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House warms to their love, respect

Carole.and John Ogurek, an attorney whose offices are only min-
utes from homeo, wantod to raise thelr sons in a traditlonal Amori-
can atmoaphere with boautiful, memorahle holiday
Thoy wanted a place wharo frionds, relatives and family could all
gather and onjoy.

By Corinne Abatt
stalf writer

HEIR HOUSE is more than a
home to John and Carole

b '.,For them, it's & commit.
meot, & way of Lfe, & never. ending *
* s0irSE dr-pleavure, a hobby “and ‘@

In the late '70s, they found and
bought the bouse of thelr dreams, a
onc-owner classic country home, built
in 1929, deslgned In the beglnnlng by
Wallace Frost and then b

. s pretty initititiond bocause
+ of the sérvants,” sald" Carole Qgurek”

as close as possible to the orfginal in-
tent. Much of the wallpaper which the
Kennedy's chose is still up and look-

- Ingas{reshas ever.

‘They have made some changes in
tholargakitchen., . ¢ uC o
It was' %
adding they wanted to make It more
of & pleasant farnlly gathering place.
And as chief cook, sho wanted some-
thing more modern and fricndly Jook-
Ing and a nateral wood floor heiped.

y
Albert Kahn, These two fine archl-
tects left a mark of quality and
charm that is as attractive today as it
was 54 years ago.

The original owners, Mr. and Mrs,
George Kennedy (now a widower, ho
Is a welcome visitor), liked antiques
and rather formal Early Amerlcan
furnishings. She was from Maryland
and ‘the house scems to reflect the
flnc country architecture of that re-
glon. The landscape plan tends
toward the formal without being stlff,

There are two front doors, but no
back door —~ one at the drlveway en-
trance, the other faces west and
opens onto terrace, lawn and gardens
which back up to the river.

The Ogurcks had a gazebo bullt on
the north side this past summer for a
garden wedding they hosted — and
it’s a natural for the setting.

ESSENTIALLY the house remalns
true to its origins — the Ogurcks
found no rcason to make changes for
the sake of change. In fact, they
rather pride themselves on keeplng It

'Statf photos by

Mindy Saunders
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~. The large living room, with the o
. in a soft bolgoe, is furnished wi
.period furniture that the Oguraki

riginal carpoting
th antlques and
s hava.boon col-
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lecting stoadlly ever since thoy acquired tho

home. The quest will never be complote, they ad-
mit, which is part of the fun.

The app! 8,000-square-
foot bouse with five fireplaces has
quarters over the garage wling for
servants and a sltting room off the
kitchen for the servants (both now
used by the familly), four bedrooms in
the maln wing, a formal dining room,
large living room, library, large front
hall, sunroom, breakfast room and alt
kinds of storage space.

“It felt homey when I saw [t,” sald

Carole Ogurek adding,*what I really
love hero is Christmas ”

_John Ogurek sald, "It's a lotta
work, but Carole aad I always wanted
a house lika this and we onjoy 1t.

love of antiques and history and they

* have taken many tripsy to vislt vintage

homes of the south and east to see
bow they.were furnished.

“We started collecting once we
moved in,” safd Ogurek, And while
they Inevitably buy at least one plece
on every trip to Savannah or Charles-
ton, S.C. — they happily polnt out
which antlque came from whleh trip
— a greal many of thelr purchases
have been made locally,

“We've bought from Hampton
House, Mndeline, Dorothy Murphy
and the auction houses,” sald Ogurek,
“especlally Dorothy Murphy,”

¥

Carole Ogurek sald the firat tinie sho saw a large
group of Brother Rice High Schoof students
gathered In the breaktast room to oat, she won-

The classle, country home,
worked on by two of tho coun-
try's finoat architects, Wallace
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. 1lmaloss look ihat the preacnt

owners, John and Carclo
Ogurek, respect, They spond
much of their iimo and effort
presorving the orlginal look,
and maintaining both the Insido
and oulside In keoping with the
original intent. To them it is a
treasure to be loved, lived in
and enjoyed.

“We really have a lot of (un,” safd
Carole Ogurek, “of course this could
put you in the poor bouse.”

‘They have st ity much with
.. WHAT. they particilarly  enjoy;
rmmmmmmwn"eymna-

fuinitore; moctly Qreen:
Chippendale,

alr“original plece, they ‘may use a
quallty reproduction tith hope of
belng abla to somedsy replace it with
the real thing,

Since they moved Into the house
they've acqured some 15 portralts
whose subjects scem completely at
home In the refined, country ambi-
ence.

The Ogureks like talking to George
Keanedy about the history of the

house. They savor his approval of the .

small changes they make. They de-

light in bringing this house allve, well

and beautlful into the future without
Its original ch

dared if her prize Windaor chairs would be equal
to the challenge. That thoy were apoaks well for
antique furniiure makers.
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