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Farmington, Michigan

Law eramps
developers’
innovations

By Joanne Maliszewskl
atalf writsr

with the regulation's size and architec-
tural

Farmington Hllls devcloper and for.
mer bullder Frank Winton says the
city's new downsizing ordinance will
prevent innovatlon in the bujlding in-
dustry,

“The ordinance prevents the use of
new designs, new concepts and new
materlals,” sald Winton, an executive
board member and former vice presi.
dent of the Builders Assoclation of
Southeastern Michigan.

“We cannot be innovative because of
this ordinance.” |

The assoclation represents 1,300
builders and developers.

Under the new single family con.
struction review ordinance, adopted
Aug. 15 by the Farmington Hills City
Council, a bullder’s plans for a new sin-
gle-family bouse may be nixed If cer-
tain deslgn and size standards are not
met.

The new houslng regulations are ex-
pected to case homeowners' worries
about downsixing = bullding smaller
houses of lesser quality in unfiniahed
subdivislons having larger, moro ex-
penzive homes. - o

But builders will be restricted to
bullding homes that are compatible in
size, design and type of malerials used
with existing homes in the neighbor-
hood.

“If all the houses were brick next
door (to the new house under construc-
tion) and close by, and we wanted to
put up wood salding, there may be a
question that that would net be al.
lowed," Winton sald. “And wood alding
1s more expensive than brick,

“We can't build something that Is not
exactly the same, yet we are stopped
from anything too dissimllar.”

According to the ordinance, a build-
Ing permit, which will cost a bullder
$40, will not be lssued for a single fam-
Hy house unless the clty’s deslgnated
bullding review officer the

That means & new house must be at
least 75 percent of the floor area of
homes within 750 feet (in all directions)
of the new house. Put another way, the
new bouse can only be 25 percent

-smaller than nearby homes.

‘This requirement places a burden on
builders, Winton said,

Before applying for a building per-
mit, he said, a bullder must assess the
square footage average of all homes
withln the 750 foat llmit,

“He (the bullder) may not have ac-
cess to those homes 80 he'll have to go
to the (city) assessor's office and get
the tax bills,” he sald.

Although getting the tax bills Is a
simple task, Winton said, the burden
becomes greater because the builder
most Mkely will have to ‘revamp his
origlnal concept to satlsfy the require-
ments of the ordinance.”

For example, if the average square
{ootage of homes within 750 feet of the

proposed house i3 8,000 square f
then the hullder has to hl.lpl::
36 the new house Is no leas than 2,250

square feet, 5

The straw bresking the builder’a
back, Winton sald, s that a builder, af-
ter pi property from a de-
veloper and designing the homes he
wishes to build, is never assured of
being lasued a building permit.

The bullder, be said, sticks his neck
out flnanclally by buylng property he’s
Dot sure he can use.

“There aren't too many developers

-who want'to sell (a builder) property on
.an ‘Lf basts,” Winton said.

“As a developer, I doubt I would go
into a community where they have

'such an ordlnance,” he sald, adding

that he would be stuck with inventory
because builders would be hampered
from bullding affordable homes,

The three other major requirements
under the new ordlnance require that:

proposed home would be in compliance
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Falcons, sweats gl

for the Far

High

that have taken place over the summer includ-

practice ae area high school atheletes gear up
for the start of another football ssason. Begin-
ning Monday, Farmington Observer sports edi-
tor Chrls McCosky will filt you in on the changes

ing new

g P

last year.

at Far and North Farm-

ington High plus Harrison High's strategy for de-
tending the Class A champlonship that they won

are eyed

for cable

D; g of g a
show Is one thing. Making the dream
cor:c true is easler to talk about than
todo.

So a 10-member public access cable
tetevislon committee — an arm of the
tri-city Southestern Oakland Cable
Commission — has scheduled two
meetings that will address religlous
and educational programming over the
15 public access channels available
through the MetroVlsion cable firm,

“We're dotng it in phases so we can
dea) with the bulk (of residents and in-
terest groups wanting to produce tele-
vision shows)," said Lark Samouellan,
who represents Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills and Novi as exeuctive direc-
tor of the SWOCC.

THE FIRST EDUCATIONAL cable
access advisory committee will meet
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13, at the Oak-
land Community College (OCC) New
Theatre, The first religious cable ace,
.cess advisory committee will meet at:

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 14, at the ~
Faith Coramualty. United Presbyterian:
Church on 10 Mile'In Novi. o

At both meetings, the two advisory

committees will ‘be formed, with ap:

later to by

“the larger citizen public access group.

A minimum of three members is re-

quired for an advisory committee to be
legitimate, Samouellan sald.

The committees will decide how they
will be organired, what types of pro-
gramming and equipment could be
used, Samouelfan said.

of handllng
ideas, she sald the advisory commlttees
“are not there to discriminate or make
Jjudgments.”

INSTEAD, THE ADVISORY com-
mittees, starting with the reilglous and
ones, will r for
specifle programming, equipment
needs and money to the cltlzen publle
access commilttce. That committee
then s responsible for coordinating the
use of the publlc access channels.

Ploase turn to Page 4

Educators struggle in wake of vanishing state aid

By Tim Richard
stat writer

Like a faithful bascball fan, Qakland
University President Joseph Cham-
pagne Is waiting "til next year.

That's when Gov, James J, Blane-
hard submits his budget for fiscal 1985
to the Michlgan Legislature,

“We've had two executlve-order
cuts,” sald Champagpe, referring to fls-
<al 1983. He wants to see Y the reces-
slon-caused cuts are restored,

With the university presidents lead-
Ing a supportive committee, Blanchard
won an increase In the state personal
income tax this spring, and now the
universities want more state support,

“The governor told us, ‘T'll give you
some of what you want — not all you
want. I will not give you a cut,” * Cham-
pagne said. “When they’re restored —
thereln i the true test.”

THE resident sees

YEAR p
the state atill lagging In its support of
QU, with Its nearly 12,000 students and
400-plus faculty members, desplte the

- 38-percent Increasa In tho lncome tax.
He discuased OU's quality and quantity
in a wide-ranglng Interview in his off-
ce.

“We're spending about $200 less par
student than flve years ago,” Cham-

e e e o ]

pagne said, making an adjustment for
inflation. His calculations go like this:

maln functions: research, teaching and
community service. “Service — that's

e In 1977-78 OU bud $2,621
per student. Currently, it budgets
$3,878, but those are inflated dollars. In
constant dollars, the budget is $2,461
per student — a decline of $200 or 8.8

reent.

® State ald to OU has gone from
$1,734 t0 $2,130 in the same five years.
Adfusted for inflation, state ald has
dropped $1,352 or 22 percent.

What has suffered? Libraries, main-
l.cn:dnce and equipment, Champagne re-

1F THE BUDGET is down 8.8 per- .

cent and atate ald is down 22 percent,
what prevented an unbalanced budget?

Student tuition has been the answer.,
“Tuition has gone up 80 percent In four
yudra, 100 percent in five years,” he
sald.

“As a percentage of our operaling
budget, tuitlon rese from 27 or 28
cent of the total in 1977-78 to 40 per-
eem) for 1983-84 (the current flscal

year).
Like other universities, OU s looking
to Industry as a sourca of both students
and operating support, training em-
plahyeu with companles picking up the
tab,
He sees univeraities as baving three

my ot " sald Ch 45,
an industrial psychologist who headed
Houston's communlty college system
before the OU board picked him {rom a
field of 280 candidates,

“WE'RE DEVELOPING a new role
In society. We are educational en-
treprencurs, looking for markets that
were out there but which we didn't
serve before,” ho sald.

Champagne visualizes a high tech-
nology park around OU. “We have a lot
of land around here. Qur purpose s to
create an -economic environment
around us that is so healthy I can look
to the future with confidence.”

Last week the board of trustees au-
thorized Champagne to prepare for a
major fund ralsing campaign through

WITH SUCH emphasis on technical

25 years, It must gencrate addltional
rivate fitis to
the margin of excellence it Is secking,”

he said.

SOME PROGRAMS have beeti cut,
others expanded, slnce Champagne
came on board early In 1981,

Cut or due to be recommended for
cuts arc a master's degree program in
psychalogy, a specialist in secondary
education and a major in performing
arts (minors have been retained), Per-
forming Arts has lost its status as a
separate school and has been placed
under the College of Arts and Sclences.

Englneering, computer sclences,
business adminlstration and the health
sejences have been d

skills, Ch 1s secking to make
good on another role which universities
have played since the days of Socrates
~— cthics. He secs it as a particular
need since the Watergate seandal in the
White House demonstrated the nced for
ethleal thinking as well as mere technl-
cal competence.

QU this year Is jntroducing a new 36-
hour requirement for all graduates — a
general educational core emphasizing
science, math, ethics and eventually
some computer literacy.

“I was alming for 40 hours,” Cham-
pagne smiled.

Nevertheless, he 7.cls he has made -
good on his inavgural pledge in which |
he talked about a “fundamental base™ '
of knowledge with Its core in “the llber- _
al arts, sciences and humanities,”

“Many belleve that no undergraduate
degree should be awarded a student
who has not had formal exposure to -
these classical areas of enduring im-
}mcl on the young mind,” he sald, add- .

ing: N

“A sense of human dignity and worth
must be an essential ingredient of the
undergraduate currieulum If our
emerging leadershlp is to avold the
Watergates of the future, both in gov-
ernment and in business.”

“We've had to cap off enrollment in
engincering because the demand ex-
ceeded our financlal ability to develop

the Oakland U No
goal has been set yet.

“As the unlversity enters its second

what’s inside

new and hire
faculty,” sald Champagne. “And we

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
STATE APPROPRIATION
PER STUDENT

have begun to ralse our of
admlsston.”

Mtm—

Amussments . . . Sectlon B
Businesa . . . . .SectlonC
Classlfied. . . SectlonD,E

S=>
CIRIEANTIVS,

LEGEND
7 Jrean— R

-Wmlmmmn

e

%Z.
Z-
ClubCireult. . . . .. . 4B e A
Ol'al qual'l’el Community Calendar . . 3B REAL ESTATE SECTION * é
s TeRtves dmath, Creative Living . . SectionE %
Although many MPMH do not like 'm,‘;',;"o‘,,.f"' o u1 question is: Crossword Puzzle 17E é
{discussing death, especially their own, ] Quarrel question is: e OMPLETE fox
mortlclais believe 1t is iporcant t; HOW I3 TIE SUBJECT OF DEATH Editorlals. . . . . .. .14A V°URA§EAME$;’+?ET° : Z ‘
elr fears by ng HANDLED IN YOUR TFAMILY? Obltuarles . ... ... 8A INTODAYS EDITION OF THE TTe TET T wem W ek
what is involved when a person dies, %go{%nﬁ,mm“mws Recraation News . . . .11A OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC
a0 directors, however, say that | o o thls suestios, cail the Sectlon C NEWSPAPERS State sppropriations to Oakiand University have falled to keep

Sports . . ... .
leaming shost (e bsial proces, - Farmingion Observer at 477848, You Suburban LifeSection 8
u embalming, body pre) on, Ve un! .. ay to answer,
selecting a casket and rnnmlmumw To learn your 3 bors’ opinlons, read %
may make it easler for the survivors t¢ Monday's Farmington Observer, ed for In the Detrolt consumer price index,
- N L i . ]
e Y a v t L 0 I

pace with Inflation, according to this chart prepared with OU fig-
ures. It shows actual approp per i from
$1,734 to $2,130 over six years, but actually declined when adjust-
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