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last week by phone from his
Callfornls. "I was 19 years old.”
The second year was not 50 good. He
de $7,000. The next year, $3,000. But

are Jooking up again for Binder,
ho was flrst discovered by TV-come-

ly-maestro Norman 0
Now 25, Binder Ls grateful for the op-
rtunity to see his star rise and fall —

& balf, then three years
times. I couldn't get any work,” he
lalned.

a for everything I get.”

last week, a half-bour pilot was
on CBS-TV, with Mike Binder
g 23 one of tha buddles in *Din-
" & comedy based on the surprise
; oovie hit.
1
*WE GOT ‘wonderful reviews all
Sgross the conntry, except lor Detrolt,”
d Binder, who is originally from Blr-
] network bas untll No-
Yember to decide whether or not to put

0 show on the season’s schedule.
1. *The pllot was done — written and
directed — by the guy (Barry Levinson)
who “did the movie,” he sald, Blnder
ﬁ{x Eddle, & young law student who
got married and Is trylng to grow

xp. .
* “It’s the lead. It's a good character,”
besald.

“Diner™ takes place in the '509, and
thermmaln set ia Eddie’s bouse wherd ho
80 hls wife have moved in with his

ts,

“**It'n a real peat look at lfe back
then. All ‘the reviews said the charac-
ters are so real.” T

Binder sald every major paper bas
dope a story aboot him recently, In-
cluding the Los Angeles Examiner, the
New York Times and the Chlcago Tri-
bune, .

'Y,o'lung comic ﬁh;ds his

“MGM used me a3 a focal polnt for
publicity for ‘Diner.’

"The highs are 30 locredible,” he
8aid, reflecting on his newly recaptured
popularif

IF “DINER" doesn't make it on the
fall schedule, CBS will probably use
bim (8 a mini-series, Binder sald. He
has dooe several movies for CBS, lo-
cluding an Army-movia pilot, and a TV
movie called “Shakin’ It Up® that was
never released but will be changed and
shown as & TV movie next season. His
first TV movie for CBS was “The Fred-
dle Prins Story.”

Of the petwork, he sald, "They've

+ been very good to me. I've been work-

Ing with them for two years and
they've been paying me.”

Growing up in Birmingham, Blnder
wanted first o be 2 comedy writer
(be's a big fan of Woody Allen), then
decided to me a comic himself,
Right after graduatlng from Seaholm
High School in 1976, he pursued his
dream by performing as a stand-up
comic locally and then in LA,

Blnder, who writea all his own mate.
rlal, got exposure performing at the
Comedy Store. *I was 19 when Norman
Lear sald, ‘I want to aign you’ * Binder
made a TV pllot for the sitcom “Apple
Ple,” which went on the alr a5 a series
but didn’t Iast.

‘The young comic hes only fond mem-
ories of working with Lear. “He was
wonderful. Lear called me Tuesday
(the day after the pilot for “Diner” was
shown) to tell me how much I'd grown
in ‘Dioer. *

After a first year of $90,000, “the
next year I waa broke.” Blinder didn't
have a penny left of his big earnings.

WHAT MAERES Binder favored for
TV comedy success Is his style. “Nor-
man Lear kept telling

me I really had at
Baturalness as far as comedy acting
and I could be subtle, That's what Bar-
ty ‘Diner,’ said.

comedy comes along.”
Metropolitan-Detroit residents who
want to see Blnder perform in person

THE

10 am to 6 pm

NORTHFIELD HILLS 10th ANNUAL

;Saturday, August 20

PHOTOGRAPHY » WOOD » STAINED GLASS -
JEWELRY ¢« FIBER « POTTERY « PAINTINGS
SCULPTURE » ALL QUALITY CRAFTS REPRESENTED
Children's Area  Oakland County Puppet Mobile at 1 PM

Long Lake Rd. East of [-75 at Coolidge
Troy
FREE ADMISSION +FOOD and ENTERTAINMENT
AMPLE PARKING RAIN DATE AUGUST 21

. W Restourant 6422430

MARVIN'S
IS ALL NEW!

 ANNOUNCING

* Seafood » Quiche » Soups » Saladss
» Crolssant Sandwiches ® Homermadae Pasta and Sauces
« Pell Sarxiwiches  Fresh Baked Pastries.»
» All-day Hoppy Hour ® Goumet Camy-Out «
« And Much Morel »

. Located on Telegraph between
. : 12 and 13 Mile In Bingham Farms

Cany-Out  642-0282

will have the opportunity Thursday,
Aug. 15, when he and comica Howle
Mandel and Dave Couller appear in the
Comedy Jam at the Premier Center In
Sterling Helghts. .

“I'm 30 exclted about that,” he sald.
“We want to have It every year. To
have pational guys ever year and bave
a comedy. festival in Detrolt. Next
year, we could go someplace bigger.”

“T know all the guys — Richard
Pryor, Robin Willlams, Eddle Murphy,
Tknew them before they were anybody.
These guys would love the idea, Come-

aren’t money butigry. They like
L‘:. w.ork in support of situations like
t .

Binder recently did an HBO comedy
special, “The 11th Anniversary of the
Comedy Store,” with Robln Willlams
and Ricbard Pryor.

“IU’s been on all month after the
WHO concert,” he sald. "Sixteen mil-
llon people have seen It.” The show ran
during July and early August and may
be shown again on the cable network
sometime o the future, s spokesman
for Blrmingbam's Booth Communica-~
tions satd)

BINDER SAID that, as a teen-ager,
“I was a welrd kid.” As an example, be
told about how a party was going on
downstalrs in his house and, instend of
jolning the fun, he went upstalrs and

Mama." His mama is Judy Trumbull,
who runs the Rlalto glft shop in Bir-
mingham,

“I always wanted to write movies
like Woody Allen,” be sald, Another
dream belng realized centera around a
film seript he wrote and will produce
In Michigan with his {ricnd, Jeff Thal,
who also i3 from Blrmingham.

“Tales of the War Wagon” is about a
couple of guys from Royal Oak who are
hot guys In high school but can't com-
pete with their old buddies who go 6n to
college at the Univeralty of Michigan.
The *war wagon® is the car the two
guys drive, going up to sce their friends
I Ann Arbor. .

Binder now llves In an in

(T,8,Re-7CXO)11C ©

Westwood. His girlfricnd, Saliann Kel-

1y, who Is also from Birmingham, came
out to join him in California two years
ago,
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This Is the place where you can relax and enjoy
tonight. Live entertalnment and dancin;
Happy Hours dally. Snacks and hors d’oeuwWes,
And the people you want to meet. This Is Hurley's,

Mike Binder (standing right) and the rest of the

guys in the cast of CBS-TV's “Diner” were seen
recently on the pilot for the show, which may be
on the network schedule thia season. The other

buddies in thia comedy set in the 1950s are
James Spader and Michael Madsen (seated) and
Max Cantor and Paul Reiser (atanding).
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