. mittee, the tree program
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Giving thanks

Thia is the time of year that families around the community gather
to give thanks for the yeor's blessings. We at the Observer & Ec-

A

2

centric Newspapers wish
days.

you the best during the upcoming holi-
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Orchard Lake Road gears

By Josnne Maliszewekl
ataff wrltor

“Orchard Lake Road among resi-
dents' pet peeves,” read the Farming-

“'ton Obscrver’s first Oral Quarrel head-

line In the fall of 1982,

ck to heed resldents’ concerns
about the thoroughfare, city officials
edcauraged property owners and resl-
dents to join forces and improve the
appearance of what bas become Farm-
Ingten RIlLs* central shopplng area,

Now, a 'year later, Orchard Luke
Road is about to boast a spruced-vp
look. If the weather remains mlld, 332
decoratlve trees will be planted be-
tween 12 and 13 Milo roads before the
year's end.

Orchkard Lake's look, or lack of It, bo-
came more cbvious when it was wid-
ened [n 1981, Ieaving flve lanes of con-
crete dominating the area’s appear-

ce.

"When you looked down the road, it
fooked kind of bland,” said Willlam
Costlck, assistant clty manager, partie-
ularly when compared to West Bloom-
Ilcld's landscaped portlon of the road.

trees will be planted in half-mile
groups with landscape architecta deter-
minlng which type will best serve &
particular arca along the two-mile
stretch, Costick sajd.

The trees will bo planted 12 inches
{from the curb with a minimum of 30
fcet between the trees. When mature lo
five to 10 years, the trees ahould stand
about 25 to 30 feet tall.

WHILE DECISIONS about the types

of trees to be planted have been made,
city offlciala are stlll gathering the 54
signatures required on a petition to get
the program moving.

But City Councll members last wd!fs-k

for bit of beautification

coats to be charged property owners .

Opposltion to the tree program has
not been a problem fn getting the re-
quired signatures, Costick said..The
major problem bag been contacting ab-
seatee he said,

a 5
trict along Orchard Lake to pay for the
trees, Optimistic that the pequired
number of xlqmum will be gathered,

Property owners along the two-mile

" stretch targeted for trec planting

° i3

on relig

By Tom Baer
staif writor

Yes, North Farmington Principal
Clayton Graham does support Campus
Life, the Christlan soclat group which
bas ereated a controversy by trying to
deliver its message in and around
Graham's school for the past two

years,

And yes, Graham did attend the now-
famous Burger Bash, a Compus Life
activity held at a Lutheran church —
but aimed at North Farmington stu-
dents — about a month agoe.

But the longtime Farmlngton admin-
Istrator has vowed to follow the dis-
trict’s polley forbidding religious activ-
Ities in its schools.

“The dlstrict’s policy is pretty clear,
and T have to keep my personal view
separate from the school district pos-
ture on some of these kinds of things,”
said the white-halred Graham in a re-
cent interview,

“I happen to be a Christian, and I
have a atrong conviction about opera-
ting under the princlple of authority. If

Principal vows
to follow rules :

io

‘I happen to be a
Christian and | have a

my boss — Lhe sup or the
board of education — tells me to do

somethlog, then I think [ oughkt to obey,

abouf operating under
the principle of

even though I might not
bellevelnit” - .
Residents, both parents and students,

" turned oat In force at the Nov. 8 school

board. meeting, which qulickly turned
into a debate over the role religious
groups like Campus Life should play in
the lives of public school students.

SEVERAL ANGRY parents sald
they belleved that religious groups
have no right in or around the public
schools, They accused Graham and
other North teachers and admlinistra-
tors of supporting CampusLifeby allow-
ing lts postern to be placed on bulletly
boards and by wearing lapel buttons
advertlsing the Burger Bash,

One resldent, Mande) Foner, called
for the reslgnatlon of North Farming-
top teachers and administrators who
are responsible for allowing Campus
Llfe actlylties to go on in the sehoo).

Graham, a principal In the district
since 1987, sald he supports Youth for
Christ, which sponsors Campus Life.

“One of the things I happen to do
with my persopal Ilfe ls, .. to sup-
port Youth for Christ in Detrolt,” he
sald. "In that capacity, I have been at
thelr fund-raising meetlngs and o0
forth. But I go to a lot of fund-ralsing
mectings and I support a lot of groups.

"1 also happen to be active In the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and
the two things kind of come logether
qulte often.”

Graham sald that parents of North
students often ask him about the Cam-
pus Life organlzation,

"1 them to call the head-

council a public
bearing at 7:30 p.m. next Monday on

Proasa turn te Page §

EVELOPED BY the fatrly new Or-
Road Com-

D

chard Lake

wil! “hopeful-
Jy serve as a catalyst to generate inter-
st among property owners In beautify-
ing the Orchard Lake Road frontages
and Lmpraving oo malntenance condi-
tions, particularly along the roadway,”
Costick indicated,

Llke it or not, thal's downlown
Fi Hills," zald C

Jan Dolan, remarking on the need for
Orchard Lake Road property owners to
better malntaln the arca,

Of the 332 trees which clty officialy
will be taking blds on withln two
weeks, 71 will be Bradford pear, 58
honey locust, 90 summit ash, 72
Rosehlll ash, 15 Amur maple and 23
crab :Eplctxm

Qrchard Lake Road's appearance will be sealng
boeller days soon whon 332 docoratlve trees are

14 Mile roads. Tho idea is to

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

spruce-up what's
Hills.

Ench spocles of the saltel

d along the

12 ond

quarters and chat with them,” he safd.
“On occasion, a parent has asked me,
‘Well, what is your personal impres-
slon? If you bad kids in school, would
you want them in a program Like that?'
And I've always said yes."”

GRAHAM SAID he was at the
Burger Bash — “. . and some of our
teachers went over, t00,” he added —
but denled wearing a lapel pln to ad-
verilse it, Did teachers wear them?

“Somebody sald that (wo staff mem-
bers — maybe they used the word

authority. If my boss
tellsmetodo
something, then I think *
1 ought to obey, even
though | might not
individually believe in
i’

-— Clayton Graham
teachers — were wearing little round

slgns which sald, ‘Burger Bash'”
Graham sald.

Please turn to Pago 4

Others
take
action

Editors note: The problem of re-
ligious valucs in conflict with public
Tights {s a situation which far sur-
passes the borders of Farmington
and Farmington Hills, The follow.
ing story is an example of how the.
problem is handled in another com-
munity.

By Karen Harmes Smith
atatl writer

Bloomficld Hills teachers and ad-
minlstrators wlll s00n follow a new sot
of rules to avold offending students In
thelr classrooms of mixed rellglons.

‘The rules, reviewed by the schoo}
board last week, accompany a poticy
complylag wlith the Constitutional pro-
vision for scparation of church and
state and mandating respect for rellg-
fous preferences, ~
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