With wreavths

By Mary Klsmic
stalf writor

Those who think wreaths are for Christmastims,
and then only on doors and over fireplaces, may be
surprised by a visit to Kay Mollanes’s homa.
‘reaths are in evidence at Mo s L4
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“You cannot maks a mistake with (hese. Every-
thing can be moved or adjusted alightly,” Mollanen
conumedhxbom 19 &ut of 20 people whbo were
worried about takin; class end up ba ith
what they make.” 8 fe “ bappy
‘Tt populaity of wreaths around the home was
with the Amer] Bl

Turning over a new leaf

Her largest wreathy measuro between 2% and 3
fect across.
“It depends on Lbe overall Jook,” she sald. *If the
¢ bu:d;golng to be coveredt, I might use Styrofoam
or s

HABY'S BREATH and Spaciah moss are two of

vonla

year "rotnd, not only on the door and over the
flreplace, but just about anywhere you could Imag-
ine as well. They're nat Just green and red, but eve-
ry color of the spectrum. -

"You can use any color comblnations, for Christ-

. mas or all year,” Motlanen sald, "Your imagination
can really play an important part of it"

FROM HER home, Moilanen teachea clzsses on
how to make wreaths, centerpleces and otber ar-
rangements, She also prepares arrangements for
custom orders, weddings and bazaars. Mollanen
calls her bualness “Country Corners.”

“Some people who take the classes say they're
worrled that thelr arrangements aren't going to
lodk llke mine,” she sald. “But I tell them, *This isn't
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a productlon line.’ -

Kay Mollanen, who toaches how to make
wroathe, centerpleces and other ar-
rangements in her home, adds more rib-
bon to another beautiful wreath {left),
Her wreaths can hang almost anywhere,
amost anytime of the year, This one fea-
turos ribbons,
moss.

flowers and Spanish

By Corlnne Abatt
stafl writer

The “Quest for Unlty® show at the De-
#+:1 trolt Institute of Arts Ls likely to be the one
you'll wlsh you'd gone to sce.

Unlike the Matisse or Art Treasures of
.]...the Kremlln, it doesn't reach out and pull
you Into the museum by the sheer strength
of the subject matter.

1t's softer, gentler 'and decidedly more
subtle in ts approach. And It could be the
. title, “The Quest for Unity: American Art
. between the World's Falrs 1876-1883" is a
blt wordy and not graphic enough. Maybe

* We Come” or *Growin’ Up and Movin® Out™
--|. would bave snagged them, but I doubt it.
It'a a difficult show to name because it has
.80 many concurrent themes running
* through It.

IUs not just one artist or one collection
it's how American artists and tastemnakera
turned the corner just befora the turn of
the century and why.

‘The country was changing rapldly. It

wr-p-had just come through one of the moat cor-

“March from Victorlana,” “World, Here -

rupt perlods of national U.S.

“Quest for Unity5at DIT

Us.
Grant) which was to be followed by reta-
tively lackluster administrations Lhrough
the end of the century,

BUSINESS and industry were expandlng
at unbellevable speed championed by lead-
ers such as Cornelius Vanderbllt, John D.
Rockefcller, Andrew Carnegie, J.P, Mor-
gan and Andrew W, Mellon.

The acsthetic tastes, so strongly influ-
enced by the Victorian style at the begin-
ning of the “Quest for Unity” period (1876)
shifted by the end of that period (1893). As
fascinating as anything In the show are the
harbingers of what was to come. The signs
and signals are there if one cares to
second guess the Victorians.

Whistler's “Nocturne in Black and Gold:
‘The Falling Recket” as well as the sketch

+ for “Nocturne in Blue and Gold: Valparaiso
Bay* ly opened the door of the
seml-abstract approach to natare, .

The lovely celedon lea sel from the
Chelsea Ceramic Art Works with its strong
geometrics and hammered motlf surface
seems more architectural than a 2
else. Seen for the flrat time during the 1876

F it must have
shocked viewers who were accustomed to
vining flower and leaf dealgns, heavy with
curves and crnate decoration.

PAINTER Ellhu Vedder [n hls oil, “The
Soul in Bondage,” was already making the
strong, linear statements that were later
o be associated with Art Nouveau,

Still, viewers who don't want to play in-
tellectual elue games, who just go for the

* pure aesthetic enjoyment will flnd much to

occupy thelr eyes and minds,

While there are no weak places n the
show and the palntings alone are warth the
price of admission, the lnclulslan of some

great Louls Comfort Tiffany Ls, indeed, ex-
citing. They’re 50 beautiful, 8o oppulent,
it's no wonder the art of stained ia

ac
cording to Mollanen. She sald wrealhs weare ofien
dlsplayed In homes In colentel times.

A VISITOR to the Mollanen home at any scason
1s greeted with a colorfol wreath at the front door.

“I keep a wreath on the front door all year,” Mol-
lanen sald. "Slk fowers last a long time, 5o do
plastic flowers. The sun doesn't bother them, and I
they get wet, that doesn't bother them.”

One wreath, with red and plaid ribbons circling a
ring of baby’s breath, hangn in Moilanen's red kitch.
en. At hollday time, she adds ag an, in

adds to her wreaths. Glyco-
rine added to baby’s breath preserves K and keeps
Itsoft.

Mollanen obtalns her supplies from local wholo-

+ salers. She provides all the materials for ber elaxs-
es. Each sesxion features one item and yuns be-
tween two and three bours. Studenta pay a feo for
each class, ranglng from $9 to $30. -
“People know that they can come here and make

' an entire arrangement at ono sesslon.” Mollanen

2ald, .
became in wreathy

gel
lhewmb:hr‘ol u:’a wx‘uu: {o give it a Christmasy air,

reaths made of grapevine are popular, accord-
ing to Mollanen, These wreaths can be dressed up
with ploe cones, plastic ornamenta or flowers,

MOILANEN LIKES 15 give a “country touch” to
rome wreaths by adding ribbene or suck camcats
as cookle culters, She has made a “kitchen wreath,*
one that bears little wooden utensils, raspherries
and strawberries,

Wreaths can complement any type of furniture,
Mollanen belleves. She suggested that she color of
the drapes and walls of a room be conxidered when
deciding on the color of a wreath for that room.

Mollanen removes dust from her indoor wreaths
by brushing them with a soft paint brush or shaking
them. She keeps some wreaths out of direct sun-
light so thelr ribbons and flawers won't ade.

Besides grapevines, Mollanen makes the bases
for her wreaths out of wire, straw and Styrofoam.
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‘B & B’ at Down Shop

Scandla Down Shop in Farmington Hills will

A new of and domes.
tic bed linens with a celebration Thursday, Oct. 27.

"Bed and Breakfast* will be scrved 10 am, to 4
p.m. and “Wine and Cheese® will be featured 4-7
p.m. The public is invited.

The sheetcase covers, matchlng sheets, pillow
cases and shams come from Germany, France, Bel-
glum apd Italy as well as the United States,

The shop Is ln Hunter’s Square shopping Center,
Orchard Lake Road, just south of 14 Mile, West
Bloomlield.

ewers, - N
Makes one wonder what other architec-
mlimm are to be found close at

WEET BLOOMFIELD
24 MILE - Shsebun. Spackus 4 backooen. 21 b coioria. Large

SO Brouphtar, DesUN m wood dach. A “must see” et
$119,900. Ownar arulcue
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IT IS ALWAYS THE RESULT

OF INTELLIGENT

FORT. THERE MUST BE THE WILL TO

PRODUCE A SUPERIOR THING.
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classic iouch. On the soulh side of 13 Mile, 1/2 mile east
of Telegioph Road. Birmingham mailing and schools.
Priced from $149.900. Interior designed models open
everyday noon to 6, phone 645-6240.

—JOHN RUSKIN

his intelligent effort is evident in Robertson Bros. Bingham Woods. A
s i Tsupenov condominium classic nestied in the wooded and genlly
» 1olling ferrain of Bingham Farms. Custom crafted 2 & 3 bad]oom hqmes
ovetiooking ravines That tead o the winding Franklin River. Private olnum;,
: cautyards. shicdio cailings, fireploces inliving oteas and bedrooms. tennis
coutts, swimming poo!. nature frails, beauty and privacy. Bingham Woods,
nalute provided the setiing, master builders provide the |
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making
and other arrangments some eight yearn ago, when
xhe took a clas in dried flower arrangements.

“There was a six-month walting list for ope
class,” she recalled. “T attempled to teach my
neighbors what I had learned. I started making
owi [Jeas up aod it grew frow that ™

NOW MOILANEN keeps busy with her classes,
held both In the morning and evening, and filling
custom orders. .

“Is all through word of mouth,* she sald. *I
dou't ever advertlse.”

Mollanen holds an open house In the fall and
spring, at which ahe displays and sells samples of
her work throughout her home.

“The idea i3 to show them In the setting you

would make them for,” she safd.
For informatlon on Country Corpery, call 425-
6103, .

WEST ELOOMFIELD
Tender loving care shows throughout in this fovety
3 bedroom, 1% bath Colonlal with famlly room,
firaplace, cantral alr, kitchen with bulit-Ins and at-
tached garage. $84,000. 668-5600

Simple Assumplion with Lendor's Approval on
this lovely 3 bodroom brick ranch with popular
fioor plan. Wide foyer, no wax klichen, cantral alr,
2 car attachod garage. $85,900, 689-5600

TROY
Cholce location for this 4 bedroom, 2% bath
malntenance froe Colonlal featuring large master
suite with fireplace, tamlly room with flreplece,

TAOY
3,200 square foot Chelsea Village Colonial with
quality featuros throughout, Great assumpllon|
Just reduced 10 $139,000. 889-5600

central alr and refrigerator. $78,000. 689-5600

TROY
Quality custom bultt 3 bedroom, 2% bath brick
ranch on Emerald Lake featuras tinlshed walk-out
basament to landscaped patlo and beach, cantral
olr and much more. $168,900. 689-5600

TROY

Bo the first ownor of this Builder's Spec. 4 bed-
room, 2% bath Colenlal with fully excavated baso-
mont and noutral carpat. Premium throughout.
$84,900. 689-5600

Soo this delightful targe tamlly Cape Cod today in
one of the finost, most convenlen! subs, Foaturos
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, large privale fencod yard,
walk 10 schools and shopping. Just reduced to
$87,600. 689-5600

4086
ROCHESTER RD,
{N. of Watties)

TROY

~~
LADDS 689-5600

INC,
REALTORS

TROY
Deslrable oxecutlve area. This lovety Colonial foa-
turos 4 bedrooms, 2% baihs, llbrary, 18t ficor
laundry, beautitully landscaped yard and doublo
patio. $139,800. 689-5600




