ¢lub members. T love
flying any kind of plane from the rub-
ber-band - powered models to real
planes,® sald Hass,an instrumentcd

of radlo-con-

craft because it Is just as exhilarating
43 fiying a real plane, minua the prohi.
bitive )
“You must understand that once one
these (radlo-controlled) planes
leaves the ground, you're the pliot fly-
ing it and you've got to bring It down
sometime, somewhere,” sald Hass, who
builds, repalrs and sells these model
planes at his Wayne Hobby Shop.

Flying before a crowd adds the ele.
ments of tenslon and precaution that
the lelsure radio-control plane pilot
does not necessarily experience to the
same degree.

“I'm nervous everytime I fly because
that's my baby up there,” Hass sald. “I
put a lot of time, money 2nd love in
building It and there’s always the
chance that something could go wrong
in flight, like a mechanical matfunc-
tlop,

“My heart pumps faster when I'm
flying and there’s even more teaslon
when you're flying before a crowd. You
feel a Uitle wobbly in the knees and
your hands tremble a little because you
waot to glve the audlence the best {ly- -
ing demonstration with as many
maneuvers as is possibte,

‘THE ELEMENT of crowd safety is a
concern of all demonstratlon pllots and
ho one knows the potentlal dangers of
an out-of-control plane better than 30-
yeag-old Steve McClain of Southgate,

“I'm scared to death of the potentla)
danger these planes pose if not flown
safely,” said McClain, who has been pie
loting radio-controlled aircraft since be
was 13-years-old. “Last year at an air
show, I was standing in a parking lot
near the fleld looking at a friend's
plane and a ruraway plane hit me In
the face at full throttle at about 100

mph.

“I was lucky because I got hit by the
wing of the plane and not the engine,
but it was bad enough,” McClain said,
“The impact knocked me unconsclous
and I had two black eyes and required
several stitches to close a cut on my
face. But the accident turned around
my‘; entire way ‘of thinking about this

obby,
*“1 stili love the hotiby, but now I real-

“TRE, MAJORITY
trolied plane pllots say they fly thelr ize that safety comes first,” he sajd.

Clinfque Lightstyle is o new
make-up technique. It brings
more light to your face. To
soften. To brighten. To glow. Just
,like magic. This technique calls for

the select placement of light-reflecting
Clinlque products which act as spotlights.
Make-up is put on as usual and powdered

1o a flawless finish. Then tha fun beglns.

Hints of light are added at stiategic points

of the face. Like the forehead, browbone,
chaekbone, temples, nose bridge. lips and

for evening. the aar shell and neck. It's never
used all ovar, never obvious. Everything is
allergy-tested and fragrance free. Our Clinique
consultants will be dermonstrating Lightstyle ol
this week, August 1-6, at the following stores.
Stop by or call for an appointment:

Northtand: 569-3232, ext. 2286
Eostland: 371-3232, ext, 2281 '

Westland: 425-4242, ext. 2280
Oakland: 585-3232, ext. 2281
Fairlane: 593-3232, ext. 2i28
Twelve Qoks: 348-3232, ext. 2285 -
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