Children’s Vlllage hlts numbers slump—

tBY Kathy Parrish

"8lalt wrller

[ (31 Imrd 10 plan whea you don‘( know

-how 'y are coming to dion
hr:mv t.he way It nlwtyl ls in cal-

7dren’s Villege, where Orkland Cotnty
#Probate Court
“wards,

bouses |u youthful

13 "'A pelJco car could come around the

any minute with a famlly of
!!onr, sald Barbara Conallio, mana ger
»of-foster care and institutions for lhn

'We never know what to expect "
Never sure how many abused
glecied or delinquent Kids will be' wﬂ.

ready for all comers,

[;5{ the court, Children's Village tries to

As many as 193 chlldren can be
treated in its nine different programs
on 50 wooded acres across Telegraph
Rond from the county complex In Pon-

Rl&ht now only 127 young people are

there, 30 one boya' bullding has been
and staff reassigned to olher

areas. But adminlstrators

bers to pick up soon, callingita "cycll- !

cal” drop,

OAKLAND COUNTY Executive
Dantel T, Murpby does not share the
“cyclical” argument and s suing In clr-
cult court for adminlstrative control of
the facility, His 1984 budget asks coun-
t¥ ‘commissioners to cut elght staff
riembers from Children's Village until
the unit reopeny.

“We've been concerned for some
time about decllnlng earoliment while
stafflng Increased,” said Leroy Vol

human services.

bF; g, county director of Insuluuonul
a

“The bul]rllng closing just brought it
all to a bead.”
Those who operate the vlllnze
strongly oppose cutbacks,
stead for an addltlonal counselor, Taay
contend ideally the complex should add
(onr counselors — glving them one for
cach of the nine chlld treatment pro-

grams.

“We're mnlug good ship and a
tight one, but it's upennve." sald Chil-
%vren '1;!;.“““ superintendent Domld

“If you want a Class A of
you've got to be wllling to pay m u."

OPENED IN 1929, the county juve-
nile home served malnly as a “hnl:ung
tank”. for troubled youngsters. Th:
waa little attempt at rebnbluuung
youthful offeaders,

In the 19603, operating under a phi-
losopby geared more to treatment, a
three-phase modern building program
was atarted,

In 1979, & new achool completed the
complex, which Includes an adminis.
tration bullding, central kitchen, medi-
cal Inflrmary mdnlnnupanlobutn-
lated child care sles,

Residenta range from hablu beaten
by their parents to teens walting trial
on charges of murder, armed robbery,
felonlous asseult and rape.

‘The Children's Village population nl-
way» has been bp and down. Because
fudgea send kids as they come through
Probate Court, the count changes dally
and sometimes even on the half-hour.

And there's no way of knowing what
types of problems will come In the
door. Slnce youth stay just a few
months; some programs will boom and
others fall off,

While Ihm is soma attempt to dou-
ble tp on space, thers are problems
with mixing kids with different kinds of
prvblem: “It's like mixing ofl and wa-

"* sald Conallio.

Fuumm-ly in summer, bulldings

‘have been closed for a while when

numbers were down. Bot admlnistra-
tors admit the lalest dip ‘— which
«closed two buildings and no'koep.om
shut — is unusual,

“1¢'s like trying to predict lha wenh-
er a month ahead,” Consilio.
“But wo've hit a real al this peri-

od of time, and It's hard to why.
We.view It as temporary, but at the
same. time w&m being very prudent

SOMEOF‘ﬂlEdlpl.luedllbd to tho
drop in Oakland County’s child popula-
unn. But Children's Village administra-
tors think some of thelr own policies
have cost them realdents,
ed lboul chlldren belog tied

> tlon centers or the state tralning school

faster.

“The more auccessful we are, the
more we do ourselves out of business,”
sald Consilio.

d:nm “PRDBATB Co& c::d %l-
's Village oppose cu saylog
the-displaced workers are needed In
other areas of the complex. Rolph in-
tends to document for commissioners
how ke has been utilizing the children’s
supervlsora since B bulldlng closed.

And they will contlnue to ask for
counselors for programs like shelter

care which doexn’t have one, -

*There are those who waat to draw
some fast, vety slmplistic answers, but
this b ovmyuc-r.ed." satd Ralph, a Bev-
erly Hills resident who bas headed tho
program seven years.] think we're
very self critical.”

Rolph belleves (hat the program [s
one of the best in the country. And be
wanls it to stay that way.

“IVs expensive to be a treatment fa-
cility, and the judges recogniza that,

\ But when you remove kids from thelr
homes you accept a heavy respopaibilf.
ty to provide what the pnreuu should
provide,” he stressed,

BUT MURPRY contends Chlldrenl
Village could be.run more elflciently
mmubo:nmmommmty,

Wednesday, Oct, 286, Volbcrdlng
wlll ask the c(munlnl oners’ finance

Arthur Stewart )ll, teachor and coordinator of the
outstudent program, plays chess with with one
of his students, a gir) who lives at home but at-

Thustday, Ociober 13, 1983 OLE

(O17A

commlitea ln Boost the {acility’s budg-
etmunmunonwm:umuu‘m
w & agency requested.

With (hat, he recommends deleting
elght authorized positions, chiefly be-
cause B building's seven staffers are no
looger needed. The eight poxltions
would be eliminated byulldlion.

The director of institutional and
buman services said capacity at Chil-
dren’s Vilizge is 217, but Jts population
rucs between 94 and 108. And staff has
grovwn from 119 in 1980 to 132 this

year.
Many, particularly chlld supervisors,

work In. lhme shifts seven days a week.
“I1 share the perception that Chil-

dmu VHlage fs, and must continue to
be, 2 quallty program,”sald Volberd-
ing. “What I don't share i3 the feeling

gnt there can't be greater emdmcy
cre.”

but is it permanent ?
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rango from bables beaten by
their parents to teens walting
trial on charges of murder,
armed robbery, fslonious ne-
sault and rape. Above: the
unused B building.

* photos by DAVID FRARK/ start pvmwnm

tends school at the village because of problems
she has in the lrndlllonal classroom sotting.
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SBirmingham c@esigmz Shoes

163 N. Woodward « Across from Crowleys
Birmingham « 642-3255
Open Thurs. & Fri. til 3:00 p.m.
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Afraid YnuTrmé
Going Deaf?

Chicaga, [.—A free of-
Ter of special jnterest to
those who hear but do
not undesstand  words
has been announced by
Bellone. A non-operat-
ing model of one of the
smallest Betione aids of
its kind will be given
nbsolulely free to anyone
requesling |t.

It’s yours for the ask-
ing, so send for it now, bt
is not a real hearing aid,
but it will shaw you how
tiny hearing help can be.
The actual aid weighs
less than a fourth of an
ounce, and i1’s all a1 car
level, in one unit,

These models are free,
50 we suggest you wrilc
for yours now. Again,
we repeat, there is no
cost, and certainly no
cbligation. All hearing
problems are not alike
and some cannot be
helped by a hearing aid
but many can, Thou-
sands have alseady been
mailed, so write today to
Depl. 00000, Bellone
Electronics Corporation,
4201 W, Victoria St.,
Chicago, IL 60646,
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Wigg_s__presents the -
lamp sale that'll leave yi you

totally enlightened.

Stiffel lamps sale
priced from §99.
Right now, you can save
on g briliant collection of
quality kamps by Stittel.
Like this gracetul 25* table
‘lamp. Regularly $170, it's
just $99! Each lomp
features the regal styling,
fine brass finish and
unusucl handeratted
shape that have made
Stiftels...classics. These and
other styles not shown are
aiso on sale.

Don't miss your chance tor
savings on radiant Stitfel
lamps and other beautiful,
top-quality home furnish-
ings only at Wiggs.

MasterCard. Vso.

wiggs Crorgo.

2080 telograph Road.
B‘oomhold Has, M1 48013

Hw;Mon. Thurs, Fii 930-000;
Tues, Wed. Sat. 930-530,




