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Caskets and embalmling are subjects
which most persons would rather avold
talking about, but-funerals and body
preparation are important for families
to understand in accepting a relative’s
death, according to two local funeral
directors,

“I feel It's important that the famlly
views the body, but cach case Is differ-
ent,”” says Bob Rock, dlrector and
owner of the Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home In Farmington. “It helps people
psychologleally with accepting death.
Because it ends a lot of questlons, like
what the person looked like, and seelng
helps the person with the sadneas,”

The average cost of a funeral is be-
tween $2,500 and $3,500, according to
David McCabe, owner of McCabe Fu-

neral Home in Farmington Hiils, But'

Morticians talk
about the reality
‘of death and burial

the arrangements could go as high as
$20,000, depending on the type of cask-
et. Among the options offered families
are various kinds of wood or metal
caskets, and dlfferent types of vaults,

."No one has ever been turned down
for lack of funds,” McCabe said.

A vault, which Is-a concrete contain-
er that the casket Is put into before it is
placed in the ground, is required by the
cemetery because it supports the dirt
around the casket that erodes with
time, McCabe said,

An important factor In the funeral
process is embalming. Contrary to pop-
ular misconception the procedure ksn't
mandated by state law.

THE EMBALMING Involves remov-
ing all the blood from the body and in-
Jecting preservative and disinfective
flulds. Formaldehyde and other germl-

+ cidal and wetting agents are injected in

a neck artery. A draining tube is Insert-
ed in the jugular veln. A machine,
which pulsates in a similar fashlon to
the heart, causes pressure that forces
the blood out of the body.

The blood flows into a drain that
dlspenses It nto the sewer system.
H'.;;vever, a disinfectant is added, Rock
said.

By embalming, you're trying to pre-
serve what the people looked ilke just
before they died, so it's not a compli-
ment when someone says,'They look
Hklt; they did 20 years ago,’ " McCabe
sald,

The director of the funeral home,
who Is licensed by the state and must
graduate in mortuary sclence from an
accredited college, is tralned to em-
balm bodles. The preparatlon process,

th of

Sue Gray, a secretary at Thayer-Rock Funera! Home,

White many persons belleve em-
balming to be a gruesome process,
Rock and McCabe disagree, saying it Is
simply part of thelr profession.

“I WOULD assume It would be the
same type of mind set that'a surgeon
would have, because you're operating
on a human body, except that the body
is dead,” McCabe said. “The instru-
ments are the same used in surgery.

It the embalming is done wrong, it's
like a broken spoke in a wheel,”
McCabe sald, “But, it's not that big a
part of the whole plcture of all the ar-

©
and embalming, can take up to two-
and-a-half hours to perform.

The organs are left,In the body, but
the excess moisture i3 sometimes re-
moved,

Dye is added to give calor back to
the tissue, but most often ¢osmetics
also are used. The embalming fluld of-
ten plumps the tissues. In some cases
the cmbalmer has to “sculpture” dis-
figured faclgl features.

“In embalming, preservation lsn't as

McCabe and Rock both sald the em-
balmer usually prepares the men's
hair, but hire professlonal beautlclans
{or the women.

Rock said that if the person lsn't em-
balmed or cremated the body has to be
buried within 48 hours after death, ac-
cording to state law,

Mere people than ever before are
opting for cremations which is done in

it

that have a
13 against the law for a funeral home to

David McCabe

+the body can be viewed at a poblic fu-
neral,” Rock sald.
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‘memory lane

Memories, memories . . . have we got the
memories. And we'd like to share them with
you. Using local newspaper files, we're dishing
up generous slices of life in the Farmington
area from 40, 30, 20 and 10 years ago.

AUGUST 26, 1943

GEORGE A. DONDERO, US. Congressman
from the 17th District, was to speak at an upcoming
Kiwanis Club meeting in the Community Hall of the
Methodist Church in Farmington. Dondero was to
have talked on "An Appralsal of the War Today.”

ROBERT HUTTON, Farmington High School's
football coach, announced that practice would be-
gln Sept. 1. The 1943 team had 14 returaing letter-
men and planned a seven-game schedule.

A MICHIGAN BELL Telcphone ad read: “When
the long-distance operator says 'Please limlt your
call to five minutes,’ there's a good reason why! She
knows the linc is heavily loaded and other calls are
waiting.

PROPERTY FOR SALE was listed In a classi-
ficd: “Twelve Mile Road, two acres, roiling cleva-
tlon, strawberry and raspberry bushes, slx-room
house, good condition. $3,300 cash.

AUGUST 27, 1953

BIDS ARE BEING sccured for the extension of
Osmus Street from Junctlon south to the new West-
brook Elementary School, according to Farmington
‘Township Supervisor Ernest Blanchard, Westbrook,
part of the Clarenceville school district, was not
ready for use by Sept. 10, the first day of classes.

AN EDITORIAL stated a case for more police
officers In Farmington Township. “Addltional po-
Nce p aals an i
necessity, Growth in population, Increase in totat
property value and emphasis on more strict law
enforcement demands more policemen. .

“This Is not just another scheme to spend tax
dollars but rather an altempt to provide badly

. needed service. At the present time, the townshlp
has one police officer for an estimated 15,000 popu-
lation.”

CLASSIFIED AD read: “Found — Hound, ownet
must identlfy, pay for ad and keep. 36855 Grand
Rlver. T

AN ADVERTISEMENT for Farmington Clean-

ors read: “Teach your children the right way while -

\

1 ° t . ‘

they're young! Teach them good grooming by insist-
ing that their clothes be kept in top shape by us,”

AUGUST 29, 1963

NORTH FARMINGTON High School will start
printlng Its own student newspaper this fall. Type
will be set by the Farmington Enterprise but the
actual printing wil! be done by the students at the
school. An expenditure of $575 for a small printing
press was approved at a recent board of education
meetlng.

SCHOOL BELLS will be calllng 16,500 Farming-
ton arca boys and girls back to thelr classrooms for
another school year. The Farmington area Includes |

. two public and two parochial systems, but the bulk

of enrollment will be in the Farmington Public
Schools where 11,500 students are expected.

THE FARMINGTON Blke Shop on Orchard Lake
Road advertised a 26-Inch, fully assembled Rollfast
bicycle for $29.95.

FEATURES AT the Civic Theater in downtown
Farmington: “King Kong vs. Godzilla"” and *Duel of
the Titans.”

AUGUST 25, 1973

FARMINGTOM WAS a wclcome sight after a
1,400-mile bicyele trip by Joe Hansen, Steve Chaba-
la, Terry Crawford and Richard Lilley. All are
scnlors at Farmington High School. Their trip near-
ly enclreled Lake Michigan.

FARMINGTON’S SCHOOL Board sct the 1973
74 millage rate at 37.53, an increase of 0.7 mills
over last year. .

- DECREASES IN serious crime during July was
reported by the Farmington Police Department.
Serious crimes (including burglary, robbery and
larceny) dropped 15 percent. However, narcotics
violations and drunk driving jumped dramatically,
Narcoties viclations nearly doubled, from 31 to 60,
Drunk driving jumped from 87 to 104,

“NIGHT WATCH," the attraction at the Old Or-
chard 1 Theater In Farmington Hills, was reviewed
in a local newspaper.

“Ellzabeth Taylor . , . has agaln proved that she
is'a versatile and genuinely talented actress . , .
Though not of the Oscar award caliber, this movie
is worth sceing In light of Miss Taylor's perform-
ance.”
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