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David Toina, the Neswark, N.J., cop
on whom the “Baretta” television se-
ries was based, challenged Brother
Rice and Marlan high zehool atudents
Tuesday to reform from drugs and al-
cokol and commit themselves to
strajght lves,

“When you do drugs, you're not
cool,” ke sald with the fervor of an
evangellst. “You're a fool.”

Toma's appearance Tuesday at the
two Catholic Bloomfield Township
schools was the flrst of two he'll make
In tho area under the co-sponsorship ef
Birmingham-Bloomfleld Familles in
Action, an agency dedicated to educat-
Ing the community about the elfects of
drugs and alcobol,

Toma will return Nov. 1-2 to speak
to students of Birmingham Publle
Schools and thelr parents,

The former vice squad detective,
who grew up as the youngest of 12 chil
dren In o ghetto, now lectures to stu-
dents across the country, graphically

Courses offered for working adulis

Merey College of Detrolt's Weekend
College offers Saturday classes in alx
flelds of study for working adults who

v The undercover mode

Drug cop tells students about life on the

describing the devastation he's seen

drugs cause during bis pollce carcer
and life,

“You wanna piny. you gotta pay, The
price is heavy, baby,” he tells the atu-
dents. +

Toma’s hope i to reach In teen-agera
before they wind up in jail, overdase or
dle.

Toma, who's visited 8,000 junlor
highs and high schools, said the majori-
ty, not the minority, of American stu-
dents are “into” drugs and alcohol.
“Elghty-five to ninety percent get
high,” he sald, .

DURING HIS three-hour talk Tues-
day, Toma chalienged students to try to
match bis knowledge about drugs and
thelr effect on the human body.

*’You listen to me, I know what I'm
talking about,” be aald at one polnt dur-
ing his talk, adding that he's spoken to
3 mlllion teen-agers about what drugs
have done to them,

While doctors, legislators and the
medla argue over whether marijuana

Weekend Coliege (WEC) Is a part-
time program that enables employed
adults to taka from one to eleven credit

wish to carn a bachelor’s or
degree.

The Weekend College program will
be explalned during two Open House
Information sesslons at the College'a
Confereoee Center 5-7:30 pm.” Thurs-
day, Oct. 27 and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 29,

Informatlon will be available on how
the Weekend College works, admisslon
requirements, financial aid, tultion

! and career

ours a while s
ing responsibilities to familles and
Jobs.

WEEKEND COLLEGE clnsses gen-
erally meet flve times {n a semester,
with two Saturdays between each ses-
sion. Students supplement classroom
work with study ass]

Ls dangerous and should be legalized,
Toma sald that one lighted marijusna
clgareite containy {21 chemleals and
polsons, one of which Ia THC, the py-
choactive Ingredient which causes
userxs to get high, -

The effect tetrahydrocannablnol has
differs each time it's ingested, Toma
said, depending on variablés such as
the weather when It was grown, the
user’s frame of mind and diet when it's
smoked.

However, Toma said ho's scen sever-
al hundred cases where THC has
caused ent paralyais. The drug,
be sald, works peripherally In damag-
ing nerves, causing chest palns and vi-
s0n problems among other aliments.

ANGEL DUST, pills, cocalne and other
drugs are lethal, he said. Many times,
users don't know how the drugs have
been prepared by pushers before
they're purchased.

Students 'in Grosse Polnte told hlm
they've mixed angel dust with rat pols-
on, Other students sald they’ve dipped

credlis from previous college courses
and to receive academic credit for per-
tinent professional cxperience. In addi-
tlon, they are cligible for financial ald
consideration as part-time students.

To ensure processing of applications
for winter semester, new students
should competo application procedures
as 800n as possible. Students who have
completed the application process may
register for the winter scmester of

plils I.n-uuuld Drano before sclling
them.

‘When he's asked why they do it,
‘Tomha sald the students tell blm that
the kids they sell Lhe drugs to don't
care. They simply want to get high.

Alcohol Ls the -number one killer
among teen-agers, Toma said. Twenty-
fivo tecos a day dio !n alcohol-related
trafile accidents, he added. .

Toma condemned soclal or weckend

as hard as alcobolism. “(If you
drink at all), you drink because you
want to get high, (not because it's the
thing to do,)” ho sald. “You like tho
feellng.”

The $0-year-old Toma, who kicked a
tranquillzer bablt he started after the

° death of hiy 5-year-old zon, now tnkes

no drugs and doesn’t smoke. He's never
drank, he said. Tuesday, he told the stu-
dents how they too could make life
thelr only high.

The way, he said, ls to glve it up cold
turkey and make their last jolnt or beer
their very last.

“Be proud to be stralght," he said.

. “It's the En-thing.”

Weekend College Nov. 1 through
21 for classes beglnning January 7,

-For {further information on the
Weekend College or the Opea House In-
formation Sesslons, call the Mercy Col-
lege Admisslons office at §92-8030 or
the WEC office at 592-6100.

Merey College Is at 8200 W. Outer
Drive, at the Southfield freeway, be.
tween Slx and Seven Mlle In Detrolt,

which enable them to cover the same
coursa content and meet the same aca-
demie d 29 their

T
Degree program offerings will be ex-
plained ln detall. The Weckend College
offers bachelor's degrees In business
publle
health care administration, health ser-
vices, medical record scicnce and an
assaclate degree program for legal as-
sistants.

s

in traditional college programs, Class-
€s meet during three semesters of the
aczdemic year — fall, winter and sum-
mer,

WEC students bave access to Mer-
cy's modern Ubrary and extenslve me-
dia resources. They are able to transfer
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David Toma, a former vico-squad detective,
studants to avoid gotting hooked on drugs and aleohol.’
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