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Audztors
smile on
district

By Tom Basr
stalf writer -

Financial audits bave driven wortied
bottle in despalr.

bisinessmen to the

But Farmington School Board mem-
bers were 50 pleased with the results of
the district’s recent audlit that thoy
headed for the Elias Big Boy restan-
rant on Orchard Lake Road for ice
eream sundaes.

“It's really bard to say anything
about an and.lt. except that they dida't
find anything wroog with the flnancial
Information,” said board trustee Jim

McGlincy, while be walted for his hot | 55

!udgewilhwh!ppedu—umudchmy.

The board heard the resnlts of thy
state-mandated yearly audit at ita mz-
ular meeting Tuesday evenlng. Planto
& Morap, 2 Southlleld auditing firm,

. gave a 30-minute presentatfon on the
dlstrict's flnances for the year which
ended June 0.

“Tfie audit ahows us that onr budget-

lng process 1s very accurate,” sald

0 superintendent Law Schul-

m-n after the meeting. ‘Wo'vo been
right on target.

“It spexks well for uus mnxuxmt
_‘_‘ol Aatitesr = ‘L o
A plcﬂmarz'rtmm‘thict.E b

oL
The “plcu!rt" showed, for one thing,
that the district's general fund reve-

nues amounted to more than $40 mi-

Hom. Of that total, $36.2 milllon came

from local property taxes.

THE, AUDIT also showed that the
state’s contribution to the school sys-
tem contlnues to shrink — $170 per pu-
pil In 1083 compared to $359 in 1978,

“Tho proportion of our budget de-
peading on local revegues has in-
creased over the years,” Schulman
sald,

“That means that education as a
state-wide priority haos decrcased.”

“That's good and bad. It's good that -
the people are willing to take on the
mpon:!blllty of supporting the school
system.”

'l‘bc audit's per-pupll analysis of g:n-
al { revenues and

showed that the district spent 83,!09 on

each student last year, up from $1,928

1n 1978, The amount of meney

exch student has nearly doubled since

1978,

The majority of the district's $44.3
budget is spent on instruction, (§23.8
mlllion) and support services ('177
milllon). The distriet has about 10,500
students,

Tho Rov. Rys

By Tom Beer
staff writor

‘'Bless the Beasts and the Chlldren”
was the title of a popular song of a
few years ago.

‘The Rev. Seamus Ryan of St. Fabl
‘an’s Roman Cathollc Church in Farm-
ington Hills accomplished the first
half of the command Tuesday atter-
noon In the church parking lot,

Dressed In his priestly garb, Ryan
traversed the aspbalt lprlnkllnz holy
‘water on an assortment of dogs, cats,
rabbits, mice, gerbils and flsh — all

pets of St Fablan's Elementary
School children.

With the Blessing of the pets, the
flrst ever st St. Fablan's, the pricst
was helplng cetebrate the feast of St.
Francla of Assisi, the Catholic salat of
animals,

Appropriately enough, the celebra-

tion took place on Oct. 4 — St
cis Day to Catholics.

Fran-

Some 320 youngsters Lo grades one '
through alx and a

n unknown nnmber
of anlmals were on hand for the
event, according to St. Fablan's prin~
cipal, Sister Loretelle.

'"This service provides an opportu-
nlty to pralse and thank God for the
glit of nnlmls and all creation,” she

yan 8, 0 cat being hold hy 6-yoar-old Drow Lund and his mother, Barbara, during
Tuesday's colobration of St. anc!o Dny nl St. Fablan'e Church.

St. Francis tradition continues

said In a letter sent to the pareats of
the childrea. -

“Therefore, all the students will
participate In the Blessing of Pets
whether they have pets or not.”

TUESDAY, Slster Loretelle stood
behind a cart on which rested a
bullhorn, a recepuul of holy nm

and a poodle pamy the Sls-
M‘l}’;le robably be !

“ItU p ly be a yearly eveat,”
she s2ld. “The children scem so excit-

ednboutlLOneIl.nudlobml
horse, We discouraged him,

Before the blmulng thn youngsters
gathered in the parking lot with thelr
pets to alng songa cclebrating ani-

mals, There were plenty of older
folks around, tco, since every child's
by an
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Adamany
boosts . -
colleges

By Tom Baer ;
statf writer
David Adamany, Wayne sfm Unl-
verzity's well-schooled president, dellv-
T Monday Conceray wgher educe.
educa-
tionin H.l(:h{zln.

lmm bc‘!o‘; & crowd of m&
persons af B]rmlnxh.m
ple, Adamany kicked off the Monday
Forum serics of ‘four spon«
sored by the Farmington Hills. syna-
gogue,

The 47-year-old educator, who holds
& law degree from Harvard and
torate In polltical science from lhe Unl-
versity of Wi

Quallty, Direction, .
sponsibllity of E‘dnuuw in America,”

A 's talk ea:
enough, on the eve ul nnuou.ll }{Ighar

- Education Week.

First his good nesra about higher edu-
cation in Michigan.

“With Higher Education Week come
ing up, I think it's fair to say that Michc

1gan has an excellent system of highes: .
o, Doar the .

But all I nol xweelnua and light i
the land of those Institutlons of higher
learning, he sald. Lack of funds be-
leaguer the schools.

. “Unfortunately, It's also

2ay,” Adamany continued, “that Lbs
(uuu‘a) adnlt dum:s have chosen to
do less for higher education than it has
done for them.”

ASKED TO expand on that thought
alter the talk, Adamany said, “What we
want to say bs that we werc seventh in
the United States in (financial) support
perstudent 15 years ago,

"Wo're:now 413 in the country, And

we're 50t in the nation In terms of new
lppr?prfat(on! for higher eduction,
That's d "

pet had to be
adult.

Bobble Kramer, a
Hills mother, was then with ber son
and thelr caf

Kevin, 8,
“I think it's a lnvely {dea,” she said,
keeplng a closs eye on K to see
that he kept a flrm hold on Mm “1
think it's Important for kida to reatlve
that pets are special and o have the
blessing of the

St. Fablan's, on 12 Mile between
Orchard Lake and Farmington roads,
recently dedicated a $1.25 million re.
novation of its butlding,

Community Center seeks resident

" The Farmingten Communlty Center,

with two weeks laft in its fundraising
campalgn, Iy hopeful that It wilt meﬂ

ita goal of $20,000.

The annual campaign was kicked off
two weeks ago with supporters gather-
ing 2t tho Botsford Inn to outllne thelr
sirategy. Letters seeking support were

sent out to a cross sectlon of the com.
munity, -

“The Farmington C Center
I3 a unlquo an:ﬂslgnmmt asset to our

Persons in g to
the effort can call executive director
Betiy Palne at 477-8404, Contributions
also can

ed by sending them to
the Farmington Communily Center,
24705 Farmington Roa Fl.l‘mlnnlau
Hllls 48018.

Conroy in hls letter.
“'We hope you find It in your, beart to
help us provide . . . this asset”

Tho Communlty Center has served as,
a meeunx plece and learning center
since 1989. Located on Farmington
Road, just north of Ten Mile, It I8 a pri-

veer “:Z.u“eé'i‘,’,':d'&fﬁ“ s
p ts er
d“b‘lc But In th o
problems, epantwnyeanlhc
Cenl-erhuralled'lommdlllm
“The success of lbuau:npalm
made it posaiblo for the Center to oper-
nlelnl.bebhckudmwlnlbcurvim
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support

provided " sald Conroy.

1982-33 more than 500 classes

were offered at the Center, Private
partles hosted nearly 8,000 guests, said
Conroy.
Although pleased with recent years'
contributions, Conrey warned that io-
creased contributions are needed to
keep the Center solvent.

Football fans

to know score

V1 be & ot easler for football fany
to know the score — as well as the
down, quarter and time ldttophy—

WSU's' since
1983, qulclly added be couldn't supply
the answers o the

problems
plaguing Michigan's colleges.

“You have to say to the public offl.
clals (ln the state legislature, which
supplies much of the school's funding)
that you appreciate thelr support of
hlgbuedmdm,"h sald.

er the answer fs — as ar-
rlvedutby!beleﬂ;hlm - I'm wlll-
lnatonp it
o sald, certalnly

The answer, Adamany
does not Hchmdleﬂs of large bum-
bcn of state residents to recall Gov.
ames J. because be Im-
puled a 38 percent fax Increase last

#pring.
"Wllhaut that tax increase," Adama-
y sald, "the university I work for
would be closed up tight for aix months
of the year.”

Adamany, whose books, articles and
e3zays have Influenced educational re-
form nationally, bad a waming for
those who would “dismantle” the
atate’s system of higher education tn
the face of steadlly decllning enroll-
ment, .

Polnting cut that [n 1994 those instl-
tutions are expected to serve abonf
168,000 students — about the same
number thoy served in 1972 — the WSU
president uld. “One. wnld be vu-y

lmemwpllmwwybnll!."

ASKED BY an audlence member 4
speak on remediation — that Is, a unls
versity’s efforts to help certain minori.
ty or ethnic students overcome Jcarns
80 that they

when they attend games at F
High School these coming Saturday af-

's Board o
nledmnlmwsl hn'l‘nud.aytapuy

R $4847 o a Flrmlngtou

provide a new Nevco mmbnlrd lar
the school o0 SNAlunea Road. .
237

Ing
can do edl.leg&lml work ~ Adamany
sald be favored the concept.

*We need to do [t out of obligation,”
he sald. "You 've got o take socicty as
you find IL”

But he added, “We noed to put the
beat oo the high schools and on the
colleges to see that these

Caryn Drive, :nhmmed lhe lowest of
three hids recelved by the

The new board, lh!d replaces a
coastantly maliunctioning one, is groen
and measures 18 by 8 feet. It includes a
horn.

The funds came from the districl’s
cApital poeds account,

students are better pre| '\‘

The Temple's onday
Forum series cootinues Oct. 10 when
Bhbop Gumbleton, an cutspoken foc of

liferalion of puclear weapens,

:ruﬁo on “The Will to Make Peace,

ton For War” The ulk
bednnt 8:30 p.m.

?




