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By Joanne Mallszewski
stalt writer

Faced with loslog a state land acqui-
sition grant, Farmington Hills uﬂlclnl:
this week doubled the city's share of
the $2-mllllon purchase price for the
211-acre Spleer property.

The clty council Monday unanimous-
ly committed another $400,000 toward
the land's purchase price after Farm-
Inglon Hills officlals were notifled that
the Michigan Laod Trust Fund (MLTF)

!a ¥¥)

could not afford the city’s original $1.8-
million grant request. Councilmen Wil-

Uam Lange and Charles Willlams were
absent.

“It would enchance our potential for
receiving the (MLTF) grant,” sald May-
or Fred Hughes, about the city's in-
creased share,

BUT WHILE lllK!N Farmington
Hills’ total share to $800,000, uoundk
members also ested
award the city & smaller §1. z‘mllllon

land grant to belp buy the acreage
north of 11 Mile and west of Farming-
ton Roa

Although council members were
quick to commit the additlonal
$400,000, they were equally quick to
admit that a ftnancial plnch will result.

“Wo bave 80 many. t are
necessary for us to do now,” said Coun-
cllwoman Jodl Sorenen, referring to
otber capital Improvements.

Becauss the additional $400,000 will
raore than Ilkely come from the city's

ans taking shape

for recreation area

By Josnne Mallszewak]
staff wrllor

Although n detalled plan of how the
211-acre Spicer property would be used
has not yet been developed, Farming-
ton HIlls stalf assured state land grant
officlals that some actlvities could be-
gln as soon as the land Is purchased.

Farmington Hills officlals sald they
have hesltated in spending time and
money draftlng detailed

When the property is purchased, city

officials say they plan to form a

committee of community leaders and
residents representing special and
diverse interests in developing the

Spicer land.

plans because of the uncertainty of re-
celylng a state grant to purchase the
$2-mllllon pareel.

In September, the Michigan Land
;r\rlgumd board of trustees sald
'a, n HUls' plans for the und'

use wcrgw ,p M’ﬂm’
outlined plans aubseq
tached by the city to Its request for a
ote than $1 mllilen state land grant
to help buy the acreage between 11
Mile and Farmiagton Road.

OWNED BY THE Spicer famlly
since the turn of the century, the cen-
trally-located acreage features wild-
llfe, rolling hills and meadows, trees
and a tributary of the Rouge River.
Bulldings on the property include a his-
toric cstate house, farm hkouse and
three barns,

Once the Spicer property Is pur-
chased, work could begln Lminedlately
on nature and cross country ski tralls, a
nature museum, an anlmal farm and
maybe a Jogging trail, according to the
clty's addendum.

uently was nb

NATURE TRAILS and an animal
tiom i the Faalagton Publle Seboel
tion with the e Sehool
District. A caretaker I In the

ving " In
lmnhmuewmldbclnch:molthu

anirna} farm, e

Since the city's parks d rmu on.
budget tops about $800,000,Hills of(i-
clals indicated in the report that the
farm’s estimated budget of $75,000+
$85,000 would pose no financial burden,

But ity officials are planning to ne-
gotiate an agreement with the school
district “that would eithef minimlze or
eliminate the city's expense in the anl-

“mal farm operations.”

The estate house would be used as a
nature/environmental museum hous-
ng publlc classes, tours, displays, ex-
hibits and photograp*s. Some of the ex-
hibits could feature minerals, horticul-
ture and wildlife common to tho arca.

CITY OFFICIALS HAVE - nlso sug-

« t Pioneor heritage pl;oll’llml
eaturing crafts, co Bng.‘map u_mgu-
inganda qu, ) ;

® A botanical garded,

® Adventure programs oﬂ!ﬂu wur-
wvival ‘skllis, wilderness campling. and
outdoor cooklng,

@ Outdoor education, Iunurlng dny
camp actlvities and

capltal improvement fund — money
that would otherwise be used to pay for
improvements such as dratnage — city
offlclaly ‘indicated that money will
have to be replaced.

WHILE FOUR residents Monday
velced strong stpport of the clity’s decl-
slon to commit more money to the
land's purchase, Councllwoman Jan
Dolan de residents o remember that
increased revenue will be needed in the
future to pay for projects that may be

agrees to more parks money

delayed because of the Splcer property,

“Keep It in mind when the budget
comes up next =pring,” Dolan sald.
“Let’s not have all the negatlve (opln-
lons) come in at that tlme. We need a
few positive ones.”

Farmington Hllls was asked to re-
duce its grant request and to increase
1ts local contribution because the clty’s
original $1.6-mlllfon request represent-
od about 15 peroent of the MLTF's to-
tal funds, said Edward Hagen, MLTF
staff asalstant.

Twanty-tive cents

st sioa Corpontiom, AN Mg

“ALL SPONSORS HAVE been noti-
fled that the (MLTF) board ls trying to
spread thelr money around as much as
possible,” Hagen aald.

Becaute the MLTF expects to

pec
. recelve only about §12 milllon for land :

acquisition throughout the state, Hagen'
sald land trust offlclals are asking
most of the 52 priority project aponsers
to reduce their grant requeats.
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grama” such as environmental eduu-
tion, astronomy and conservation. Jog-
ging trals also may be Included In
areas that are not environmentaily sen-
sitlve to this type of activity,

® Cross country skling including les-
801, a school program, and maybe spe-
clal events such as a race and winter
caraival.

® Snowshoeing lessons using the
Jogglng tralls. Moonlight tours may
alsa be avallnble.

® Tobogganing and sledding.

® Tot lot and playground.

gested the 8
Spleer property:

oral quarrel

The ABC telovision network will end
the world next Sunday night when It
atrs “The Day After,” a made-for-TV
movie which deplets the nightmarish
aftermath of a nuclear war, The end
begins at 8 p.m. Sunday on Channel 7.

Controversy surrounds the much-
publicized movle, Conservative colum-
nists have called it left-wlag propogao-
da for nuclear frecze and pro-disar-
mament groups.ABC executives have
sald it Ls totally apolitical.

Give us your views
on ‘Day After’ furor

Today's Oral Quarrel question is:

What are your feecllogs abont “The
Day After” and tbe controversy it has
gencrated?

To answer this question, call 477.
5498. You have until 1 p.m. on Friday
to answer this question, To sce how
your neighbors feel about this issue,
iook En Monday's Farmington Observ-
er.
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How one
district
settled
problem

By Tom Basr
stalf writer

Lewls Schulman, superintendent of
the Farmington Public Schools, and the
of the board of are

sceking ways to seitle a controversy
surrounding Campus Life, a religious
group which has beca active around
North Farmington for the past few

years.,

Supporters of Campus Life believe
mc group provldu wholesame, Chris-
Others
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lMl that rcllsjou: groups — no matter
what thelr afflliation — have no busi-
ness in or around the schools.

Farmington school officials could
lock to a small city about 500 miles to
the southwest for one solution,

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT of Musca-
tinc, fowa, & Mlssissippl River town of
about 25,000, wax {aced with a similar
aituation when a group of “evangell-
cal” minlsters sought permission to
visit students ~ and presumably to de-
liver thelr retlglous message — during
lunch periods at the community'a high
schoal.

Muscatine's Board of Educatlon
voted, 7-0, last Monday Lo adopt a poli-
ey which would, In effect, keep the
ministers out of the schoal.

No group will be allowed to come
into any school in the district without
written permission from the prlndpul
the board's decision sald,
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By Tom Baer .
staff writee

To hear Mary Costa tell §t, she “had
1o other choice™ almost four years ago
when it came ttme to pick a high school
to attend.

Her cholee: Mercy High, an all-girl
Catholle school at 11 Mile and Middle-
belt roads In Farmington Hllls,

““Thls was my first and only cholce,”
sald Costa, a stralght-A student and a
member of the softball lcam and the
French Honor Soclety. When ahe gradu-
ates next June, she'll be the third chitd
in her family to have earned a diploma
from the school.

“YOU HAD THE attentlon,” she
sald when asked to remember the good
things about her stay at Merey. "The
teachers glve a lot of attentlon to the
glrls. I like that. I don't want to be just
a number.”

And there's onc aspect of fHfe at Mer-

Mercy High senlor Mary ‘Costa mekes no bones’
about it: She appreciatos the Catholic school's
g girla-only policy. “You don't have to

Dwindling tradition
holds own with many

cy Costa uld she appreclated — the
unbendlng glrls-only policy.

There are exceptions — “relation-
ships” classes with boys from other
Cathollc schools and dramatic efforts
(“You can't put on plays without boys,”
Costa sald) — but for the most part
Merey's 1,100 students spend thelr
school dnys without boys,

Even guys
still like it

By Dlans Hotsoss
speclal writer

The absence of pretty glrls is what

RANDY DORST/a1a1t photographec

that the ab-

Cathollc Centrat senlor Step

Bodnar is

sence of ﬂlfll at lhn nll-boyl school makes him better able to
s

with the hclp of teacher

n hi
Russell Hclch (rlght)

worry about how you look or what you'll oay to
that cortaln boy. It takes a little bit of the pres-
sure off in that way.”

" tracts students from as far away as

RANDY BO| RST/e181 photograpter

The rules are much the same at
other prominent all-girl Catholle
schools in the Detrolt area — Lady-
wood, Marian, Dominican, Regina and
Sacred Heart. Another all-girl schoe),
Immaculata of Detralt, clused its doors
last year.
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Stephen Bodnar flnds attractive about
his high school.

Bodnar, a 17-year-0)d from Farm-
ington Hills, is ope of 1,100 students
who attends Catholle Central High
School, an unusual all-boy prep schoo)
In vesidentlal Redford Township.

nar's school, which is 85 percent
‘white and sends 98 percent of its gradu-
ates to college, is unusual because it is
onc of a decreasing number of all-boy
Catholle schools in Michigan and may-
bc In the pation.

N THE LAST 20 years, four of De.
u’oiu 11 all-boy Catholie high scheols
have closed. The population flight to
the suburba and inereases In private
school tuitlon In the faco of hard eco-
nomic times have contributed to the
clesings, 3ald the Rev. Willtam Stoba,
deputy superintendent of schools for
the Archdlocese of Detroit.

The pattern of school closings lkely
repeats ftsclf, Stoba sald, in other large
clties experlmclng the same popula-
tlon deereases and tuitlon hikes.

Catholle Cenlral, where tultion s
$1,700 per year, moved flve years ago
from Detrolt to suburban Redford to be
closer to its students, school adminls.
trators sald, The school at present at-

Owossa ~ about 80 miles.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS said It's the
quality of cducation at the all-boy
schoal and the Christian atmosphere
that keeps Catholic Central's enroll-
ment up despite tho stiff tultlon.
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