Workers handicapped plead for transit

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

Since 1973, widow Aretha Banks hag
taken & bus every day from Detrolt to
}.]:djob 2% a domestlc in West Bloom-

Birmingham realdent Mary Serpen.
to, 83, travels dally by bus to ber De.
sl B o, itk » e

use to
bk near public

Because neither can afford a car, bus
cuts designated by the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority
(SEMTA) could mean big problems for

them.
To tell SEMTA directors about thelr
plight, they bused downtown Monday to
nl(cnd a public hearing,

They were jolned by 140 other tri-
county residents — r {0
buy cars or handlmpped nnd unah!e to
dﬂ:e Those wbsn volunteered to talk
spoke against a SEMTA proj to do
away with a $16 million feﬂglut:“l

THE PLAN would climlnate the

train, cut
staff and reduce the number of buses
serving Oakland, Macomb and Wayne
countles.

“We're making cuts with deep regret
because we know the adverse effect

they will have on passengers, our em-
ployees, vendors and the entlre re.
glon,” sald SEMTA general manager
Gary Krause, who fielded questions
during the day-long sesslon. “But we
feel we have no cholce.”

Meeting from 10:35 a.m. to 4:20 p.m,
in Veterans Memorial Bulldlng in De-
trolt, SEMTA officiala heard from &
steady stream of :peatm who rely on
SEMTA for

For some — who nu wheelchal.rx
walkers or canes — public trnmpom‘
tion Is thelr only maobility.

Bus and tratn employees, nepmenf.a-
tives of agencles which depend on
SEMTA service and those concerned
about the future of area translt also at-
tended the hearing.

PLEAS WERE HEARD {rom Inodi-
viduals whose paychecks depend on
public transportation,

word for her Oakland County riders.
&he sald the riders should have more
notice. “You'va done this too fast with.
out eough thought, This time you ha-
}’I;l:,:‘ Kiven the publlc eoough time to
"It you 'Int h et this tfl.nlportl-
tlon thing golng, x ou need to
m‘k}?‘ of l.l:e publlc and ot jnlt nxlng

*“THE CUTS would pose severe hard-
lh.lp on le lke me who can't afford
& car,” sald Serpento, who would have
to walk several blocks from the bus to
her Blrmingham home. “Have you ever
walked a mile In raln or snow?™

Banks sald the bus she takes from
Detrolt to West Bloomfleld 1s filled
with widows and other single beads o!
bouseholds, “If It's elitninal
wouldbeurulhud:hlyonmesep»
ple," she sald.

SOME RIDERS who can afford cars
told SEMTA offictals that buses make
commuting easler and urged that ex
press services like Park and Ride and
the traln from Pontiac to Detrolt be
continued.

“T'm particularly distressed that it
seems all means of geiting to the down-
town area except the Woodward corri-
dor are eliminated,” sald Rochester
resident Gerald Boeberﬂx. who parks
his car in a mall lot and rides down-
town on the 842 Park and Ride,

Others, such as Ed Flelschmann of
Bloomfleld Hllls, prefer the commuter

, The treasurer of Detrolt Renais.
sance sees commuter rall a3 part of a
bnhneed reglonal transportation sys-

'I'o accomplisk anything
quire good faith and a willlngness to
accept change from al! Interested par-
ties,” sald Fleischmann. He suggested
updating traln schedules, closing lght.
Iy used stations, rebullding electrically
heated cars and re-examiniog mainte-
rocedures.

These commuters waiting tor the S8EMTA train wifl have to find
:mw transportation methods If proposed SEMTA cuts go into ef-
ect,

A NUMBER of speakers,
umugh, Joba aren’t the issue. Handicaps
make |t impoasible for them to get any-
where by car.

“You don't care for the poor, the
bandicapped, the middle income — but
we need the transportation. We can’t ba
hibernated,” sald Jennle DiGngorln of

who was appl

bus {rom Pontiac Mall,

In an angry apeech — sshich also was
applauded by onlookers — Detrolter
James Turner said the cuts will Umit
Inner city residents’ access to jobs and
ather opportunities in Lhe suburbs.

“I've lived abroad and lived in third
world nations which have a better
tem than Detroit,”

as she
leaned on a walker to speak. The senlor
citizen travels to downtown Detralt
dally by SEMTA connector and large

syal
said Turer, who teaches robotics at
Qakland Community College's Auburn
Hills campus.

nance p
“There s, of course, no
that the process will succeed, but we
must try, It would be a real and lasting
shame {f we lost the train because at a
crucial point In time we falled to try

NOW YOU CAN HAVE
FOOT COMFORT IN...

Bus driver Lenore Tyler put in 2  hard enough.”
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Our Special Order Service
combines your needs -
and our expert
workmanship

If you’re among
the many men who
find the fit of
a ready-made
garment not
precise enough
-or if you
wish your own
specifications
as to detailing
—our Speeial
Order Service
wil! handsomely
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requirements.
You’ll choose
from over four hundred fabrics, many of which
then specify

are woven exclusively for us ...
variations on our regular models of suits and
sportwear. The clothing is then” made in our
workrooms by our own expert tailors. Consider-
ing the individual attention and results, the

charge is surprisingly moderate.
Suits: $445 to $655 Sportcoats: $320 to $470

Trousers: $120 to $175 Formal Wear: $445 10 $650
Topcoats: $450 1o $855
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Special event:

Grand Opening in
Oakland and
Eastland Malls.

Special attraction:

The Geoffrey
Beene
Collection

Anton’s has two new stores filled with elegant
menswear featuring the very special Geoftrey
Beene Collection of sport coats and suits.
Geoffrey Beene adds his distinctive touch to
classic menswear for a contemporary look, Visit
Anton’s today at any one of nine convenient
locations for a look at the fantastic selection

of Geoffrey Beene menswear.

Shown here: All-wool sport coat in multi-color heather
tweed at $2iD,

ANTONS

The Authority
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