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How to help
your child
succeed in

high school

without

becoming

PTA president

Editor’s note: Mary Brown, who
has taught high school classes for
the past 15 years, experiences a
perennial eagerness to “start fresh”
every September, With the belicf
that many students and parents
Jeel the same way, she passes along
suggestions that can be used to
guide students through the next
year of school.

By Mary Brown
speclal writer

It's hard to believe that within a
wecek we'll be trading watermelons for
pumpkins and lemonade for elder.
Beach bags wlll surrender to shiny new
lunch buckets, and mothers no longer
wlill have to cope with the plaintlve
walls of “What can we do now?”

Instead, parental thoughts will turn
to the beginning of the school year, and
their concerns wllt veer away from
subjects like water safety and toward
issues Mke academlc achievement.

Somehaw, knowling how to help your
child succeed In clementary school
wasn't too difficult, Everyone knew

t

It's not 30 easy once the child reach-
es high school, hawever. Teen-agers
tend to respond in menosyllables when
asked about school, and many a parent
has accepted the assurances of his child
only to be shocked and dlsappointed
when a mediocre or downright horrible
report card appears,

Coming up, therefore, are a number
of ideas the concerned parent can use
to help his youngster really benefit
from the high school experience. The

. suggestlons are casy to folow and not

especlally time-consuming and may
help any parent to gulde his ehlld In
making the most of thase cruclal high
sehool years,

EXAMINE THE CURRICULUM

A majerity of high schools offer at
least some flexibllity In the courses a
student may choose, The wide variety
can be enriching, but also very confus-
ing to student and parent allke.

Would Shakespeare or Current Histo-
Ty be the best cholce? What's the dif-
ference between Reading Technlques
and Reading Skilis?

A curriculum guide lists courses and

on regularly
.homework time, conscientious atten-
T .

gives an of the course con.
tent and prerequisites and usually is

dance at parent-t
and occasional stints as room mother
were all helpful strategies.

easily
Read course descriptions carefully;
titles can be confusing. A course in
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American Culture, for example, may
sound llke a humanities course, but
may really be a course for slow
learners whlch explores pop culture,

Try to determine the difficulty of the
course, 5o that your child is placed ac-
cording to his abilities. Discuss your
child’s goals and plan a pregram with
the whole eurriculum in mind.

UTILIZE COUNSELORS
A 10-minute phone call once a se-
mester to your child's can
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spring to investigate the world thelr
children inhabit 160 days a year.

Your attendance at open house says
to the most rebellious teen-ager that
you do care, Even medlocre students
are pleased that thelr parents are in-
terested in thelr lives, and most are ea-
ger to hear thelr parents’ impressions
of thelr teachers,

It's fun to compare notes about Mr.
Johnson's pendulous ear lobes or Mrs.
Jones' nervous twitch, but, more im-

provide you with answers to some very
important questions,

For Instance, what college entrance
tests will be glven in the followlng

months? What are the graduatlon re- .

quirements for this particular high
schoal? How should PSAT scores be In-
terpreted? How will your child’s grades
as a freshman and sophomore affect
hls college admissions applications?
Which teachers are especially good in a
partleular area?

In additlon, many counseling depart-
ments regularly publish helpful
newsletters which bear careful read.
ing.

ATTEND OPEN HOUSE
Thls one seems obvious, but it's sur-
prising how many parents don't take
those one or two evenlngs each fall or

VYogelheim takes ‘blue ribbon

Donna Vogelhelm, a Farmington
Hills resident and member of Farming-
ton Artlsts Club, took the blue ribbon in
the watercolor division of the flne arts

y Ml

State Fair.

Flve judges chose “Harbor Springs
Dock” as the first-place winner, which
was announced during the openlng re-
ception of tha falr's arts exhibition.

Watercolor is the artlst's forte. She
palnts realism characterized by con.
‘trasting rich color.

Vogelhelm was trained as a biologist,
and her early interest in blology is re-
flected in the organie subject matter of
her paintings.,

Slnce returning to palnting she has
amassed a host of awards,

Most recently her palntirgs have

accepted in the 1983 Salamungun.
di Club Exhibitlon, New York's oldest
artists club, -~

She was commissloned to do (he
palnting for the 1983 “April in Paris"
charity ball, glven annually.to benefit
the Lycee International, and co-spon-
sored by Southfield Commission for the
Arts. At that event, a lithograph of the
original painting was given to each of
the 760 guests,

Currently her'work can be viewed In
the Rental Galiery of the Detrolt Insti-
tute of Arts; Act Alcove, 33305 Grand
River; and Pictures Galore & More on
the southwest corner of Grand Rliver
and Farmington Road. 7

open house glves
you a better ldea of what's going on
during those hours your child is away
at school. You find out precisely what
your child Is studying and mcet the per-
sons who influence him each day.

Knowing your chlld's teacher also
gives you an advantage should there be
a problem. You've already met cach
other on neutral ground, and this for-
mer pleasant introduction will help In
any more tense situation.

BE AWARE OF POLICIES

The scam is famillar to any high
school teacher, Progress reports and
report cards are malled home but are
never seen by parental eyes because
enterprising teens have removed them
from the mailbox long before parents
arrive home.

Know in advance when report cards
are distributed, when mid-marking re-
ports are mailed home, and watch for
them. If you do get a communleatlon,
always call immediately. Prolonged
hesitation may mean that It's too late

- in the marking period to remedy the

problem.

And If your halter-clad 15-year old
sets off for school barefoat, know what
to say.

Be aware of dress codes, procedures
for droppling and adding classes, and
disciplinary approaches, before the
fact, Most school rules are clearly out-
lined In materials sent to the parent be-
fore schoal opens each fall.

Take 10 minutes to go over them
with your teen. It will be time well
spent. . '

BE STRICT ABOUT ATTENDANCE

It's a wohderfully bright, blustery
weckend in early Jamuary, and the
slopes of Upper Michigan beckon invit-
ingly In your imagination, but answer-
ing thelr call involves taking an extra
day on the weekend.

There's nothing innately wrong with
missing school one Friday because the
family iy golng up north for a mini-holl-
day, but frequent absences for similar
reasons lead to a very casual attitude
about attendance,

Bo somewhat sticky about allowlng
your child to be absent for non-medical
reasons. Accumulated absences mean
missed lectures and assignments, and
school quickly plummets on the list of
priorities for the young soclallte.

Hours which are not spent In class
are hours spent elsewhere, away from
adult supervision and outside of your
knowledge. In general, become famil.
lar with school attendance require-
ments and follow them to the letter.

LEARN TO DI

for tunnel vi-

EAL ULLY
WITH TEACHERS
mThe days of the straight-laced school
marm, complete with glasses and gray-
ing bun, are long dead. Today’s teach-
ers range from rather hip ex-Earth
children to conservatlye business types.

It's rcally best te approach your
child's teacher as the qualifled, compe-
tent professional he js, rather than as
an infallible god or highly pald baby
sltter. The large majority of teachers
are reasopable human beings who truly
have your child’s best interests. at
heart.

When you have a questlon or com-
plaint to volee to an instructor, a threat
to call the school board usually won't
work; most teachers won't be the
slightest bit intimldated and stmply
will regard you as a crackpat.

Also, don't automatically regard
yaur chlld's version of an incldent as
necessarily aceurate In all regards. Ad-

are
sion. Ask, Instead, for the teacher to ex-
plain his grading criteria before you
challenge a grade; Tequest that he de-
scribe a disturbing incident in full be-
fore you point an accusing, defenslve
finger.

Almost always youw'll find that you
and the tcacher are closer than you
think ln your standards and goals.

If, on the other hand, after scveral
incidents you're beginning to feel that
your child's teacher is indeed incom-
petent or unfair, don’t be too hesitant
about discussing the problem with a de-
partment chalrman or administrator,

School principals want happy par-
ents, and the adage about the squeaky
wheel is as true In education as clsc-
where.

Before seeing or phoning an adminis-
trator, however, accumulate data care-

Please turn to Page 4

Ward Presbyterian
opens new branch here

A steering committee from Ward
Presbyterian Church hosts open house
at 3 p.m. Sunday in Grace Chapel, Wil-
Mam Tyndale College, 12 Mile and
Drake roads, to introduce visitors to
the beglnnings of a new branch of the
Livonla-based church.

Because the church has now reached
a membershlp of 4,200, planning and
organizing the opening of a branch for
those living in suburbs north of Livonla
began late in 1982,

The first service scheduled In Grace
Chapel Is sct for Sunday, Oct. 2, The
church’s pastor will be the Rev. Doug-
las Kleln.

This will be the second branch

opened by Ward. Four years ago Trini-
ty Presbyterian Church opened for
those In the Plymouth-Ann Arbor arca
and now has a congregatlon of about
400 members.

A nucleus of 90 members is commilt-
ted to transplanting the church life
they have enjoyed ln Ward to their new
tempoarary locatlon here.

‘They will use the 300-scat chapel, the
classrooms and parking space at the
college until the congregation grows
sufficiently to purchase land to start a
building program.

Dr. Bartlett Hess is senlor pastor at
Ward Chureh, located at Six Mlie and
Farmington Road.

Holy Cross parish opens
its new church Sept. 11

Thyranoixia, the opening day cere-
monles for Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
Church In Farmington Hills, will be
celebrated Sunday, Sept. 11, with splen-
d‘nor. pageantry, praise and thanksgly-

g A

The parish’s permanent church, at
25225 Middlcbelt, was 14 years In the

planning.

His Excellency Bishop Timothy of
Detroit will officlate at the 10:30 a,m.
Sunday services assisted by Father S.J.
Anthony, parish priest of Holy Cross.

The , or morning prayer ser-
vice, will be celebrated in the tempo-
rary church; then altar boys with pro.
cesajonal b candles, exapteryga
and the Cross, the cholr, the clergy and

the congregation will proceed o the en-

trance of the new church.

Before entering the new church, the
services of Aglasmo (holy water) will
be read and the doors of the new
church blessed. The ribbon will be cut,
the doors will be opened and the pro-
cesslon will enter the new church as
the choir chants the Doxology.

About 500 are expected to celebrate
the first Divine Liturgy In the new
church and the opening day luncheon.

The first vespers in the new church
will be celebrated on the eve of the
Feast of Holy Cross, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 13, )

The Feast of the Elevation of Holy
Cross begins at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 14, o




