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DEAR JIM:

It was good to get your letter.
T'm pleased you are getting occa-
sional copies of the paper while
you're away at school — it's the
best way I know to keep up with
what's going on in your home
town.

Things have been compara-
tively quiet here in the suburbs,
and I can sympathize with your
mixed feelings about coming
home over the summer.

You're not a demonstrator;
really, a minority of college stu-
dents are. But I canshare your
concern about what's going on in
Cambodia, yourrage at the shoot-
ings at Kent State, and your frus-
tration over what’s becoming of
our country. .

As you say, you have two
courses open to you this summer:
join any number of more or less
radical groups to demonstrate,
march and picket; or try to get
involved in political activity to
support a candidate who reflects
your views.

I'd like to take a little time to
reflect on your problem.

R

AS YOU POINT OUT, the
demonstrations on campus have
stirred up people enormously. I
was talking to some people in
Plymouth the other day, and
their view was that we simply
can't go on with our colleges and
universities getting shut down
day after day with student dem-
onstrations. One man even said
that he thought that the kids at
Kent State got what was coming
to them

1 can't agree with that, but it
does reflect one important point:
people in this country, in your
home town, are getting fed up
with demonstrations and viol-
ence, no matter how just the
cause.

You can argue, as you do in
your letter, that demonstrating
and engaging in radical activity
is the only really, direct route
open to you o express your feel-
ings about the range of problems
we face in this country.

But in making such an argu-
ment you ignore the fact that in
this country -- as long as it re-
mains a democracy - social deci-
sions are made by majority rule.
Ii by continuing to demonstrate
against the things you dislike,
you merely enrage people who
otherwise might be in agreement
with your point of view - then
you haven't gained anything.

Demonstrations, I would guess.
have done one useful thing. They
have increased the level of gen-
eral awareness about some of the
problems we are facing: pollu-
tion, the war, draft laws, etc.

But to concentrate solely on
demonstrating as a way of mak-
ing your voice count runs the risk
of alienating a potential majority
of supporters.

.

S0, YOU MIGHT ask, what can
1do?

OBSERVATION POINT

The answer is easy. .

Come home this summer, to
your own community.

Find some people who are run-
ning for office this fall - con-
gress, state senate or house, gov-
ernor, whatever — with whom
you agree. It doesn't make any
difference which political party
they’re in. The important point is
to find candidates whose point of
view you can support.

Then work in their campaign.
Try to get them elected. Seek to
have their voice, which -repre-
sents your views, become effec-
tive by winning an election.

That's the way we make
changes in this country. We elect
representatives who then vote.

We don’t make changes merely
by demonstrating. First because
waving signs doesn't really make
anything different. Second be-
cause relying solely on demon-
strations runs the risk of alienat-
ing what might be a majority to
support your point of view.

HEEI

ISN'T THIS COPPING out to
the system? I can hear you ask-
ing that question.

No. It isn’t.

What you're doing by getting
involved is working within the
system to change it in the way
you want.

Is there any real chance of this
method working? I can hear you
asking that, too.

You bet there is.

We’ve got lots of problems in
this country. Unemployment is at
4.8% nationally, above 6% in Mich-

W.W. Edgar

Time For

It's about time the Wayne
County Board of Commissioners
quit dilly-dallying and moaning
about the over-crowded condi-
tions at the County Jail and did
something constructive to relieve
what has become a very serious
problem.

With a population of close to
1.450 in quarters to accommodate
1.200, the County Institution that
has all the outward appearange of
a modern high rise apartment in
downtown Detroit has become
one of the sore spots in county
government.

FOR THE BETTER part of a
year the Commissioners have
recognized the problem, but as
yet. nothing concrete has been
done except an attempt to trans-
fer some of the inmates to the
Detroit House of Correction in
face of a state law which prohib-
its it.

According to the statutes. in-
mates who are awaiting trial,
which is the case in the county
jail, cannot be housed with those

igan. Prices keep going up. We're
involved in an unpopular war,
and it seems to be widening into
Cambodia. We've got problems of
crime and violence. We're pollut-

ing our environment, and people
now know that it can be stopped.

There are issues aplenty. You
may not bp turned on by all of
them, but there are plenty of

demonatrate. . .
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participate. . .

writes

wlho already have been convicted
and sentenced.

Instead of planning a perma-
nent remedy, the county commis-
sioners are attempting to get the
law amended and, at the same
time, take over three buildings at
Dehoco, under a lease plan.

On the surface this looks like a
possible remedy. But behind the
politics of the maneuver and the
iy, fighting between the City of
Detroit and the County. the pro-
jected plan is fraught with dan-

ger.

First, the program instituted
by William Bannan. superintend-
ent at Dehaco, is rated one of the
top four in the country and
shouldn’t be jeopardized.

Second, it has been pointed out
that the three buildings, now un-
der consideration, do not provide

Some Constructive

quarters for women and this
alone would cause a mix-up.
PR

SUPT. BANNAN has raised
several other points worth consi-
dering.

~What do you think will hap-
pen,” he asks. “when we take our
fellows out to play baseball as
part of our recreation, and the
fellows from down town must
remain behind the fence?

**And what's going to happen.”
he asks. “"when our fellows are
permitted to work on the farm
and roam the outside, and .the
other must remain confined?”

The anser is simple -- There
would be trouble.

The County Commissioners
have been told by the County
Auditor that it would cost more
than $900,000 to place the three

Tim Richard writes

people in this country who are
disturbed by what’s going on. And
that's a good recipe for political
success.

..

WHAT I'M SAYING, Jim, is
that you have two ways you can
go: You can try to smash the
system' and try to develop en-
tirely new institutions by which
we make decisions in this coun-
try.

If you choose this route, you
probably will be in a small minor-
ity for a long time; you will prob-
ably become very frustrated:
and you run the risk of foreclos-
ing any chance for the kind of
change you want by alienating
the plain folks who make up a
majority in this country.

Or you can get involved in the
system. You may not agree with
some things about it, but you can
stay within the framework of the
ways we make changes in this
country in order to get accom-
plished what you want.

Personally, I think you should
get involyed in the system. You'll
find it is hard work; you may
have to make some tough com-
promises; your candidate may
lose.

But you will have done some-
thing constructive, with a real
chance of getting something ac-
complished, rather than having
banged your head against a stone
wall.

Look me up when you get
home .

Sincerely.
Phil

Action

projected buildings into proper
condition to house the transfers
and provide for maintenance.

At best, as it has been pointed
out, this would be only a make-
shift plan...and a costly one.

It might be better if the Com-
missioners would take a look at
the vast amount of vacant prop-
erty they own on Beck Road and
start now to build an institution to
remedy conditions downtown.

As is realized now, as it was
warned at the time, that the
building of the modern addition to
the county jail downtown was a
mistake.

So. the time has come to make
a positive corrective move for
the future.

Dilly-dallying with the program
at Dehoco is only delaying what
eventually will have to be done.

Drive For Blaéks Is Underway

Well. the great race has
started. Everv college is going to
try to out-black the other by re-
cruiting a bigger percentage of
black students. i

No sooner had the University
of Michigan granted Black Action
Movements demands for 10% of
the enroliment by 1973-74 than
Wayne State University proudly
announced that it was at 13% al-
ready.

And now the university senate
at Oakland University is going to
try to top both of them. OU will
shoot for 15%. :

This is occurring in a society
where it's reliably reported that
only 6% of the current crop of
high school graduates are black
and 3% college material by cur-
rent admissions standards.

1t all lacks dignity somehow.

PR

WORSE THAN THAT, howev-
er, it's hurting the small, all-black
colleges.

* The small. black colleges got
hurt pretty badly in the last cou-
ple of years when “black studies™
became a fad, and all the big
northern universities began raid-

)

ing the small black colleges for
faculty members.

Now comes forth the aca-
demic dean, one Stanley Smith,
from Fisk University to deery
the fad of recruiting black stu-
dents to fill quotas.

~Some of our best students
now are going to Michigan. Har-
vard and Yale. and so i port
from the black community.” said
Dean Smith.

“*As a result, many previously
all-black schools will be forced to
close down or consolidate.”

Such big universities as Fisk
and Howard won't be hurt, he
satd. They have their own Phi
Beta Kappa chapters and recruit
from the top 10% of the black
community. But it’s “almost uni-
versally true’” that about 100
black colleges in the south will
get hurt, he declared.

**Nobedy is bewailing the entry
of black students into white pres-
tige schools. But Negro adminis-
trators had better start soul-
searching for top talent and top
programs,” he said.

. e

U-M, OAKLAND and the other

\ .

northern universities who are
seeking to boost black enroll-
ments by heavy recruiting are
backwards in their approach to
the worthy goal of racial integra-
tion.

They're jacking up the de-
mand for black college students.
but thev're in no position to do
much about the supply.

Boosting the supply of black
students will have to be done by
the K-I2 school system. It will
take a lot of work and money.
There will have to be 1

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reffect those of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the beliel that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on &
public issue is & prerequisite to
understanding and progress.

Must Be
Halted

By DELORES WEINBURGER
Livonia

Today we are confranted with the
greatest decision known to man - that of
dehumanization.

Television and the news media glo-
rify violence. materialism, sex. war and
the devaluation of human life. We see
and read about the graft,corruption.
riots. and even witness the death of our
national leaders.

We all share in this guilt because of
our lax attitude toward legislation and
apathy toward our fellow man. In travely,
ing this path there has been a steady
trend and decline of morals, increase in
crime and major crisis. To continue on
this road points to a mode! genocide law.
it must stop

MEDICAL SCIENTISTS are unable
to agree upon the precise moment when
life begins ~ vet all indications prove -
growth is a process of life. All agree
upon the gestation period of nine months
for a normal birth.

Science has made greal advances
trubeila serum -- changing the structure
of the chromosomes. as in a mongoloid
childi. Isn't it reasonable to assume a
break through in 100 natural birth limi-
tation might be found soon throagh more
scientific research without resulting tc

“mansiaughter’ or liberalized abortion.

Tt was sheer mockery at the public
hearings to listen to proponents who are
supposedly dedicated to the preservation
of mind, soul and body speak out for lib-
eralization. How gullible do they expect
swomen to be? Are they really concerned
with the women or the unwanted preg-
nancy, since the time would'be limited to
a few hours with the individual.

It is difficult not to believe some
professions. associations and organiza-
tions are not considering the monetary
values rather than ethical

The obligation of civil government is
to protect human life, this very dedica-
tion is the purpose of their representation
- ta do atherwise is contrary (o their off-
ice

Foreign countries have experienced
the short step from liberalized abortion
to sterilization and euthanasia. are we to
restaff our convalescent homes. clinics
or hospitals for this”

We have a shortage in the medical
profession now. consider the last visit to
vour physician. Nor does this state have
the extra tax money for costly additions
to hospitals or finances to staff them.
Medical and financial assistance will stili
be denied to those in poverty areas. so
why give license for more sexual irres-
ponsibility.

WE HAVE POISONED the streams
and lakes: poliuted the air and used lethal
pesticides on agriculture -- fo we have a
right 1o dominate creation. {307

Social and economic praplems can be
resolved through education, technology.
und discontinuing needless subsidy to the
privileged - “'not Killing the innocent of
the future.”

Conditioning our yobth for auto-
mated abortion ivia production system
will only be further deeradation.

Specifically. education ‘and legisla-
tion for (decent! family living will grad-
ually remove the condition’s of life which
lead to the demand for liberalized abor-
tion.

Lectures. counseling. books. maga
zines. newspapers. radio. television and
movies are the mass media of education
Increase instead of decreasing support of
medical and scientific reseafch which is
aleeady so suceessfuily mifimizing the
incidence of defective: children.
Immunizing drugs and vaccitjes are elim-
inating many diseases. - both mental
and physical

Reforming the discriminatory laws
against illegitimates (by support, inherit-
ance, name and custody). A stigma on
the innocent usually leads (o, abuse or
neglect.

We must learn to solve old problems
of famine. overcrowding. poverty. igno-
rance. and disease with energies and dis-
cipline ~ and the preservation of human
dignity and equality.

Specific remedies .are many and
controversial -~ guaranteed. annual in-
come, tax reliel. subsidies {0¥ poor moth-
ers. family benefits. univers:] Medicare,
marriage and psychiatric counseling, and
better housing are but a few of the possi-
ble avenues. .

France. Germany, Greece are al-
ready noticing the national calamity in

tal funds for ghetto schools. There
will have to be a lot of just plain
propagandizing to convince smart
black kids that a college educa-
tion is (1) attainable and (2)
worth attaining.

That job can't be done by a
bunch of flashy recruiters from
U-M. Oakland or any other col-
lege.

One version of the K-12 school
aid bill in Lansing would have
provided extra money for ghetto-
ty;ll)e and poor schoots. Some <ub-
urban lawmakers are againsi 1
They're just as wrong as the U-M
and Oakland.

their work and

force. Japan has found the labor shortage
~acute” and is seriously limiting the
country’s economic growth. Man threat-
ens to be his own worst enemy. conspic-
wous by killing of his own defenseless off-
Spring.

THE PERENNIAL challenge of life
has met with-a defeatism ~ out of ptace
in an age of scienlific wonders.

Modern abortifacients. the mechani-
cal intrauterine devices and sophisti-
cated chemical compound that prevent
implantation will be the sure methods of
the future. the most private and the most
widely used without legislntiin injustice.
destruction of life or loss of :auman dign-
ity. 1



