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oral quarrel

Founders’ Festival gets mixed reviews from callers

Today's Oral Quarrel asked
readers how they felt about this
year’s Farmington Founders' Fes-
tival. Following are the responses.

® 1 belleve it was too much like a
carnival. Too many eating places. Not
good for anyone.

¢ Too many eating places. No erder.
Certainly mismanaged.

o Well, all It nceded was a freak
show to make it complete, and then it
would have been a complete carnival. I
do hope they change It next year and do
something about that mess that was
there.

® This years Founders’ Festlval was
not the first bad one. They have been
getting worse year after year. We re-
member the flrst ones when it was re-
ally a small town affalr with little bon-
nets, and it was a real small town cele-
bratlon. Now It has become honky tonk,
(f that Is the term people want to use.
Its just no fun, It is crowded. We avold
downtown because there is lack of
parking and nothing but Junk.

® I think the festlval is just the pits.
Farmington doesn't need to be dragged
down anymore. Let's get rid of it right
away, please.

# I thought the festival was junky
and congested. It should simply be
eliminated.

® I like the fesilval. I think the mer-
chants are selling junkier goods than
they did In the past and that is why
they arc not getting the sales they used
to. T used to get some real bargalns
there but lately 1 don’t buy anythlng
from the merchants, I buy it from craft
dealers,

& I agree the festival was a little too
much of a carnlval atmosphere thls

year. 1 would like to sce the booths
moved to a large parking lot area, the
way they run the West Bloomflcld an-
nual festival, and I would like to sce
the quality of the goods sold maln-
tained at a high level so the festlval
will bave an aura of kigh quality.

o How could any festlval be great
when it was rained out.

® The committee, [ fee), dId an excel-

lent fob on the short notlee they had.
The only problem with the festival was
the raln. H the store owners are com-
plaining, why dldn't they get on the
commlttee and assist, After all the fes-
tlval was for them. If the store owners
In the center don’t like it, let's mave
out to some shopplng center that ap-
preclates It, namely, Orchard Lake.

@ 1 think that the Farmington Foun-
ders' Festival should contlnue, howey-
er, maybe moving into a central loca-
tion and having sales on one day might
help. Having it more like the Livonia
Sprec as apposed to the weckend event.
Have [t one central locatlon instead of
spreading it all over.,

® The festival was very good. The
difilcutty was the merchants didn't do
well because they had just junk to scll
this year.

® The festival was so bad, 1 was
ashamed to tell anybody 1 went to it, If
we can't get a quallty one, something
like the Ann Arbor or Plymouth arca,
‘we ought not have one at all.

® Ithought the whele thing was dis-
gusting. Downtown Farmington looked
like 2 glgantic flea market. I went to
the A&P to grocery shap and I couldn’t
find a parking space because the entire
shopplng center was full because of
that stupld carnival. Finally I gave up
and drove home and had my husband
drive me back to the store and when [

was done shopplng, I called him and he
had to come back and pick me up. To
put it mildly, the festival was disgust-
ingly stuptd.

® | love the varlety of the boaths
from two years ago and the ethnlc food
from the Elks was fantastic, and I just
thought that there was something for
everybody, and I just want to see more
of it.

® T think the 1983 Festival was Ler-
riflc. I think the committee did an out-
standing job. As far ag the changes are
concerned, I would leave that up to
past committees to cvaluate It and
make recommendations to the new
committee,

® All they have done Is to tumn the
Founders’ Day Festival into a drinking
party so far as I can sce. The one way
you can change It, [s to knock off those
beer tents up and down Orchard Lake
Road where the drunks come In and out
Into the Elks Lodge and into the VFW,

® It looked llke a cheap cornlval.
Crummy food booths and when they
left there, the place was absolutely
iilthy. J would like to see them cut the
food concesslon stands In about one
half or less.

® 1lived in Farmingtan for 30 years
and every year it gets warse, 1 believe
It should be stopped campletely. It's a
dlsgrace to the clty. It'a a mess.

e ] agree with the merchants who
say that It was a honky tonk festival, I
would like to see the merchants work-
ing together for the people of Farming-
ton to bring togetherness. For instance
have the Farmington Jazz Band and
not as many dance studios. Perhaps
other groups who entertaln singing and
s0 on together,

® The festival was not complementa-

ry to Farmington or Farmington Hllis
nor has it been for the last few years. It
has been a bad camlval. Keep out the
commerclal portable vendors. Limit
the number of actlvitics in the down-
town center so the people can'stlll shop
and in fact use the sldewalks. Give per-
mits primarlly to arts and crafts but
spread them out to both cities. 0CC
parking lots were empty when down-
town was jammed dangerously with
peaple.

® The concert and flreworks were
great.

® [ thought the Festlval was the
worst It has ever been. My suggestion
1s to have It a maximum of two days,
Friday and Saturday or Saturday
alone, possibly at Oakland Community
College. More emphasls should be
placed on the actual founders of Farm.
Ington,

® Flrst, no advice was asked of for-
mer committee members so improve-
ment could be made. I was a partlei-
pant in 1980 and 1981. The long term
plan then was to compete eventually
with the Ann Arbor Art Falr, The foot
path thls year for food and crafts was
not canducive to drawing and pleasing
crowds. There have not been six years
of downs. Do not Include the years I
participated in it.

® [ feel the Farmington Festival
should be discontinued but If it isn't
going to be discontinued, It should be
held at the OCC campus on Farmington
Road. They have ample parking space
there and the fireworks are at the very
end and therefore everything would be
right there.

® I think the Founders” Festival was
fantastlc. The parade was great. I don't
sce that here was anything I would llke
(olsee changed other than a littlc less
rain.
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@ 1llked the Founders' Festival very
much except 1 didn't Hke the many
{ood vendors. Other than that, and a lit-
tle more sunshine, I liked the festival.

® Ienjoyed the festival but I think it
was better when the crafts were in the
downtown center, Jike you had It & cou-
ple of years ago, so the people could
look at things there while having some-
thing to eat rather than having to walk
all the way over to the Masonlc Tem-
ple. It was too bad that the weather
didn't cooperate but we have no control
over that and I thought the flreworks
were just great. On the whole it was a
good festival,

e Basically I would like to thank the
committe for a job well done. I think
our family really enfoyed the parade.
All three Farmington area schools
were represented, I think it was excel-
lent. We enjoyed the pig roast aver at
Drakeshire, the ethnic food downtown
and we enjoyed browsling at the down-
town crafts. We also enjoyed the or-
chestra and fireworks and we think the
committee did a super job and keep up
lllm good work, I dldn't like all the criti-
clsm,

& A few years ago I partlclpated in
the festival and I don't belleve there
has been six years of down n the festi-
val because profit was made when I
was Involved and others involved knew
proflt was made so there hasn't been
six years of down.

® [ think something ought to be donc
about the cars that drive in the plaza
area durlng the festival off of Farm-
Ington Road. All It is Is a bunch of klds,
a bunch of young punks cruising
around. They should keep the cars out
and keep that area for pedestrians.
Also the price of some of thelr food is
terrible, $2.50 for a klelbasa sandwich
is outrageous. If the kielbasa is good
and the bread Is good, flne then I don't
mind paylng it. I think the prices they
charge for the food is terrible. It clear-
ly is taking advantage of the situatlon.

® 1 think It would be much better if
they breught back the rock and roll
bands In the downtown arca especlally
if the bands could be from the Farm-
ington area ltself. This year it was bor-
ing.

o 1was very disappointed in the food.
We had to go way down to the bowling
alley for the roast and it was very ex-
pensive and we were disappolnted in
the slze o! the sandwlich and then the
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other meal at the Elks Club. They isc.,
to have them right there in the Farm. .
Ington shopping arca. I think “the
sandwiches should be served in the .
maln area there where all the stores
are, under a tent, like they used to and.
reasonable prices. I don't sce why.we. -
can't have a decent meal right In.the. .~
he:m of Farmington at a rcnsnnnhlc .
price. PR

® I think no wonder they. had com- -
plaints this year, the layout was just
terrible. It reminded me of a elrele of |
wagons, the Indlans are comling and If. |
you drove down Grand Rlver, .you ..
dldn’t even know there was a festival,
because you coutdn’t see anything.

@ This year's festival reminded.me
of a carnlval. Also in the years past, a
flnanclal report was always published
in the paper and as an Interested resl.
dent, 1 would really llke to know how .
the festival did this year.

& 1wasa 1980 and 1981 booth partic-,
lpant and.1 thought the organization
was much better in '80 and '81. I think
attitudes of the committee thls year .
was vety poor and in charglng the peo-
ple as much as they did, I thought was.
very wrong, and 1 would never partiel-
pate again under those circumstances.

@ 1 thought the festival this year was
very bad. To improve it, climinate
crafts and feature local businesses.
more.

® It was a disgrace ycars ago and...
stlli Is. I feel it should be abandoned
along with T.J. Maxx and perhaps that: -
will keep some of the bums out o(
Farmington.

® Glve it back to the peaple. In be- .
half of the Mothers Against Drunk -
Driving, don't let city officals issue..
temporary permlts to fraternal organ- -
lzatlons to set up more drinking tents
and free more drinkers on Orchard”
Lake Road, Co.

® As a Farmington resldent of 14
years, I am very sad to admit that the ~;
Farmlngton Festlval is a waste of-all -
of our time, cfort and money. I think ™
we ought to cancel It completly. In-.
stead try to renovate our downtown !
area. Make [t more appealing to cvery- |
body, espectally the residents of Farm- »
ington, Make it look more like Plym- " -
outh would be very nice or Northville.
Something nice and qualnt Is what we -
need.
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