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Doing the job right means usi

This Is acother in & series of les-
drawing by special

You may write him at his store or
c/o Observer Newspapers, 23352
Flru‘:lnxtan Road, Farmington MI
48024,

By David Mesaing
staff writer

In the last installment of Artifacts 1
talked about watercolor paint which iy
commonly packaged in pans or in
tubes. But before 1 go on to paper, I
would like to mention Dr. Martin wa-
tercolor dyes.

‘The dyes are of course water solu-
able and mix well with any water color
tubes or pans. Dr. Martin watercolor
dyes come In & wide assortment of col-
or and in two series, the “transparent”
and the “concentrates.” These colors
are 50 intenze that even when mixed
with other watercolors they seem to

ow.

‘1Dr. Martin dyes are listed as “fugl-
tive, which means they tend to fade,
Now, I have tested several of the colora
in direct sunlight and the only color I
have found to drastically fade is por.

ple.
1t is Interesting to note here that any
color on paper, in sufficient light for
viewing, will fade, All pigment
1o lght will fade, The rate at which It
{ades, however, can be controlled. Dr,
Martio dyes are primarily used in art-
work to be photographed for reprodue-
tion, but they are very pleasing to use
for many other applications, -

DID YOU ever get the Inspiration to
do a watercolor and you couldn't find
an; g to do a watercolor on? When
it's 11:30 at night and everyone Is in
bed and your “wired” to paint and have
no paper? Well that never bothers one
of my women customers, a sweet lady
who often brings her watercolors In to
our store for framing,

When it comes time to paint she
grabs anything white, or anythlng flat
and palits on it. Once she came in with
a detalled painting on a plece of wood.
I commented on Its odd shape. She said,
“Yes and my son is quiet upset. You see
that is the bnck of hls stereo speaker
and I didn't know It when 1 began
painting on it.” .

Watercolor paper comes in different
textures and different welghts, The
surface textures range from very
rough, rough, cold press (some texture)
and hot press (very smooth). The
welghts are measured by “welght per
ream" 30 Lf a ream of paper welghs 140
ibs than that s the weight per sheet.
The usual range {a 90 lbs, 140 lbs and
300 1bs. The 90 lbs, being the thinner
and 300 1ba, belng very thick.

THIS METHOD of naming by welght
is due to change, as It becomes confus-
ing if the paper is oversize, For in-
stance a ream of 140 weight oversize
welghs much more, 80 it i called 140
overalre. Someday soon it will be intro-
duced as weight per
centimeter, . ., who cares? Just tell
the person at the store you want to feel
39 rp;pr.vr and buy whatever you can

ford,
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All watercolor paper will buckle
when you paint on it s0 you must
stretch or prepare it. The'only excep-
tlon is strathmore H.A‘%mrl;lﬂlthln isa
very smooth very it weight paper.
T:sypnper way. {0 prepare or stretch
watercolor paper s to soak it for a few
minutes, Then lay It flat on a board and
wipe off the excess water. Then using
craft tape (that's the brown paper tape
with the glue that doesn't taste good)
secure the outer edges flat.to the
board. Then you walt for the paper to

As the tape and paper dry the paper
stretches to become very tight and
very flat. If you are less patlent you
can leave your paper dry and tape it to
& board with tape, Th:

you are even less patlent, just tape
down the edges, and U you are cven
less patlent. . . don't try watercolor
atall,

‘THERE 18 now, however, a water-
color “block whh;];c:{s hpu! dlorr less
patlent people. A b a pad of wa-
tercolor paper with a rubber seal all
the way around the pa
paper flat. So you simply start painting
and if you “goof” or when you are fin.
Ished you simply slide a pallette knife
under the top sheet and cut off your
painting. And low and behold under-
neath i3 a clean new white sheet all
ready to go.

This Is expeclally helptul if you bave
goofed because you can dig right back
Into another palnting without taking
time to stretch anotber plece of paper.
Water color paper {3 a lot like the
paint, there are many good many good
name brands. It is not to
know all the brands, just keep shoppling
until you find one you Uke. X{ it fits
your needs, thexn stick with it.

My personal favorite is the Strath.
more 400 block. It has a pleasing tex-
ture and surface pattern yet the great-
est of detall can be easlly painted,

T tell my customers that you only
oeed to buy three or four good quality
brushes for watercolor painting. Ol
painting requires many brushes be-
cause it is so difficult to clean each
brush each time you nced a new color.
Water color requires only a swish thru
clean water and your brush is free of
color, Water color brushes are usually
sable or imitation sable squarrel hair,
skunk, ox hair or comblned halr and
imltation halr.

‘THE TERM “camel halr” s mislead.
log since camels have wool and not

same as a sable brush for watercolor.
Sable comes from the hair of a Siberizn
mink; the finest softest hairs are used
for watercolors and the course stiff
haira are used for oll,

1t you feel embarrased asking what
the difference Is at a supply atore, fust
look at the handles, The long handle
sables 12 to 14 Inches are oll sables.
The short handle sables about nine
inches are for watercolor. I am sure
there are many boring books written
about brushes probably titled “Art
brushes and the modern man” or some-
thing cqually catchy, But I am again
running out of space, I will however
cover the subject of brushes In a later
installment of Artifacts.

The most magnificent r

1983 Detrlt Symphony Showhouse - Wabeek North
1711 Morningside V:Iaz. Erl.oomfleld Hiils
n North Wab

3 now
ata great reduction In price, Shown by appolntment. Call:
Malcolm Leventen Corp.
) 968-0110/559-5492
Long Lake Rd. to Wabeek Lake Drlve East
to Indien Summerto -
Morningside Way

Home on a Large

Outstanding Fout Bedeoom Contemporary

Landscaped Corner Lot

Move Itght in with FHA, VA, Simple
Buy-Down

® Central ar .

#® 1Vibaths
® Pnished basement . x
'GREAT BUY $88,900

2 cur guage
® Famdy to0m with frepiace § fihaeuceetiol

dnon  026-8000
, - ASKFOR .
- SYLVIA BOESKY

s

I am burrying 80 I can a
siarting few brushes, In looking up my
best brushes I find that my boys bave
used them for painting plastic models.

3 or No. 4 round. If you have a little
extra money get a large round No. 8 or
No. 7 or No. 8 (this Is not necessary).

Do, however, get an oval wash brush
about % or % Inches. This Is a squirre]
shalr brush, very soft and reddish brown
In color. Basically this is all you will
need to get kyou started with your
brushes, Just remember, three rounds
for painting and the oval wash Ls for
wetting and also paloting In large

areas.

Next week wo will try a simple les-
son In watercolor painting, I felt I¢ was
necessary to cover the different mate-
rials first, because of thelr importance
to how your paintings will look.

ARTFULL HINT: If you are palnting -

with watercolor-over a large area and
wish to have something other than a
smooth wash, you can achieve z “natu-
Tal” texture by lightly sprinkling a few
flakes of kosher salt on the area. This
should be done when the palnt is at the
. satin sheen stage of drying, It bas quite
an Interesting effect. Try it.

[

Q. I have a difficult time drawing the
human head especially In the placement of
the eyes. Help.

A.Every art teacher draws an egg
shape oval then starts dividing Jt up with
% and %lines. Of course this {3 the right

way to start, but I find students still have

o

difficulty placing Io the eyes, Now this
sounds sllly but draw sun glasses on this
egg shape oval beginning than draw eyes
Inside the sunglasses. The sunglasses help
you locate the general placement of the
eyes, which are usually one eye width
apart from ecach other. Oh yes, don't for-
get to erase the sunglasses,

ng the right materials

STATELY Willlamsburg Ci
prime family area convenient to shop-
* plng and expressways. Quality appolnt-
ments throughout. 4 bedrooms plus
trees,

den, plcturesque lot
626-8100 $134,000

alontal In

CONTEMPORARY COLONIAL features
new carpetlng, sunny spaclous rooms,
private family room, central alr, 4 bad-
rooms, 2% baths, Quallty bullt, In Hunt-
Ington Woods location with Berkley
Schools, 626-8100 $105,000

PROFESSIONALLY LANDSCAPED
Waest Bloomtleld Colonial features 4
bedrooms, library, central air, loaded
with extras. Two way fireplace, West

E offer-

Schools,

B
ing. 626-9100 $124,900

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL backs to forest!
Decorated In neutrals offering -superb
custem features Including crown mold-
Ings, custom deck, 2nd floor laundry.
SIMPLE  ASSUMPTION! 626-9100
$87,500

GLEN OAKS SUBDIVISION of Farming-
ton Hills presents attractive brick
levelor
insulation,

Ranch with nautral
blinds,

. 22
SHARP CONTEMPORARY _ with
beamed, Cathedral ceilings, new Kitch-
en, new furnace, new decking and
morel 3 bedrooms, familly room, beautl-
1ul pool plus changing room. 846-6000
$79,800

LAND . CONTRACTI 11%,
down, & years...ease purchase of beau-
tiful Condominlum home facing ‘wood-
od ravine. includes fireplace, 3 bed-
rooms, privacy deck. 628-9100 $73,000

herlain

"REALTORS'

C

decor,
energy efficient
more, Assumel 626-8100 $68,500

$20,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION| All the extras
Includ Custom wood bi neu-
tral carpeting, free standing wood
burning stove - extra Insulation...plus
LAKE PRIVILEGES] 851-8100 $64,200

TOP QUALITY BIRMINGHAM Colonial
priced below market! Custom foatures
throughout Including Cathedra! celling,
panelled library, plus § bedrooms. Land
Contract negotiable, 646-6000
$123,500

PROFESSIONALLY LANDSCAPED
Bloomfleld Hllis Colonial features all-
naw kitchen, over-sized rec room ener-
gy saving insulation, low malntenance
aluminum trim. 4 bedrooms, 2% baths,
626-9100 $97,900

v ] 2
GREEN LAKEFRONT! Private setting
frames fun-filled lakefront home with
Contemporary flalr, OPEN SUN. 2-5:
6353 Northshore, take Commerce to
Hiller to Wlllow. 851-8100 $129,000

CHARMING WEST BLOOMFIELD loca-
tlon with mature trees and open lot
frames attractive Ranch desligned for
entertaining. Brick patle surrounds
fenced pool area. TERMS. 626-9100
$89,800

PRIME DOWNTOWN Farmington area
features unusual ranch with vaulted
celling, country kitchen, malntenance
free extoerlor, move-In condition.
626-9100 $67,000

@ BIRMINGHAM
" 546-6000
® FARMINGTON HILLS-

FRANKLIN .
-626-9100

® TROY
689-8900

LOVELY PRIVATE SETTING finds ex-
cellent Bloomtield Hills Colonlal with 4
bedrooms, 2% baths, newer decor with
neutral carpeting, first floor laundry,
Immediate occupancy. 626-9100
$89,900

CHARMING SOUTHFIELD Colonial In
mint condition teatures full brick fire-
place with ralsed hearth, custom
drapes, central alr, quality throughout,
TERMS, 626-8100 $69,900 R
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MFIELDHILLS @ WEST BLOOMFIELD
647-5100

851-8100

® ROCHESTER
651-8850

[




