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Tax-free money
is on horizon
for new stores

By Joanne Maliszewek|
staff writer

Weatherford-Walker developers
have asked Farmington's new Econom-
fe Development Corporation (EDC) for
$4.8 million in tax-exempt bonds to
help finance a small shopping center.

The shopping ceater would allow the
Farmer Jack supermarket to move
from dawntown Farmington to the cor-
ner of Nine Mlle and Farmington
roads,

Farmington's newly appointed EDC
board recently approved the request,
The Farmington City Council now will
be asked to approve the project plan
and appolnt two additional directors to
the EDC. The new dlrectors would rep-
resent residents near the proj
shopplng center and the business com-
munity, sald clty manager Robert
Deadman, EDC secretary.

Designed under state law to stimu.
late economic growth, Farmington's
EDC may issue bonds o finance or re-
finance the cost of or [o-

review developer's proposals for fl.
nancing.

THE LONG-DEBATED shopping
center on the sautheast corner of Nine
Mile and Farmington roads is the first
— and 50 far only ~ project awaiting
EDC finoneing.

The new center would be dominated
by a 41,000-square-foot Farmer Jack
supermarket and a Perry Drug Store,
Originally, plans called for the super.
market, plus 10 retall stores and a res-
taurant. But the city’s planning com-
mission changed the shopping center’s
slte plan to include the large dlscount
drug stere chaln,

Although the fate of the 20,000
square-foot downtown Farmer Jack on
Farmington and State roads [s still un-
known, city officlals have indicated
that the store could be renovated for
other stores, thus keeping the down-
town competitive with surrounding
cammunities.

With an EDC, a devcloper can
{inance projects, Including building and

dustrial projects. The EDC's task is to
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staff writor .
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Going in style

The Farmington High School Class of 1984 took the tong way to
schoal yesterday. Twanty-four students Plled Into four ()
that took them on a two-hour drive before the start of school. One.

of the objectives

of the n'l‘nlorcade was a trip to rival North and
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than it sounds.

It may grow cysts on the heads of
amall children,

It is blamed for headaches and respi-
ratory problems. It allegedly scars
bronchlal tubes,

It has turned hundreds of home pur-
chases — maybe thousands — from the
culmination of a dream into the fulmi.
hation of a nightmare.

It lurks in possibly 500,000 homes na-
tlonwide and 70,000 In Michigan, a syn-
thetlc demon made of urine and em.
balming flutd that has become, for

It is urea-formaldehyde foam, and,
exactly two weeks ago today, the feder-
al government agaln made it legal to
sell it as Insulation for homes, . .

But many belteve the foam won't at-
tract homeowners in the future,

“Urea formaldehyde, at least as a
home Installation, is a dead produet,”
said Susan Carlson, a former Troy resi-
dent who [s founder and president of
Cltizens Engaged in the Removal of
Toxic Substances (CERTS).

“I mean; after all the problems and
all the attention, who's going to buy #t?

For new lighting
Residents take cause to city hall

By Joanne Mallszewaki
statf writer

have Detroit Edison install 16 new
high-pressure sodlum lights on both

1f you are planning to fight city hall,

sldes of Farml Road, near the
subdivision, Since the border between

flrst talk to
Homeowners - Assoclation secretary
Jeannie Liming. She can shed some
light on the subject,

- For example, concerned for the safe-
ty of the nelghborhoods' children,
pedestrians and bicyelists, the home-
owners assoclation 10 months ago de-
cided It was time to ask Farmington
City Council for some street lights to
brighten the ent of the sub

and the Hills Mes down the
middle of Farmington Road, both citles
had to approve the request. The lights
will cost each clty about $400 a month.

“I'm really amazed that two citles
could get it done as fast as they have,”
Liming sald about the final approval
last week for the new lights,

 But she is convinced that as badly as

along Farmington Road, between Eight
and Nine Mlle.

After a 10 month walt, the homeown.
crs were recently informed that both
Farmington and Farmington Hills will

wanted the lights, the fi-
nal nod of approval would have taken
much longer if residents had blown
their fuses walting for both citles and
Detrolt Edison to work out agreements
for the new decorative lights. i

lobby is very
strong.”

* Carlson, who began CERTS In Janu-
“ary, clalms more than 1,000

ainst-’

worse for the children.
“All the chlldren had tremendous
medical problems ~ nausen, hlves, up-

275 of them In Oakland County. “And
we sign up more evgry day,” she sald.

CARLSON'S CONTACT with urca-
formaldehyde foam began 2% years
ago when she, her, husband and’ four
children moved into thelr new home,
which they'd purchased on a land con-
tract. It already had the foam when
they moved in. .

Soon, everyone in the family was
having respiratery problems. It was

INSTEAD, A little professlonalism,
patience and cool tempers go a long
way In getting what you want, accord-
ing to Liming. Her husband, Dave, the
association’s governmental affalrs
chalrman, took the lead in writing to
Farmington City Manager Robert
Deadman requesting the street lights,

"“You have to realize they have a sys-
tem,” Liming sald, about local clty
government, “If you want something
you have to go through the proper
channels."

And offlcials In both Farmington and
Farmington Hills won’t argue with
that.

“There arc certain things that are
done," Deadman said.“Farmington does
light the major arteries and Farming-
ton Hills doesn't.”

per resp Yy infection,” exp
Carlson. Jeffrey, now 16, suffercd what
doctors say may.be permanent bron-
chlal tube damage; Jennifer, now 15,
suffers from asthma; the ugly cyst on
Joey's head cleared up only after the
{amily left the house.

“They'd never had any problems be-
fore we moved into the house,” said
Carlson. “Joey (now 11) grew the cyst.
He had It for seven months, and it was
gone less than a month after we
moved.”

“It's been a long process primarily
because Farmington Hills docsn’t have
a great deal of strect lghting,” Dead-
man added.

But finally both Farmington Mayor
Alton Bennett and Farmington Hills
Moyor Fred Hughes got together and
decided to move ahcad with the re-
quested lights,

And because Farmington alrendy ¢
has {nstalled sodlum lghts along Grand
River, Farmingten Hills has also
agreed to install another flve fixtures
on the south side of the road, between
Hawthorne and Lilac streets,

“It does ahow a decent relationship,”
Deadman said, referring to the two cit-
{es working together with Detrolt Edl-
sor,
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_oral quarrel

WaszJe_agaIi too soft

on Soviets over jet?

Korean airliner with 268 people

aboard. . .
* _ Today's Oral Quarrel question are: ™ .

DID ] REAGAN CRACK

a

DOWN HARD ENOUGH ON THE $0-
VIET UNION? HOW WOULD YOU
HAVE HANDLED THE SITUATION?

“To respond to these questions, calt
the Obaerver at 477-5498,

nelghbors’ opinions, read
Mandny‘lyg:rmnnglm Obsarver.
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un

rtments, con.
ere’s a ?llce that
igned and bullt just for

ormaldehyde

The Carisons tried to self their house,

but found that because It had urea-
foam Insulation, It was Impossible to
sell. Unable to continue living ‘in the
‘Troy house, they let the house revert on
the land contract to its original owner
and moved out last September, They
now rent.

“We lost our entire investment,” sald
Carlson, "About $20,000.”

* DAN MOONAN has made a lucra-
tive Mving lately, thanks to urea-for-
maldchyde foam. He awns All Polntes
Construction Company, Detrolt, and
guesses hie has removed the foam from
48-52 homes in the last couple of years
— at an average of $5,000 for a brick
house and $3,000 for wood or alumi.
num,

“It’s cat urine and embalming fluld,
and that's what it smells like. It stinks,*
said Moonan of the foam. “The stuff
was real big In '78-79-80, during the en-
ergy crisis. But s bad stuff. It hard-
ens too quick (after being blown Into
the walls of the house), it doesn't get to
all the cavities and then it shrinks so
damn much.

“Not only that, but a lot of them (in-
stallers of foam) did such a sloppy fob.

N

And not just small companies. I'm talk-
ing big companles, suecessful compa-
nles,” Moonan sald. “You should see the
house we’re working on, now. It was in-
stalled all wrong. They installed it in
the alr space between the bricks and
the sheathlng, instead of the wall cavi.
ty itsclf, where it was supposed to go.”
As a resuilt, the house, In West
Bl required app
$10,000 in repalrs, double the normal
price. Each brick In the house had to be
removed and then relnstalled,

ANOTHER WEST BLOOMFIELD
couple, Mr, and Mrs, Thomas Seel, had
urea-foam Installed in their house in
1976 at the recommendation of Con-
sumers Power, which even recom-
mended the contractor, the Seels said.

“I've always had allergies,” said Mrs.
Seel, “but they grew into asthma. And
my daughter and husband developed
rashes.”

Qver the years, Mrs. Secl said she no-
ticed she felt better when they'd get oot
of the house on vacations, and son Tom
found his allergles improving when he
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Shpiece appointed
policy deputy

State Licensing and Regulation DI-
rector Ellzabeth P. Howe has an-
nounced that Michael R. Shplece, 28, of
Farmingten Hills bas been appoluted
as her director for pollcy development.

Shpiece Is presently working toward
a law degree at the University of Mich.
igan, having comptleted a summer asso-
‘clateship with the Detrolt law firm of
Honligman, Mlller, Schwartz and Cohn..
Among his responsibilities wiil be liai-
300 duties with the Michigan Insurance
Bureau, a part of the Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

He was formerly a policy analyst for
Insurance Commissioner Nancy A.
Baerwaldt and committee administra-
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And we have It. Every Thursday
In our Creative Living Real
Eatate Section. You're aure to
tind what you're lmllnﬁlor
advert! by qualified Realtors.

tor for the 's Joint
Legislative Committee on Aging,
where be helped develop Blue Cross-
Blue Shield and nursing home reform
legislation,

He previously served House Majority
Leader Joseph Forbes as legislative as-

- slstant from 1976-77 and more recently

served the United Auto Workers' Com-

. munity Action Program (UAW-CAP) as

a legislative consultant,
A past president of the Farmington
Board of Educatl

e ls a
for a master of public adminiatration

degree from Wayne State University,
speclallzing In gerontology; has done
graduate work in economics at the Unf-
versity of Michigan; and has a bache-
lor’s degree from Wayne State Mon-
teith College, where he specialized in
political sclence, survey research and
public adminlstration,




