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Christian Church

Conventio

The Livonia Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
will host the spring convention
of the Christian Churches of
the Detroit District Sunday,
May 17. -

An estimated 150 delegates
will meet in the meetinghouse
shared by the Livohia Chris-

500 Days
Judge’s .
Topic

Judge Dunbar Davis of the
Plymouth District Court will
speak on “The First 500 Days
of the District Court™ at the
May 22 meeting of the Grand
River Baptist group of the
Livonia Sentor Citizens.

‘The luncheon meeting begins
at 12 noon in the Grand River
Baptist Fellowship Hall at
34500 Six Mile Road, Livonia.

“The Chapel Trio™ will
provide the music on the pro-
gram, while Rev. Howard
Schoof, assistant pastor of
Covenant Community church,
wilt conduct the devotions.

Reservations must be made
by May 20 by calling the
church office at 261-6950.

n Sunday

tian Church and the Pilgrim
United Church of Christ on
Seven Mile, west of Farming-
ton Road, in Livonia.

THEME OF the meeting is
the proposed Consultation
Church Union (COCU). This is
the proposed merger of nine
Protestant denominations into
a single unit.

Featured speaker will be Dr.
Ralph Osborn, vice president
and dean of the Christian Theo-
togical Seminary in Indianpolis
and a member of the Disciple’s
delegation to COCU.

He will speak at 4 p.m., and

a question and answer period
will follow the talk.
PR

OSBORN knows as much
about the plan as any other
person because he was chair-
man of the editorial committee
which drafted it.

A brief business meeting wilt
be conducted after dinner, and
then the convention will con-
clude with an address by Dr.
Carl G. Howie, pastor of the
Westminster Presbyterian
Church of Detroit and chair-
man of the Detroit COCU
committee. -

This talk is scheduled to be-
gin at 7:15 p.m.

GLEN J.R. ESCHTRUTH, a
United Methodist doctor
who has served in the south-
ern Congo for eight years,
will speak at 7:15 p.m.
day, May 20, in St. Matthew
United Methadist Church,
30900 Six Mile, Livonia.

Do You Like

Barbeque?

The Methodist Men of Lola
Valley United Methodist
Church of Redford Township
will host a barbeque from 4 to
7 p.m. Sunday, May 17.

The church is located at the
corner of Puritan and Dela-
ware.

Carry-outs of complete
meals or just barbequed
chicken will be available, as
well as facilities for eating on
the spot.

Planned S

An ecumenical Pentecost
service, similar to those con-
ducted in the Farmington area
in recent years on Thanksgiv-
ing eve, is scheduled-at 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 17.

Clergy and laymen of Far-
mington area churches will
participate in the service in
Nardin Park United Methodist
Church on 11 Mile Rd. near
Middie Belt.

A combined choir made up
of groups from several
churches will present music
representative of all the de-
nominations participating in
the service.

Directing the combined
group will be Donald Zielinski,
Our Lady of Sorrows choir
director.

The service will be based on
a formula developed by the
Council on Church Union for
use in inter-denominational
worship.

Rev. James P. O'Hagan,
pastor of St. Gerald Catholic
Church and vicar of the Far-
mington-Southfield Vicariate,
explained:

“Pentecost marks the ar-
rival of the Holy Spirit and the
initiation of the spread of
Christianity to all the peoples
of the world. The feast is a
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significant time for the var-
ious Christian denominations
to come together for common
worship.”

Thanksgiving eve ecumeni-
cal services have been at-
tended by overflow crowds in
Farmington in recent years.
Fr. O'Hagan explained that it
is hoped the Pentecost service
will become a traditional ob-
servance in the spring.

Rev.Wolber
Honored
By Parish

St. Genevieve Catholic
parishioners will honor their
pastor, Rev. F.A. Wolber, at a
reception Sunday May 17,
marking his 30th anniversary

as a priest.
A commemorative mass at
12:30 p.m., offered by Fr.

Wolber, will be followed by the
reception in the activities cen-
ter from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

A graduate of Sacred Heart
Seminary High School and
Sacred Heart Seminary Col-
lege, he continued his studies
at Mt. St. Mary Major Semi-
nary in Cincinnati, Ohio.

PR

PASTOR at St. Genevieve
for the past 11 years, Fr. Wol-
ber is credited with the con-
struction of the uitra-modern
church’ on Harrison, east of
Middle Belt in Livonia. Its cir-
cular design is a departure
from traditional Catholic
church architecture.

Remodeling of a portion of
the school building into a
much-needed activities center
and expansion of the rectory
was also accomplished re-
cently under Fr. Wolber's su-
pervision.

A former Army chaplain
who also served another 14
years in the National Guard,
Fr. Walber came to St. Gene-
vieve after assignments at St.
Monica in Detroit, St. Clement
and St. Edward. On _June 29,
1959, he came to St. Gene-
vieve's with its 600 families
and 11 empty acres-and where
church services were being
conducted in a nearby junior
high school.

Today, there are some 1,400
families on the church roster
and a $2.5 million church in the
parish.

Dr. Cohen
Is Series
Speaker

Dr. Bermard M. Cohen of
Terre Haute, Ind. will speak in
the third series “Which Way Is
Progress'’ sponsored by the
North Congregational Church
of Southfield.

‘The session begins at 6 p.m.
Sunday, May 17, in the church
at 26275 Northwestern High-
way, Southfield.

Dr. Cohen is spiritual leader
of the United Hebrew Congre-
gation in Terre Haute and vis-
iting lecturer of history and
Jewish literature at St. Mary
of the Woods College, Ind. He
will become spirituat leader of
the Sinai Temple in Spring-
field, Mass. in July, 1970.

Dr. Cedric V. Fricke, profes-
sor of business administration
at the University of Michigan
Dearborn campus, will moder-
ate the discussion following the
lecture.

Walter Midenar, internation-
ally known sculptor and direc-
tor of Detroit's Art School of
the Society of Arts and Crafts,
will speak in the final program
Sunday, May 24.

37 Confirmed

‘The eighth-grade class of the
Holy Cross Evangelical Lu-
theran Church program will be
confirmed Sunday, May 17,
during the 11 a.m. service.

The church is located at
30650 Six Mile Rd., Livonia.
The 37 students have com-
pleted two years of catechism
study. The group will receive
first communion during a spe-
cial service Sunday, May 24.

===

DR, THELMA JAMES and her favorite literature (Evert photo) *

Dr. James Treats Bible
As Study Of Literature

By MARGARET MILLER
Church Editor

A vast store of knowledge
about the Bible - and countless
other matters - has been co:
ing to the Farmington Co
munity Center each Tuesday
in recent weeks. i

It's brought by Dr. Thelm:
G. James, retired professot o
English at Wayne State Uni:
versity and nationally-known
expert in the fields of folklore
and Bible study.

Dr. James was guest lec:
turer in the center in a six:
week series titled “The Bible
as Literature,” a course she
has been teaching on and of
campus for 40 years now.

IT’S NOT exactly the sam
course that she started teach|
ing at Wayne in 1930, Dr|
James is quick to point out.

““There have been dozens ol
new translations of the Bibl
as @ result of new knowledge,'|
she said, “‘and each of them
increases our understanding
and appreciation.

*'As we add knowledge, ou
faith becomes more ecumeni;
cal. We also come closer to the
true sources of Biblical mate:
rial.”

DR. JAMES TREATS th
collection of books that is the
Bible as great literature and
source of knowledge of a grea
cuiture.

“What [ try to do." she said.
“is get people reading the Bi-
ble. Once they realize it's not
a forbidding book. they find
they can study it the rest of
their lives and it can be a fas-
cinating experience.’

She added that the Biblical
writings have *‘tremendous
relevance” to our lives.

“The experiences of man
today are very similar to what
he has known through the ages,
and especially in Biblical
times,” she pointed out.

DR. JAMES said she did not
at all try to push betief in what
is to be found in the Old and
New Testaments.

“That's for the churches to
do.” she said. “I want to help
my students develop inquiring
minds for Bible study.”

She added that she has had
every religious belief you
could imagine among her stu-
dents — Moslem, Hindu, Jew
and all divisions of Christian-
ity.

IN THE Farmington Com-
munity Center class, as well as
in most others she has taught
off the Wayne State campus,
Dr. James has found a few
students who were in her
classes at WSU.

**But actually I find my stu-
dents all over the world.” she
said. “'Wayne students really
get around.”"

Retired in 1967, Dr. James
had made two trips around the
world since then and also trav-
eled several times to Europe.

“1 go to see and learn.” she
said. “It's all part of the life
experience. ['ve been 50 busy
since I retired that 1 wonder
sometimes how I ever found
time to hold a job.”

DR. JAMES also expressed
deep concern over the tragedy
at Kent State University and
disturbances on other cam-

puses.

“I'm really disturbed about
the campus situation.”” she
said. “and with such a situa-
tion [ can't help feeling the
thing at Kent State was bound
to happen. I hold no brief for
the police, bit [ feel something
like that was inevitable on
some campus.”

She said it scemed profes-
sional agitators are responsible
for leading many disturbances.

“I'm sad for these people
and their unhappy lives, and
especially for the majority of
students who are so decent and
fine and want fo get on with
their educations,” she added.

“I think every qualified stu-
dent ~ and 1 emphasize the
word qualified - should be able
to pursue a college education
without such disturbances. For
those not prpperly qualified.
there are many other educa-
tional institutions where they
can train for life work.”

St. Matthew Announces
Spiritual Renewal Talks

A four-night Lutheran Re-
vival is the program for the
Spiritual Renewal Week at St.
Matthew Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Westland.

The programs begin at 7:30
p.m. May 18, 19, 20 and 21 in
the church at 5885 Venoy Rd..
ane block north of Ford Road.:

PASTOR PAUL HAGE-
DORN said that the services
“will not be decorated with
doctrine, but will provide the
basic and clear teaching of
salvation in Jesus Christ.

“These evening services
will provide some people with
an opportunity lo meet the
Lord for the first time ever.”

LIVONIA
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Pastor Hagedorn said. **Others
will have the chance to rededi-
cate their life to the living
God. ™

Guest evangelist and anchor
man for the series wilt be the
Rev. Rodney Lensch, a former
Lutheran pastor who left the
parish ministry to enter into
full-time evangelistic work.

Other speakers will be: Pas-
tor Donald Bates, 2 Methodist
minister from Troy: Mel Kies-
chnick. superintendent of edu-
cation in the Michigan district
of the Lutheran Church ~ Mis-
souri Synod: and Evangelist
Fred Hicks, a non-denomina-
tional preacher.

SPECIFIC topics are

REV. RODNEY LENSCH

Monday - *“The Spirit to the
Churches Today!'"

Tuesday ~ ~"The Battlefield
of the Christian Gospel" fea.
turing a youth night for both
young and old.

¢ - “Get Ready!

Get Set! Go!

Thursday -- **Miracles -
Today?"

The tone of the revival is
non-denominational in that the
services will be Christian
rather than Lytheran

Pastor Hagedorn asks mem-
bers of other denominations to
“*put down our doctrinal differ-
ences and praise the Lord with
one united voice.”

PASTOR DON BATES



